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THE AUTHOR TO HIS READERS.

It is with no slight regret that I find my task

completed, and nothing now remaining for me but

to add a few sentences of farewell to my readers,

to be prefixed, according to custom, to my little

book. In my opening chapter I have so fully

explained the object of the present inquiry, that

I have now only to point out the singular value

of the Epistles of the New Testament as a store-

house of materials for the study of the life of the

first Christians when they were formed into com-

munities after our Lord had left this world.

Every one knows the importance of contempo-

rary documents in the study of the history of any

period of the past, and it is the meagreness of such

documents in connection with the second century

which makes it so difficult for the ecclesiastical

historian to trace the stages by which the Chris-

tianity of the apostolic period was modified or

developed into the Christianity of the patristic period

and of the Council of Nice. The mere external



Vlll THE AUTHOR TO HIS READERS.

symbols of the real life of man are now eagerly

sought for, as illustrating his habits, feelings, and

opinions. Inscriptions, coins, medals, paintings

upon vases, and tablets of burnt clay, are made to

yield trustworthy information as to the realities of

an existence which once seemed to survive only

in name ; and the sympathetic imagination supplies

the details necessary to fill up the void still remain-

ing, so as to complete the historical picture. These

details may sometimes be scarcely warranted by

well-proved facts ; but they are often in strict

harmony with the ascertained laws of human nature

itself.

Here, then, in the letters actually written by

St. Paul and St. John, by St. Peter and St. James,

we have a treasure of instruction for the historian,

priceless in value. And its value is enhanced by

the fact that these letters were written simply as

letters, and with no thought of their being subse-

quently collected together, and circulated among

Christians in all ages, as a manual of faith and

conduct. The condition of some local Church, or

the circumstances of the time, made it desirable that

each letter should be written ; and each one has

thus a freshness of feeling and a spontaneous fervour

of expression which could hardly have been looked

for had the writers foreseen the uses to which their

writings would be turned in after-times.
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A word is necessary as to the order in which

the Epistles ought to be read, for whatever purpose

they may be consulted. By some unaccountable

mischance a general misplacement has taken place

in our Bibles, and the reader has nothing to guide

him when he wishes to follow St. Paul's Epistles

as a reflection of the character of the great apostle.

The result has been most unfortunate, and has

materially obscured the popular conceptions of the

apostle's teaching which have become current in

all sections of the Christian Church. I have, I

venture to hope, contributed some little help towards

the disentanglement of the confusion thus produced ;

and for the convenience of the reader I have added

to this preface a chronological table, showing the

dates of the several Epistles, and the places from

which they were written, as practically settled by

modern criticism. Even if there still remains any

doubt as to the exact year in which a few of the

Epistles were written and despatched, there is none

as to their general order.

The reader will also notice that the places from

which the Epistles are here stated to have been

written do not always correspond with those given

in the New Testament at the end of the several

Epistles. How these erroneous statements crept

into early copies of the original manuscripts no one

now knows. Copyists are proverbially addicted to
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making explanatory additions to manuscripts en-

trusted to them for transcription ; and in the present

case the additions have been made so heedlessly as

to be sometimes contradicted in the substance of

the letters to which they are appended. The

mistakes are not without importance, for they tend

to lessen the vividness of our impression of the true

character of the Epistles, as the letters of real men

to real men and women, showing the influence of

the circumstances under which they were written

upon the writers themselves.

In the case of St. Paul these mistakes are

especially to be regretted. His comprehensive and

cultivated intellect, and his sensitive and affectionate

heart, made him peculiarly open to impressions

from those with whom he was from time to time

associated ; and his letters often show that the

current of his thoughts while writing flowed in

directions suggested by the circumstances in which

he was placed. Yet, when the reader has found

it easy to trace in the Epistle to the Thessalonians

the effect of the apostle's observations on the

wretchedness and hopelessness of paganism in

dissolute Corinth, from which the Epistles to the

Thessalonians were really written, he is surprised

at being told, at the end of the letters, that they

were wTitten from Athens, whose people worshipped

the goddess of wisdom and the unknown God, while
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Corinth adored Venus, the goddess of pleasure, and

practised without shame her voluptuous rites. And
so with other Epistles, Wherever there is an error,

it tends to obliterate the features of the picture which

these letters enable us to draw of the great apostle,

and weaken our perception of his wonderful per-

sonality, at once so commanding and so irresistibly

attractive.

The historical importance of the information thus

acquired cannot be overrated. The sentence from

the Book of Exodus, which I have placed on my
title-page, applies in its measure to the life of the

Christians of the apostolic age. That period is

emphatically holy ground. No other epoch in the

history of Christianity will bear comparison with

it in exhibiting the true Christian life, as the result

of the life, death, and resurrection of our blessed

Lord.

Three circumstances combined to make the

Church of the apostles our standard in faith and

morals, more trustworthy than any other that the

records of Christianity can show to us. Christians

were then under the personal guidance of the

apostles themselves. The presence of God among

them was shown in the frequency with which

miraculous gifts were exercised, not only by the

apostles, but by many of the private believers ; and

the sincerity and piety of the believers were tested
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by persecutions of all kinds, ending frequently in

martyrdom.

Whatever, then, have been the changes to which

the growth of civilization and the multiplication of

conversions have given birth, never again was the

Church in so happy a spiritual condition as she

enjoyed while the apostles lived ; and therefore

never again had she equal claims on our respect,

our affection, and our reverence. And the more

closely and critically these records of her life are

examined, the more strikingly will the life of the

apostolic period be seen to correspond with the ideal

life of Christians in this world which is set forth in

the four Gospels themselves.
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CHAPTER I.

ON THE HISTORICAI, STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Whatever may be the merits or dements of the

age in which our lot is cast, posterity will certainly

be grateful to us for having been the first to com-

prehend the significance of the great truth that

every relic of the past is to be valued as an indica-

tion of the characteristic life which crave it birth.

Not that past generations were entirely ignorant of

this truth, but that it has been reserved for our own
to apply it to many subjects to which our ancestors

never suspected that it could be applicable.

They were, in a word, antiquaries and collectors,

but nothing more. With a childlike simplicity they

gathered together all things old and strange, and

had no thought of the lessons their collections were

capable of teaching. Fossils, minerals, bones of

extinct animals, mummies from the Nile, urns from

B
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the Catacombs, arrow-heads from caves, jewels from

the East, the marbles of Greece, the vases of

Etruria, fragments of manuscripts written in cha-

racters neither Greek, nor Roman, nor Hebrew,

were treasured as rarities, costly and novel, and

beyond the understanding of the vulgar mind.

At length a new conception dawned upon the

lovers of the relics of the past. They began to

suspect that there might be some hidden secret

which would give vitality to all these heterogeneous

remains. By degrees it came to be imagined that

there might be some sort of organic relationship

between objects hitherto regarded as utterly dis-

similar and unconnected by any common bond of

union. Day by day and year by year the new

conception grew, and was felt even when not dis-

tinctly understood. This was the conception of life,

as the source of the innumerable varieties in the

works accomplished by man, and also in that visible

universe in which human intelligence has no part

to play.

Thus arose the sciences of comparative physio-

logy, comparative anatomy, and comparative philo-

logy ; all of them bearing witness to the great truth

that a knowledge of the externals of existence is not

to be called knowledge at all, unless it leads to the

study of that secret life to whose prolific force all

the changing phenomena of man's history are due.

Hence the increasing conviction that a history of

the beliefs of the past is not a history of abstract
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ideas and speculations, but the history of human
beings like ourselves. It is the history of their

actual life, rather than a statement of the different

views which have from time to time prevailed in

respect to the subjects which have interested man-

kind.

Everywhere are to be seen signs, sometimes

trifling but always significant, of this change in the

current of the thoughts of educated people. Every-

where there is a recognition of the principle that

correctness of knowledge as to the real facts of

human life is the first condition of all historical study

that is worthy the name. The history of England

is somethino- more than a record of the reio'ns of

kings, of battles and sieges, and other public events.

If this old-fashioned chronicle of public affairs, which

the last century looked upon as history, is not vivi-

fied with information as to the habitual life that was

lived by the men and women from whom we spring,

it is no real history at all.

This is the secret conviction which lies at the

root of that laborious examination of the architec-

ture, the dresses, the armour, and weapons of war,

which has occupied so much of the attention of the

present century. And it is the same with our present

studies of all languages.

We no longer regard them as a sort of mys-

terious invention of grammarians, but as an out-

growth of humanity, the most wonderful of all the

implements that have been devised for practical
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use by the great tool-making animal, man ; and as

attaining their maturity by certain definite stages of

development in harmony with the growth of human

nature itself Thus the science of comparative

philology has grown up side by side with the science

of comparative physiology ; both alike based on the

study of life, as such ; the one on the emotional and

thinking life of man, the other on the facts of the

physical life which he shares with the whole animal

creation. We should no more think of studying our

own language, or the ancient languages of Greece

and Rome, apart from the phenomena of the San-

skrit or Semitic languages, than we should think of

classifying plants by the Linnaean method of number-

ing the pistils and stamens of their flowers, or

animals by the shape and arrangement of their teeth.

In a like spirit there is a growing tendency to

repudiate the habit of regarding the New Testament

as a species of magazine of texts, to be employed

for controversial purposes; or at the best as a collec-

tion of theological documents, originally written and

providentially published for the general use of man-

kind. Christianity, we are now learning to see, is

the one great fact in the history of the human race
;

and neither Christianity itself, nor the human race

itself, can be understood apart from one another.

According to the old theory, the New Testament

is a kind of concrete entity ; an organic whole, to be

read without any constant reference to the origin

of its separate parts, or to the personal characteristics
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of its various authors. As far as the Epistles are

concerned, no one supposed that they were to be

placed as much among the historical as among the

doctrinal jDortions of the sacred volume.

It was through the prevalence of these views

that many persons felt as if a severe shock was

given to their faith when they learnt that grave

doubts were entertained as to the connection of the

first three Gospels with the personal disciples of

Jesus Christ, whose names they bear. What ground

for our faith have we, they asked, if we cannot trust

these lives of our Lord as three independant narra-

tives of His life and teaching, written by those who

were personally instructed by Himself?

The synoptical theory, however, by degrees

made its way, and helped to familiarize men's minds

with the conviction that the daily life of the first

believers after the departure of Jesus Christ from

the world is an elementary fact of the utmost

moment, to be taken into account by every one

who would understand Christianity itself.

Any honest attempt to realize the actual life of

the first disciples at once dissipates the fears of those

who imagined that their faith depended upon the

maintenance of the old views as to the origin of the

Gospels. What, it was asked by thinking people,

was the daily existence of the men and women who

believed in the Son of Mary as their Redeemer

and Teacher ? They were for the most part poor

and illiterate, and could not read books, even if they
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had them. Yet they must have possessed some

detailed record of the hfe and teaching of their

Master; some narrative of His birth, death, and

resurrection. It is simply incredible that no such

history was in existence from the first, sufficient for

the guidance of the believers. It cannot seriously

be maintained that they had no traditional life of

Jesus generally current among them, until some

of His original followers wrote down in Greek

their personal recollections and circulated them as

authentic narratives. In other words, the synoptical

theory as to the origin of the three first Gospels

is in harmony with the facts of the life of the

first Christians, as we cannot fail to perceive the

moment we study the beginnings of the Christian

Church as a history of the real life of human beings

like ourselves.

Examining this theory on its merits, we find that

it is based upon certain undeniable peculiarities in

the three first Gospels themselves. None of them,

of course, pretends to record in full detail all the

words which Jesus uttered when He instructed His

followers, whether in parables or in any other way.

Such verbal minuteness would have been as im-

possible as was unnecessary. What the believers

needed was a record of the substance of their

Master's teaching, and of the circumstances of His
life and death, practically so correct as to be accepted

as the groundwork of their faith and conduct.

St. John's Gospel concludes with a kind of protest
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against any other system of narrative as an attempt

to do that which was impossible.

In comparing, then, the three first Gospels with

one another, the reader is at once struck with a

surprising phenomenon. While agreeing substan-

tially as narratives designed for practical guidance,

they disagree absolutely in certain details which

could hardly have escaped the observation of eye-

witnesses ; at the same time that they agree ver-

bally in many matters where independent observers,

relating the substance of what they had seen and

heard, would naturally differ.

What is the explanation of these singular charac-

teristics ? The explanation is obvious, as soon as

we realize the actual circumstances of the life of the

believers. These three Gospels are really three

separate versions of the one traditional narrative

which was current when they were written. When

three different writers undertook to preserve the

current narrative, their own personal varieties of

feeling and temperament would lead them to record

facts and discourses with differences of detail and

more or less fulness, as the case might be ;
while

at the same time they preserved with rigid verbal

accuracy such portions of the history as they con-

sidered to require minute exactness. Each evan-

gelist's narrative was thus a synopsis of the pre-

viously existing history of the life of Jesus Christ.

Accepting this explanation of their origin, the diffi-

culties which have been often caused by the dis-
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crepancies in these three Gospels disappear. The
authorship of St. John's Gospel is determined by

different considerations, into which my present pur-

pose does not make it necessary for me to enter.

As to the other three, instead of appearing less

trustworthy as narratives, the adoption of the synop-

tical theory makes them more valuable than before,

and we read them with an undoubting conviction

that they bring us into the very presence of the

incarnate Son of God.

In this spirit of historical criticism I propose to

examine the Epistles of St. Paul and of the other

writers in the New Testament, with the view of

ascertaining what insight they may furnish into the

lives, the feelings, and the beliefs of the Christian

communities of the apostolic period. A vivid pic-

ture of the life of the Patristic period has been

drawn by Cardinal Newman in " The Church of

the Fathers
;

" and those who wish to know what

were the externals, and incidentally the inner life,

of the times subsequent to the conversion of Con-

stantine the Great, will find ample information,

mainly in respect to the Christianity of the Latin

races, in Dr. Roch's elaborate " The Church of our

Fathers."

In the picture which I am now attempting to

draw, the personality of one great figure stands out

in striking relief. It is that of St. Paul himself;

and the more carefully his writings are studied from

the historical point of view, the more are we im-
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pressed with the heroic greatness and the exquisite

charm of character of that v/onderful man, appointed

by a special revelation to be the apostle of the

Gentiles. The more closely his character is ex-

amined, the more fitting he appears to have been

the one chief exponent of the faith of Christ, both

as a preacher and as a writer whose exposition of

the doctrines of the Gospel v/as to be the treasure

of Christians in all coming ages.

That, with very few exceptions, St. Paul really

wrote the letters attributed to him, there is not the

shadow of a doubt. It is as certain that he wrote

them as that Julius Caesar wrote his " Commentaries,"

or Dante the " Divina Commedia." The authorship

of the Epistle to the Hebrews is a question on which

critics are divided. Many attribute the Epistle to

Apollos, the close friend and disciple of St. Paul.

But whoever was its actual writer, its value is un-

doubted, as illustrating those peculiar elements in

the character of the Hebrew converts to the gospel

which the writer of the Epistle regarded as requiring

special attention. As such, it is one of the most

important historical documents of the apostolic

period.

It need hardly be added that it is by no means

simply as an interesting literary and historical in-

quiry that I undertake the fulfilment of my present

task. An inquiry into the facts of the lives of the

early Christian communities is not like an inquiry

into the rise and progress of Buddhism, or the
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origin of the strange religions of Central America.

I approach my investigation into the habits and

beliefs of the first Christian Churches with a con-

viction that I am about to study the inmost lives of

men who had been, by the will of God, placed in a

position different from that of all the rest of mankind.

They had learnt truths of which the wisest and most

learned were ignorant. Their chief teacher had

been himself the subject of a supernatural interpo-

sition, which had changed his whole nature, and he

had subsequently been miraculously instructed on

many details of the matters which he communicated

to his followers.

In examining these letters, therefore, I begin by

recognizing the divine origin of the religion which

St. Paul taught, Christianity, I see, is the one

great fact in the history of the world. We, who are

involved in the mystifications of modern popular

talk, do not always understand this historical aspect

of the religion in which we have been brought up.

We regard it as a collection of doctrines and pre-

cepts, supported by an ingenious arrangement of

texts and authorities, whose miraculous elements

have become things of the past, and have no practical

bearing upon our everyday existence.

The Christianity of the early Christians was of a

different kind. It was essentially a religion which

recognized the reality of supernatural agencies, con-

tinued without interruption from the time when

Jesus was born in Bethlehem. It seems unprofitable,
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therefore, to inquire into the history of St. Paul's

converts until we have satisfied ourselves that no

valid reason exists for disbelieving the reality of

that supernatural life which St. Paul assumed to be

involved in the fundamental constitution of Christi-

anity itself The most modern speculations on this

momentous question will be discussed in a subse-

quent chapter; but it may be well to anticipate at

once the difficulties which in earlier times have

presented themselves to serious thinkers who see

in all supernatural events an infraction of the laws

of the universe.

Were, then, the miracles recorded in the Gospels

and the Acts of the Apostles in themselves im-

possible } That they were in themselves, strictly

speaking, impossible, cannot be supposed by any

thinkinof mind which believes in the existence of an

Almighty God, and His power over all things that

He has created.

But the notion of the impossibility of miracles is

supplemented by another theory, at first sight more

plausible, but which disappears on close examination.

All miracles, it is argued, are violations of the prin-

ciple of the inviolability of law, as the expression of

the eternal and unchancreable nature of God Himself.

Undoubtedly this is so. But the objection has no

bearing upon the reality of the Christian miracles,

which are based upon the fact that man's nature is

twofold. If there is a God, and we are capable of

any actions of a moral or immoral kind, it follows, as
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a necessary consequence, that we are responsible to

Him for all our conduct. If our nature were in all

respects identical with that of the brutes, matters

would be different. Our interests would be confined

to the affairs of the present life and to the laws

which regulate the visible universe.

But, inasmuch as our nature has its moral and

spiritual as well as its corporeal relations, it is sub-

ject to a twofold system of law ; the laws of the

invisible universe as well as those of the visible
;

and farther, we must recognize in the eternal and

unchanging nature of the Godhead the cause of the

permanent reign of law in the unseen as well as in

the things that are seen. When, therefore, in the

furtherance of our moral discipline, it pleases God
to interfere with the regular course of the laws

which reofulate visible thinofs, we are not to regard

Him as violating the first principle of the uniformity

of law in itself. On the contrary. He is breaking

into the inviolability of visible law, in order to teach

us His presence as the Author of that higher law

which has reference to the nobler portion of our

being ; that is, our moral and spiritual nature.

When an Infant is born from a virgin mother, the

laws of the material universe are interrupted, but

not those of the spiritual universe, and man learns

that in a true and real sense the new-born Child is

the Redeemer, the Son of the Most High, come to

save him from his sins.

When, then, I find, in more than one of St. Paul's
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letters, that he speaks of certain supernatural gifts,

possessed by members of the community to which

he is writing, my conviction of the inviolability of

law, as such, is not interfered with. The phenomena
spoken of are simply phenomena ; wonderful, indeed,

but not incredible. I do not doubt that they really

existed, precisely as St. Paul described them. I

am not driven, in bewilderment, to take refuse in

the supposition that St. Paul was either so simple-

minded and credulous as to mistake his own illusions

for actual facts, or so dishonest as to suppress his

conviction that the supposed miraculous gifts were a

dream or an imposture. I accept the statement in

his Epistles as the historical record of real events,

which were altogether in harmony with the promises

made by our Lord during His lifetime.

If I am asked whether I have ever been person-

ally cognisant of the exercise of such powers by

Christians at the present day, I reply that I have

not ; and I add without hesitation, that if I did

witness any professed miracle, I should, of course,

be astonished, and I should try its reality by the

severest tests ; but I should not hold that it was

necessarily a delusion.

As a Christian, I am convinced that I am livino-

in the midst of an invisible and supernatural world,

which is as truly an objective reality as the things

which I touch and see and hear. It is real, because

God Himself is real. To this unseen reality I

myself have access by means of faith and prayer
;
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and I am not an unreasoning fanatic because I

habitually ask God to give me many things which I

desire, and believe that He often grants my requests.

This, I say, is what every intelligent Christian holds;

and if it is objected that such a belief is equivalent

to an assertion that our prayers work miracles, I

reply that I am not to be frightened by words from

exercising the privileges which as a Christian I pos-

sess. If any person imagines that it is preposterous

to suppose that he or I, or any one, should have

the power of communicating with the Eternal God,

and by a mere silent prayer to induce Him to make

some alteration in the course of the visible universe,

the answer is obvious. God is everywhere, and to

Him nothing is little and nothing is great. The

trifles of daily life and the shock of empires are in

His eyes alike deserving of the attention of His

wisdom and the control of His omnipotence ; and

that man best does his duty to his fellow-men, and

walks with surest step through the tangled paths of

this visible world whose vision of unseen things is

most clear and uninterrupted, and whose look is

most steadily fixed, not upon his own miserable

inward self, but upon that living Presence in which

he lives and moves and has his being.*

Such being our own daily life, we study the

details of the Epistles in the New Testament with

intense interest, but not with any very great surprise.

If it is sometimes difficult to picture to ourselves

* See chap. xxi.



HISTORICAL STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 15

States of society such as existed in Thessalonica, or

Corinth, or Rome, or Ephesus, it is not so much on

account of their reHgious pecuHarities as because

the general conditions of their civihzation were so

unhke our own. To superficial observers old times

seem to be specially distinguished from the present

by differences in language, in architecture and furni-

ture, in dress, and in customs of eating and drinking.

These things, however, were only the externals of

ancient life, as they are the externals of our own.

The differences between our lives and those of

the Christians of the apostolic period lay far deeper

than any mere investigation of the externals of civili-

zation can reveal. The influence of Christian morality

has left such an impression upon our personal, social,

and domestic ideas, that we find it difficult to realize

the tone of thought and feeling which prevailed in

all classes of men and women brought up under

the accumulated influences of hundreds and thou-

sands of years of heathenism or unmodified Judaism.

Looking back upon our own English life, such as it

was some two or three centuries ago, any trustworthy

contemporary record of its features convinces us that

our ancestors of those days were in some respects

singularly unlike ourselves. Still more strikingly

is this the case when the retrospect is carried into

foreign countries, and we are brought face to face

with their private life, such as it existed some eight

or ten crenerations a^o. We are sometimes so

startled by what we see to have been their habitual
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modes of thought, that we are ahnost tempted . to

ask whether these people were literally of the same

flesh and blood as ourselves.

Imagine, then, what the citizens of Rome, or

Corinth, or Ephesus were, before one Christian idea

had penetrated into the chaotic compound of notions

engendered by Oriental, Greek, and Roman mytho-

logies, complicated with the incessant conflicts of

political strife, in which our modern ideas of right

and wrong, and of the relations of the sexes, had no

place.

Side by side with these pagan elements was the

power of what I have called unmodified Judaism,

when the Christian ideas which have now so largely

modified the ancient Judaism were unknown to the

Jew of Judaea, of Italy, or of Asia, except as objects

of his aversion or contempt. The Gospel histories

show distinctly to what a small extent the popular

Judaism of the day had shared in such civilization

as the world then knew. There seems to have

been only one important element in social life in

which the Jews had changed for the better. They

had, as far as can be gathered from the Gospels,

given up the practice of polygamy, and the recog-

nized concubinage of the patriarchs seems to have

been laid aside. In this abolition of polygamy they

simply acted upon the ideas which were current in

the nations of civilized Europe, Greece and Rome
alike having come to the conclusion that the practice

of polygamy was inconsistent with the well-being
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of society. But the Jews of the time were still lax

on the subject of divorce, while, so far from having

made any approach towards the fundamental Chris-

tian doctrine of the forgiveness of injuries their

natures were as hard and cruel as they had ever

been. To-day, few cultivated Jews would assert that

the Lord's Prayer addresses Almighty God in a

manner which is alien to his Hebrew feelings

;

but this is the result of that indirect influence

which Christianity has exercised in so many quarters

where its light has shone, undarkened by gross

corruptions. The Jew of eighteen centuries ago was

a being as little like the half-Christianized Jew, with

whose merits we are now familiar, as the voluptuous

heathen of Corinth was unlike the philosophic

moralists of Athens or the ascetics of Brahmanism

in India.

Imagine, then, I say, what life must have been

in those old days, and we shall recognize the

difficulty of understanding it, whether in its lights

or its shadows, as it was lived by the Christian

converts in the time of the apostles,

I should add a few words of a personal nature,

which will perhaps not lessen the interest which the

reader may feel in the attempt I am now making

to enable him to realize the actual life of the early

Christian Churches. ]\Iost men, as they advance

in years, grow more and more conscious of the

unsatisfying character of that strange development

of religious civilization in which we now find our-
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selves. All things seem In confusion, and almost

unreal and dream-like. There is a vast amount of

good intention and goOd feeling among us, notwith-

standing the violence of ecclesiastical and political

partisanship. But sensible persons, as they grow

old, learn to dislike partisanship with a cordial dis-

like. They know that there are few subjects which

are not many-sided and complex, and on which wise

and honest minds may not differ. Still, though

they can never be vehement partisans, their human

hearts long for sympathy with living beings like

themselves. Those who are young and eager do

not understand this desire for sympathy on the part

of the old. They do not understand why men and

women who seem to belono- to a dead generation

cannot content themselves with the interests of the

past, and satisfy their vain cravings with abstract

reasonings and critical studies, especially of a devout

description.

Yet it is really because certain old books corre-

spond to this desire for personal knowledge and

sympathy that they hold their place among the

great masterpieces of literature of all ages, and have

retained their charm for successive generations of

men.

Such is that most perfect of all books outside

the sacred Scriptures, the "Imitation [or, 'Following']

of Christ." Its authorship, as critics are aware, is

attributed to two different persons, placed in very

different circumstances— Thomas a Kempis, a
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member of a Flemish monastery ; and Gerson, a

French ecclesiastic filling a distinguished post, and

engaged in the active controversies of a stirring age.

But whichever of the two men was the writer of

the wonderful book, every person who now reads

it feels that he is not merely following the guidance

of an incomparable spiritual teacher, but is holding

communion with a living human being, no longer

present in this world, but still speaking to us, heart

to heart, as a personal friend, in his saintly pages.

And this is just the kind of sympathy which is

to be found in the lives of the apostolic Christians

when we have learnt to realize their characteristic

features. Here, at any rate, were people into whose

daily struggles we can throw^ our whole hearts with-

out fear of indulging in vulgar partisanship. Grant-

ing that at times some of them fell into grievous sin,

and that they were occasionally misled by opinions

whose foolishness is now manifest, still they were

the uncompromising servants of Jesus Christ, who
lived for Him and often died for Him. In the

study of their daily customs, their difficulties, their

occasional failures, their hopes, and their victories,

we live their lives over a^ain ; we are at home

among them, with a brotherly sympathy that satisfies

us when we are most lonely amidst the crowd of

nineteenth-century combatants.

The peculiar character of St. Paul's mind ma-

terially lessens any difficulty that might be felt in

reproducing the life of the early Christian Churches
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from the letters which he addressed to them, I do

not mean his personal and moral nature, which will

come out in stronQf relief as we examine his writings

in detail, but his intellectual nature. This was

eminently of the practical type, as distinguished

from the purely speculative. However abstract are

the subjects that he treats, he invariably contem-

plates them in their relation to human action, and

the capacity of the human intellect to turn them to

profit in its efforts to comprehend Divine mysteries.

This is especially notable in his method of

treating the subject of the Divine foreknowledge,

and of election and predestination. The subject, as

is well known to every one who is familiar with it,

is in itself a metaphysical question, involving ideas

as obscure as they are profound. How to reconcile

our conceptions of liberty and necessity, of God's

foreknowlege of events with man's freedom of action

in human affairs, is a problem which has proved

insoluble to the keenest intellects in all ages, though

it has never ceased to perplex and excite the serious

thinkers of every race.

In reality the problem is necessarily insoluble.

It involves conceptions of the operations of the

Divine mind which are simply beyond the reach of

any human intelligence. " Canst thou by searching

find out God ? " says the Scripture ; and the ab-

surdity of the attempt is demonstrated when we try

to frame a distinct idea of that which is in itself

infinite without falling into self-contradictions. Fore-
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knowledge and predestination being essentially the

acts of a Being whose modes of action imply powers

which are in themselves incomprehensible to us, any

attempt to reconcile them theoretically with the free

agency of beings whose every action is thus fore-

known must result in the invention of mere hieh-

sounding phrases, as destitute of intelligible meaning

as the empty vibrations of a drum.'"

When St, Paul introduces the subject, as he does

in writing to the Romans, he never treats it as a

matter of interesting philosophical and theological

speculation, involving serious difficulties, to be ap-

proached with due caution and with a careful

balancing of apparently contradictory propositions.

He views the doctrine of election as a simple truth,

having certain definite practical bearings upon the

life of the believer. He points out the conse-

quences which it involves, and the several steps

in the process of perfecting the true saint, by

which God carries out His own predestinating will.

The contrast between St. Paul's method and that

of writers of the speculative school is complete, and

deepens our impression of his marvellous personal

fitness for the work to which he was called when

God made him the apostle of the Gentiles.

* See chap. xx.
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CHAPTER 11.

CHRISTIANITY AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

I. In attempting to picture to ourselves the actual

life of the Christian believers of the apostolic period,

our. attention is at once arrested by two great facts

—the vast and homocreneous organization of the

Roman empire, and the absence of any complete

and vigorous organization in the spiritual kingdom

which was to prove its overthrow.

The fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles

records the first steps which were taken to lay a basis

for the general organization of the Christian Churches,

and to secure uniformity in faith and practice. This

was nearly twenty years after the death of our

Lord. The apostles and elders then met in council

at Jerusalem, in order to decide upon the pretensions

which had been put forward by the Jewish party

among the believers after the conversion of the

Gentiles had been admitted as cominof within the

scope of the command given by Jesus Christ to

the apostles.

Defeated in their exclusive claims, the Jewish
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party devised a new scheme for fettering the con-

sciences of the Gentiles, whose conversion they

could not prevent. They Insisted that the obser-

vance of the whole Mosaic law, Including the rite

of circumcision, was obligatory upon all Christians,

whether of Jewish or Gentile origin. The agitation

caused by this assertion, and the pertinacity with

which It was urged, were so great that the apostles

and elders assembled In council at Jerusalem to

decide the matter. On the proposition of Peter,

who had himself opposed the admission of Gentiles

to the privileges of Christians till he was convinced

by a vision, the pretensions of the Judaising party

were formally condemned, and messengers were

sent to communicate the decision to the disturbed

districts.

II. In the mean time Divine Providence was

preparing a new supernatural force, which would

exercise the most momentous influence in the con-

version of the world and in the administration of

the affairs of the Church. When the first martyr,

Stephen, was murdered by the Jews in Jerusalem, a

young man, named Saul, stood by, exulting in the

crime, and thinking that the murderers were doing

God service. This young man, afterwards called Paul,

was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, of good family,

and belonging to the sect of the Pharisees. He was

also a Roman citizen, having inherited the privileges

of citizenship from his father. It is to be noted

that the . personal rights of citizenship, when in-
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herited, were greater than those connected with a

citizenship conferred upon an individual foreigner.

Upon this pecuHarity in the Roman law the sub-

sequent fortunes of Paul turned on a certain great

occasion, and through the operation of this privilege

the destinies of the Christian Church were materially

affected.

Saul, .though a Hebrew of the Hebrews, was

born at Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a place of much

cultivation, where he was educated in all the accom-

plishments of the time, learning to speak both

Greek and Latin. According to the custom which

prevailed among the wealthy Jews, he learnt a

mechanical trade, and was able, if necessary, to

support himself by tent-making. When his home
education was finished, he was placed under the

care of Gamaliel, a rabbi of high reputation at Jeru-

salem, From Gamaliel he acquired a full know-

ledge of the written and unwritten traditions of the

Jewish law. His full knowledge of the writings

of the Old Testament might have been acquired

before he became the pupil of Gamaliel.

He was endowed, besides, with a bodily consti-

tution of extraordinary vigour, and united sensitive-

ness of feeling to tenacity and courage to an unusual

degree. He was passionately devoted to his race

and all its laws and customs, and he threw himself

with ardour into the o-rowinof conflict between

Judaism and the religion of Jesus, of which latter

he knew little or nothing.
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After witnessing the hideous deatii of Stephen,

and exasperated by the martyr's faith and constancy,

Saul proceeded to take active steps for stopping

the progress of the new creed. The pretence that

the Christians were disloyal to the Roman power

enabled the Jews to obtain warrants for their appre-

hension, the execution of which was entrusted to

Saul, w^ho started at once for Damascus.

On his way Jesus spoke to him, without showing

Himself to his bodily eyes. He had nearly reached

the city when he was startled by a sudden light

blazing before him. He fell to the ground, but at

once he knew that he was in the presence of a

Divine manifestation. " Who art Thou, Lord ?
"

he asked. A voice replied, "I am Jesus, whom thou

persecutest. It is hard for thee to kick against the

pricks." The words pierced the heart of the young

man, and he understood that he had been the victim

of his own passionate self-will, and that the perse-

cuted Christians w^ere the only followers of the one

true God. His whole nature instantly submitted

without reserve, and he was directed to go into

Damascus, where he would learn what he was to

do. The voice then was silent ; and Saul, who

had been blinded by the light, was led into the

city by his attendants, who had heard the voice,

but seen nothing. In Damascus he vras found by

Ananias, a disciple, who had been supernaturally

instructed to meet him, and by whom, after his

sight was miraculously restored, he was baptized.
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III. And thus Jesus Christ prepared the new
apostle, who was to be pre-eminently the teacher

of the Gentile world, and to stand face to face with

the gigantic organization of the Roman empire.

From this time the history of the conflict between

the power of Rome and the spiritual kingdom of

Christ is, to a large extent, a history of the life of

St. Paul, and a description of the lives of the

various Christian communities to whom he wrote

the numerous letters collected together in the New
Testament. It seems probable that all the letters

he thus wrote have been preserved. In the com-

munities to whom they were addressed there would

naturally exist the greatest anxiety for their preser-

vation ; and, when supplemented by the Epistles

written by a few of the original apostles, they

thus supply ample materials for a fairly complete

narrative of the daily existence of the first Chris-

tians and of the influences which the Roman empire

brought to bear upon their lives and fortunes.

They have only to be studied without prejudice

or controversial bias in order to enable us to realize

the true nature of that conflict with the world in

which Christians are necessarily engaged, and will

be engaged, as long as the world shall last. Such

a picture of the energetic life of " the Church of

the Apostles" must be not only in the highest

degree interesting, but will supply an important

element towards a thorough comprehension of the

history of Christian doctrine, and of that growth of
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Christian practices and modes of expression which

has been the result of the undying vitaHty of the

Church.

It is instructive, too, as has been already said, to

us who are born in an age when it is comparatively

easy to live a Christian life, to recall the terrible

nature of the strife which was maintained by our

spiritual forefathers eighteen centuries ago, when the

circumstances of civilized society were so little like

those of our own time, and a sharp line marked the

followers of Jesus Christ from those who were His

enemies.

IV. In the fifty-second year after the birth of

our Lord, when the earliest of St. Paul's letters, that

which he sent to the Thessalonians from Corinth, is

believed to have been written, the Roman empire

was master of nearly all the thickly-peopled parts of

Europe and of a considerable portion of Asia, to

say nothing of the footing which it had gained on

the northern shores of Africa. And thus it is,

that, when we trace the features of the life of the

Church in the apostolic age, we find everywhere

the signs of that peculiar influence which Rome
exercised over the races subject to her sway. It

was through that unity of government which was

characteristic of her system that the first preachers

of Christianity were able to travel to and fro at their

pleasure, with little or no hindrance. The general

use of the Greek lano-uagre as a means of commu-

nication, like French in modern times, was another
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effect of the Roman unity of administration, whose

importance it is difficult to overrate when the

apostles came to write to the converts whom they

made. Even when writing to the Jewish Christians

in general, the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews

wrote in Greek, with no apology for using a language

which might be supposed strange in their ears.

V. Aofain, it was through the action of the

Roman system that ^rge numbers of Jews were

already settled in many of the cities to which

the apostles carried the tidings of the gospel.

Hence it was that the fundamental doctrine of

Christianity, which asserted that the gospel was

designed for all mankind without distinction of

nation, was at once made a matter of vehement

practical discussion, sometimes embittered with all

the acrimony which an ancient and narrow-minded

people like the Jews were capable of feeling.

VI. Another important element in the practical

application of the teaching of Jesus Christ was the

result of the peculiar temperament of the Jewish

race when brought into collision with the peculiar

temperament of Rome and of all persons whose

natures were moulded by her example. To some

extent the subtle, passionate, and poetic Greek

nature had modified the hard, straigrhtforvvard, and

relentless Roman nature ; but it had not seriously

lessened its resoluteness and love for practical

thoroughness, as distinct from intellectual refinements

and fondness for artistic propriety and beauty of form.



CHRISTIANITY AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 29

" Grcecia capta',' said the Roman poet, ''fcrtun vido-

rem cepii, et artes intidit agresti Latio!' But though

conquered Greece thus made her conqueror captive,

it was her arts that she introduced into rude and

rustic Latium. The essence of the Roman nature

remained unchanged, and the more so, as it was at

first ahnost exclusively the higher ranks of Roman
society which felt the influence of Greek culture.

In the national stubbornness of the Jewish race

Rome met with her equal in determination and

obstinacy. The old type of the Hebrew tempera-

ment remains, in truth, but little altered to this hour.

Eighteen centuries have passed away, but the Jew
is still very like what he was when he endured all

the horrors of the siege of Jerusalem under the

Emperor Titus, not twenty years after St. Paul wrote

his Epistles to the Thessalonians.

Thus it was that the early controversies con-

cerning the doctrines and morals of Christianity

were carried on by two races unlike any others in

the world, and their issues were determined by men

to whom feebleness and vacillation were known only

to be regarded with contempt.

VII. What was the prevalent morality of Roman
society when the apostles preached the moral law

of Christ it is not easy to determine. Its corrupt-

ness has sometimes been exaggerated by Christian

writers, who have thus thrown needless difficulties

in the way of those who wish to picture to them-

selves the details of the life of the different com-
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munlties to whom the apostolical Epistles were

addressed. A correct estimate of the notions on

right and wrong which prevailed in Roman society

must not be looked for in the denunciations of a

professed satirist like Juvenal, any more than in a

poem like the " ^neid," in which Virgil makes one

of his chief personages express his belief in a doctrine

scarcely distinguishable from the Catholic doctrine

of purgatory, or in the exquisite burst of feeling in

which Tacitus speculates on the eternal destiny of

the virtuous Agricola.

A more trustworthy exponent of the recognized

tone of Roman morals is to be found in Horace
;

gentlemanly, Epicurean, and almost refined in his

tastes ; a thorough man of the world, as we under-

stand the form when we describe a person to whom
the Christian ideas of purity and humility are

empty phrases. There is little doubt that in

Horace we have a correct type of old Roman life,

as it existed, with occasional exceptions, in the

cities of Italy, Greece, and Asia Minor. Corinth,

it is true, was pre-eminently a city of pleasure, like

Paris or Bucharest to-day. But it is a mistake to

suppose that gross vice was always found flourishing

in the Gentile world in apostolic times, or that no

virtues were to be found in the popular heathenism.

The figures of the Sibyls on the ceiling of the Sistine

Chapel in the Vatican, sitting side by side with the

Hebrew prophets, are not simply the creation of a

painter's daring imagination. They embody the



CHRISTIANITY AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 31

historical fact, that in the pagan world there were

many men and women to whom the preaching of

the gospel came as a revelation ardently longed for

by the deepest desires of their hearts, and clearing

up the difficulties which were bowing their intellects

to the ground.

VIII. The internal condition of the Roman em-

pire was, in truth, the chief element in that " fulness

of time," of which St. Paul speaks in his Epistle to

the Galatians, when it was intended in the counsels

of God that His Son should be born of a woman.

We cannot but believe that by the phrase " the

fulness of time," and similar expressions, St. Paul

meant that from all eternity God had fixed a certain

date for the appearance of the Messiah, and that

when that year had arrived Jesus would be born.

The birth of Jesus at the exact period when it

took place was really an illustration of that mystery

of Omnipotence by which God accomplishes its

purposes through the agency of the free will of man.

When the peculiar character of any individual man
makes him specially fit for some purpose which it

is the will of God to accomplish, that individual man

is placed in the circumstances suited to the work

which he has to do.

The study of St. Paul's Epistles places in the

clearest light this method of adapting means to

ends which is characteristic of the Divine govern-

ment. If ever there was a man personally fitted

for a certain work, the great apostle of the Gentiles
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was that man. Nevertheless, the conversion of the

Gentiles was not a question of biography, just as

the date of the birth of the Messiah was not a

question of chronology. It was, to use a modern

term, a question of evolution. Mary was made the

mother of Jesus because the Jewish nation and the

Gentile world had reached precisely that stage of

growth which most completely harmonized with the

hidden intentions of the Almighty Lord of all.

Thus It is that the unprecedented circumstances

of human society, under the sway of Roman ad-

ministrative Imperialism, supplied the soil in which

it was the will of God that the teachings of the

gospel should grow freely and flourish. These cir-

cumstances do not, as Gibbon and other sceptical

writers vv^ould have us believe, account for the

spread of Christianity as a purely human invention.

They simply illustrate the universal method by

which God governs the world which He has created.

IX. On the correctness and completeness of

the conception that we can form of the influence

exercised by this Roman power upon the first

Christians depends, as I have implied, the correct-

ness of our estimate of the life of the apostolic

Churches, viewed as societies of human beings, of

flesh and blood like our own. To frame this con-

ception. It Is not enough to recall the language and

literature of Rome, or the costumes and architecture

of Pompeii and Herculaneum, now disinterred from

the ashes and the lava where they have lain burled
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almost since the days of St. Paul. It is not enough

to recall the public and political events of the apos-

tolic age. These things are only the dry bones of

the past, like those which the prophet saw in his

vision in the valley of Jehoshaphat. A fruitful

imagination must make these dry bones live again,

and clothe them with the flesh and blood, with the

beating hearts and flashing eyes of breathing and

moving men and women. Then we shall under-

stand what life really was at Rome, and Corinth,

and Ephesus, and Philippi. We shall comprehend

what the gospel was—a vitalizing force rather than

a system of theological propositions—because we
shall sympathize with the human beings who re-

ceived it, and sit with them when they talked

with one another, and walk with them when they

went into the fields to meditate. This is really to

understand Christianity, as well as to follow the

course of ecclesiastical history. It is to realize the

truth, not only that all races of men are of one

nature, but that the saints of God are all one,

united in one Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

X. In thus recalling the practical life of the

apostolic Christians in the midst of the influences

of Roman opinion, one circumstance, at first sight

inexplicable, stands out with marked prominence.

This is the universal hostility of the philosophic

systems of the time towards the doctrines of the

gospel. Again and again we find St. Paul referring

to it, and writing' as if he rei^^arded the antaq-onism
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as perfectly natural. In the strongest terms he not

only warns the believers against the subtle influences

of the philosophies of the heathen world, but he

assumes it as a necessary element in their lives that

philosophy should not predispose men's minds to

accept Christianity as of Divine origin.

How was this ? it will be asked. What was the

nature of those philosophic theories which thus had

the effect of creating an actual antagonism to the

gospel, instead of leading men to recognize in it the

solution of that mystery of existence which all wise

men had been attempting to explain ?

The philosophic systems which had taken pos-

session of the Roman intellect were really only two,

both of them practical rather than speculative—the

systems of Epicurus and of Zeno the Stoic. Epi-

curus taught that the gods^o not trouble themselves

about human affairs, and that the wisest men are

those who make this life a period of tranquil enjoy-

ment. Zeno held different views, and was the

master of nearly all the nobler minds of Rome.

Wisdom, he taught them, consists in self-conquest,

and in rising superior to all the pains and anxieties

of life. The Emperor Marcus Aurelius has left us a

remarkable picture of the power of the Stoic philo-

sophy in his " Meditations," or "Diary." His natural

character was singularly refined and elevated, and his

opinions on questions of right and wrong approach

the morality of the gospel. The work is really a

daily record of his own inner life, and exhibits him
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as a model of the virtues to which heathenism could

attain in an essentially Roman nature.

The more speculative philosophies of Plato and

Aristotle had less attraction for this Roman nature.

What would have been their effect in predisposing

men's minds towards the gospel, or against it, we
have few materials for judging; but it seems likely

that their tendencies would on the whole have been

anti-Christian. What we have to note is the un-

doubted fact, that even the austere morality of

Stoicism did not lead those who acted upon it to

recog^nize in the ofreat Teacher of the Sermon on

the Mount a Master whose claims to be accepted as

a Divine Lawgiver demanded the most respectful

attention. How is this to be accounted for ?

XL The explanation is at hand. No Greek

philosopher ever formed a conception of the truth

that profound personal humility is the only basis of

all moral goodness. Every attempt at being wise

or good which rests on self-reliance is an utter

failure. Hence, when the philosophers heard of the

Christian doctrine of the self-humiliation of the Son

of God, they scorned it as a preposterous absurdity.

When paganism had dreamed of any sort of incar-

nation of its divinities, it had invented fables w^hose

revolting character is thinly veiled, but not disguised,

by the exquisite poetry of the "Iliad" and the

" Odyssey," and the dignity and loveliness of the

sculptures of Phidias and Praxiteles. These fables

of popular mythology were, indeed, treated as
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fables by the philosophic intellect ; but they were

the creations of minds akin to itself, and were

thought to be poetic and harmless, and even useful

for the multitude.

Conceive, then, the amazement of the haughty

philosophic Greek or Roman, when he heard from

the lips of St. Paul or of some Christian convert

any expressions corresponding with the doctrine

of the Incarnation, as set forth in the Epistle

to the Philippians :
" Let this mind be in you,

which was also in Christ Jesus : who, being in the

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal

with God : but made Himself of no reputation, and

took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made

in the likeness of men : and being found in fashion

as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient

unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore

also God hath highly exalted Him, and given Him
the name- which is above every name : that at the

name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in

heaven, and things on earth, and things under the

earth ; and that every tongue should confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father."
'"

To our philosopher the very phraseology of these

sublime sentences would be but imperfectly intelli-

gible, but he would understand enough of their

general drift to kindle his passionate anger or his

contemptuous scorn. And in his private intercourse

^- Phil. ii. 5-1 1.
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with those who bowed their knees to Jesus, he would

direct his keenest sarcasms to undermine their faith,

and when he failed to undermine it, he would try

so to distort it with his insinuations, that all its

simplicity and purity would be gone.

What wonder, then, that we find St. Paul again

and ao-ain warning the believers arainst the influ-

ences of the philosophy of men, and teaching them

that the doctrines of the cross must necessarily

appear foolishness to the wise men of the world ?

And the more closely the matter is examined, the

more distinctly we recognize the necessary antago-

nism of the ancient philosophies to a creed which

rested on a belief in the incarnation of the Eternal

Son, not for His own gratification, but in order to

save from its sins a helpless and miserable world.
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CHAPTER III.

THESSALONICA.

I. On the southern coast of Macedonia, close to

the great mlhtary road leading from Dyrrachium

to Byzantium, and overlooking the waters of the

^gean Sea, stood an ancient city, whose name is

familiar to modern readers, from its importance as

a strategical and commercial centre, and as an object

of open desire on the part of those nations who are

now ea^er to share in those remains of the old

Roman empire which have been for centuries under

the rule of the Mahometan Turks. Salonica, once

Thessalonica, was associated with one of the most

momentous events which have marked the history

of mankind, nearly five hundred years before the

birth of Jesus Christ. From the summit of the hills

above its bay, Xerxes looked down upon the vast

fleet bearing the hordes with which he hoped to

crush the power of civilized Greece, and rule with

autocratic tyranny over tribes of conquered slaves.

Before these five centuries had well expired, the last

great monarchy of the heathen world was already
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showing signs of that silent undermining which was

destined to break it in pieces, and rear in its place

a new monarchy, the spiritual kingdom of the Son

of Mary, the maiden of Bethlehem.

When the news of the birth, death, and resur-

rection of Jesus was first brought to Thessalonica,

it was still an important and thriving place, distin-

guished from other cities on the seaboard of Asia

Minor by its social and political reputation, as the

residence of the Roman governor of Macedonia.

Its inhabitants in general inherited much of that

force of character through which Philip, the Mace-

donian king, had overpowered the resistance of the

Athenian soldiery, though inspired by the fiery

eloquence of the heroic Demosthenes. In the two

letters which St. Paul wrote to his converts at

Thessalonica, it is easy to discover tokens of that

simplicity and thoroughness of nature, still surviving

among them, which were to be noted in the Mace-

donian troops of Philip and his son Alexander, and

not in the brave though vanquished people of Athens

and the Greeks of the Peloponnesus. Certainly

there was something in them which called into play

all the emotions of St. Paul's affectionate heart.

Again and again he returns to the subject, and tells

them of the comfort he found in thinking of their

steadfastness, and how he habitually prayed for their

welfare. And all this comes out so spontaneously,

that we cannot fail to understand what sort of people

these Thessalonian Christians were ; how simple-
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minded, generous, and unaffected. Nor are we sur-

prised when we read what the apostle says about

the influence which their example exercised upon

the believers in other parts of the country. Clearly,

there were few local Churches which cost him so

little anxiety, and which exhibited to their heathen

friends and kinsfolk so striking an exemplification of

those peculiarities of the Christian character which

were at once so strange and so winning in the eyes

of intelligent paganism.

II. It was about twenty years after the death of

Jesus Christ that it was rumoured in the market-

place and on the shore of the bay of Thessalonica

that a visit was expected from the wonderful man,

about whom the inhabitants had heard such conflict-

ing reports. It was said that he was a Jew of high

caste, once a persecutor of the Christians, but now
the fearless advocate of the claims of the crucified

Jesus. What he specifically taught, and what kind

of man he was, no one seemed to know, except

vaguely. What was certain was, that wherever

he and his companions had been, an indescribable

movement of popular feeling had been the result

of their speaking, Paul, as he was generally called,

notwithstanding his Jewish origin, made friends and

enemies everywhere, his enemies accusing him of

turning the world upside down, and his friends

attaching themselves to him with inexplicable fer-

vour. If only from curiosity to see and hear so

extraordinary a person, all classes in Thessalonica
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were more or less excited by the news that he was

to appear among them.

III. Soon it was known that he had arrived,

and that on the next day he would speak in the

synagogue which belonged to a community of Jews

settled in the city. Of the crowd that came together

to hear him, few can have been prepared for his

exact appearance when he presented himself. He
was not a man of commanding presence, and those

who expected a display of the arts of the popular

orator or the professed rhetorician were disappointed.

Those who could read deeper than the surface saw

a man apparently of good education, animated by a

sense of personal dignity, all the more remarkable

because of his absolute absorption in the subject on

which he spoke. Tradition has not preserved any

account of the peculiar quality of St. Paul's voice
;

but from the knowledge of his character which

we gather from his various Epistles, it cannot be

doubted that the tenderness of an unusually sweet

and loving disposition was apparent in every

sentence that he uttered. Recalling the scene in

that provincial synagogue, as he stood before his

Jewish and Gentile hearers, and told them that the

crucified Jesus was the Son of the Eternal God, we
can realize the deep silence that fell upon the as-

sembly, unbroken except by the sob or sigh of some

listener, touched to the quick by the tidings of the

salvation which Paul offered to all men in the name

of God.
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At length the speaker ceased, and the Hsteners

dispersed. On the two following sabbaths Paul

repeated his reasonings, and their effect was not

long in showing Itself. Of the Jews not many were

convinced. Their proud, narrow, unspirltual na-

tionalism blinded their minds to the apostle's argu-

ments. It was in vain that he showed them that the

Messiah whom their Scriptures promised was One

who would suffer and die in order to set up a king-

dom not of this world. With few exceptions, they

were unconscious of that sense of sin and misery

which leads the Intellect to acquiesce In a spiritual

Interpretation of the Old Testament promises of

a conquering Deliverer. Of the Gentiles, on the

contrary, not a few were moved by Paul's argument.

Ignorant though they were of the writings of the

Hebrew psalmists and prophets, many among them

were overpowered by a sense of helplessness and

misery which the speculations of the most enlight-

ened paganism failed to explain. Frequent conver-

sations with the apostle himself and with Silas his

companion confirmed the Impressions made upon

these pious Gentiles, and strengthened the resolu-

tions of those who might be disposed to waver.

Then quickly the natural bitterness of Judaism

broke out Into personal hostility. The unconverted

Jews stirred up the passions of a mob of the lowest

inhabitants of the city, always ready for a riot ; and

Paul and Silas were dragged before the magistrates,

and accused of designs against the Roman authority.
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It was the standinsf charo^e aofainst the followers of

Christ, as it had been the charge urged against

Himself, as false as it was malicious. But it

answered the purpose of those who got up the

cry ; and the magistrates of Thessalonica being

no wiser or more honest than Pontius Pilate, the

friends of Paul and Silas saw that there was no

way of securing their safety if they remained in

the city, and they accordingly sent them away by

night.

From Thessalonica Paul went to Berea, but

the malignity of his Thessalonian Jewish enemies

followed him thither, and, with Silas, he was com-

pelled to fly. Me visited Athens and Corinth, and

from Corinth he wrote his letters to the converts

whom he had left behind at Thessalonica. Before

writing the first of the two letters he had sent his

disciple Timothy to see them, and to bring him

confidential information concerning their spiritual

condition under the trying circumstances in which

they were placed, aggravated as were their diffi-

culties by his own enforced flight from the city and

neighbourhood. Timothy brought back with him a

most cheering account of their steadfastness and

faith, and of the affection which they cherished for

Paul himself.

IV. On receiving this report, the apostle, who

was then at Corinth, wrote and despatched his First

Epistle to the Thessalonians, which, as far as is

known, is the first letter that he ever wrote to any
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of his converts. It is singularly interesting, and,

when read in connection with the second letter,

which was not long in following, it enables us to

realize distinctly the life which was being led by the

Christian believers in the midst of their still uncon-

verted fellow-townsmen. Quite as much as any of

St. Paul's Epistles, it is stamped with the marks of

that individuality of character which distinguished

him, and which was one of the secrets of his wonder-

ful success among persons of every variety of nation-

ality and cultivation. It was this profoundly sympa-

thetic heart of the great apostle that made him a

master among men, wherever he carried the tidings

of that Divine love which had won over his own

heart, and changed the persecutor of the followers

of Jesus into the preacher, the confessor, and at last

the martyr for Christ's sake.

In writing to the simple-minded people of Thes-

salonica, all this characteristic warmth of St. Paul's

nature is called into activity. They were not a

community of highly cultivated or courtly men and

women, whose spiritual progress might be supposed

to have had special attractiveness for the well-born

Cilician Hebrew of the Hebrews, nurtured in the

school of the philosophic Gamaliel. They were for

the most part a hardy folk, of the old Macedonian

type, gaining their living by the. occupations be-

longing to a seaport town, while the higher

families of the place felt the influence of the

presence of the Roman governor of the province,
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whose official residence was fixed at Thessalonica

and of the travellers along the great road leading to

Byzantium.

V. As might be expected in the case of new
converts in such a population, what they needed

from their spiritual father was practical advice and

consolation, rather than explanations of subtleties

and bewildering speculations. Hence we find St.

Paul assuming that they habitually recognized the

practical value of prayer, as a means for obtaining

the objects they desired from God. If they wanted

him to visit them, they had only to pray for it, and

he trusts that their prayers will be answered. Again

and again phrases incidentally occur, showing how
undoubting was the apostle s own faith in the effi-

cacy of constant and earnest praying, and his cer-

tainty that the Thessalonians shared his faith. Of
the fine-drawn distinctions between prayer for spiri-

tual graces and prayer for temporal gifts, which now
exercise so much influence on sincere Christians,

these unsophisticated Thessalonians knew nothing.

They had never heard of what we now call the laws

of nature, and the molecular relations of the physical

universe to its component parts. If they wanted

rain, they prayed for it. If they wanted calm waters

in the yEgean, they prayed that there might be

calm
;
just as when they wanted a visit from St.

Paul, they prayed for it.

Then, again, it is evident that they had not com-

pletely got rid of their old heathen habits of licen-
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tlousness and dishonest dealing, of which apparently

some of them thought little.

But if there was one element in the practical life

of the believers of Thessalonica which seems espe-

cially strange to most Christians of to-day, it was the

manner in which they looked forward to a speedy

termination of the existing constitution of the world,

and the grounds on which they took comfort when

grieving for the loss of those they loved. As was

the case with all persons who were converted to the

faith of Christ, their affections for one another were

deepened by their newly learnt love of God. The

mother learnt to mourn for her dead children, the

sister for her brother, the husband for his wife, and

the friend for the friend, with a sorrow that refused

to be comforted by the fancies of pagan mythology,

or even the faint hopes which the pious Jew gathered

from the Old Testament Scriptures.

VI. To these wounded hearts St. Paul brought

the Christian consolation. The resurrection of Jesus,

he taught them, is the pledge of the resurrection of

man, and of that reunion with those whom we have

lost which alone can dry our tears. And to this

reunion with the dead these Thessalonian Christians

looked forward as about to occur under conditions

the attractiveness of which many people to-day find

it difficult to realize. The sio-nificant fact to be

especially noted, when we recall the actual life of the

Thessalonian Christians, is this—that they were not

taught by St. Paul simply to look forward to a re-
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union with the dead in some future state of exist-

ence, but to expect it soon, through the reappear-

ance of Christ Himself in this world. There is no

doubt whatever as to the meaning of the apostle's

teaching. The Lord will come, he said, and the

dead in Christ will at once arise, and will be taken to

meet the Lord, before us who are alive. He does

not say, before those who will be alive. He speaks

of himself and the faithful in Thessalonica as beinof

still alive, and as being preceded by the risen dead

to the immediate presence of Christ. Then the

living and the dead would be united for ever. And
in this expectation St. Paul bids the believers to find

consolation in their sorrows for those whom they had

loved and lost, and to comfort one another in their

griefs.

That the believers took this consolation to heart,

and that a conviction that Christ would speedily re-

appear entered deeply into their practical existence,

is evident from St. Paul's second letter, and from the

mischievous inferences which some of their number

drew from the apostle's teaching. It was perhaps

natural, in a hardworking race like the Thessa-

lonians, to think that a freedom from laborious toil

would be one of the chief delights of heaven ; and it

is not much to be wondered at that some of the more

ignorant among them argued that if the present

constitution of society was speedily to come to an

end, they might as well anticipate the pleasures of

a heavenly existence by taking at once to idleness.
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leaving to their wealthier neighbours the business of

finding them food and such clothing as they needed.

Probably they were somewhat surprised when St.

Paul's second letter arrived, and they were told by

him that those who would not work should be left to

starve.

Accompanying this denunciation of selfish indo-

lence, we find St. Paul implying that though he

had written under a belief that he himself would

be alive at the coming of Christ, he had uttered no

word which might be regarded as a declaration that

he really knew the precise period at which this

coming might be looked for. In fact, it was im-

possible that he could ever have countenanced such

a notion. Though he was not present on the

occasion described in the beo-inningf of the Acts of

the Apostles, he must have been well aware that

on that occasion the Lord had expressly declared

that the knowledo^e of the dates of comingf events

was no part of the revelation which He commis-

sioned the apostles to teach to all the nations of

the earth.

At the same time, while St. Paul thus cautioned

the Thessalonians against assumino- that the Lord

either was or was not about to return, he told them

that this return must undoubtedly be preceded by

a certain event which had not then taken place.

This event was the completion of the anti-Christian

and idolatrous work of a certain power whom he

terms " the man of sin," whose machinations were
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already beginning when the letter was written.

Who or what was this man of sin, and what was

the controlling power that partially restrained these

deadly results, no one now really knows. It is to be

remarked, however, that St. Paul seems to expect

that the people of Thessalonica would without

difficulty understand his meaning, at least as a

practical warning.

VII. And thus we are able to complete our

picture of the daily life of the brave and faithful

souls who fouoht the o-ood fiorht more than eitrhteen

centuries ago, and who were the first Christian

community who enjoyed the privilege of receiving

a letter signed by the hand of the great apostle

of the Gentiles. Nothing in the existing city of

Salonica remains to suggest to the traveller that he

sees the very stones of the buildings on which the

great apostle's eyes rested when he came to the

old city, and on those three sabbath days proclaimed

that the tragedy on Calvary was the murder of the

incarnate Son of God. It is different in some other

of those venerable sites, such as Corinth or Ephesus;

and now at last there are fragments of the famous

Ephesian temple of Diana to be seen in London

itself. Yet the daily life of the Christians of Thessa-

lonica can be recalled in all its completeness. An
active, vigorous, and hearty race ; not poetical, nor

controversial, nor mietaphysical, they received the

gospel as a guide to their conduct and a consola-

tion in their troubles. Their unbelieving Jewish

£
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neighbours might persecute, and then* Gentile neigh-

bours might jeer at them, but they went on beheving

in Jesus and His promises, and whatever they

wanted they prayed for. They stood by the graves

of those whom they had loved and lost, and wondered

how soon those graves would open, and the living

forms of the dead in Christ would rise, and meet

Him as He came in His glory. In what way, they

asked one another, was the mystery of iniquity, the

man of sin, now working ? Was it, perhaps, at

their very doors } Who could say ? And they

asked one another all the more eagerly and anxiously

when ships from various ports in the Mediterranean

sailed into their harbour, and people who had been

to Rome or Byzantium brought news of the growing

audacities of the imperial soldiery, and the weakness

and folly of the feeble-minded Claudius who now

sat upon the throne once filled by the magnificent

Augustus. What did it all portend to themselves ?

And why, they could not help asking, is the Lord

so lonof in coming- ? What harm could there be in

entreating Him to come quickly } When they

repeated His own prayer again, and said, "Thy
kingdom come," it was only natural that in their

hearts they should mean, "May Thy visible kingdom

come quickly."

Such was the Church of Thessalonica eighteen

hundred and thirty years ago. Imperial Rome was

in her decline, and hastening to her fall, though it

was long delayed. Byzantium, the new Rome, of
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which these Thessalonians heard so mucli, soon

to be transformed into Constantinople, was giving

promise of its future splendours, with nothing to

foreshadow the fate that awaited it, or of that last

destiny which is still hidden from our modern eyes.

All now is changed. The Moslem, with his

ruthless foot, has trampled upon the very spot where

the saintly lips of the great apostle once proclaimed

the unsearchable riches of Christ. All is changed

and gone, except that faith and love which Divine

grace infused into the souls of those devout believers,

whose very names are unknown to us. That faith

and love will still survive in every Christian heart

till the purposes of God are accomplished ; and then

Jesus will be once more amongst us, not in His

humiliation, but in His power and glory.
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CHAPTER IV.

GALATIA.

I, A STRIKING illustration of the differences of

character which marked the Christians of the

apostolic age is supplied by the letter which St.

Paul wrote to the Churches of Galatia shortly after

he wrote his Second Epistle to the Thessalonians.

Thessalonica was not far from the southern border

of the province of Asia Minor, in those days called

Galatia ; but in reading the Epistle to the Galatians

we seem to be passing into a new world of thought

and feeling. The simplicity, the steadfastness, and

the cordiality of the Thessalonians have all vanished,

and the tone of the apostle's remonstrances to the

Galatians bears little resemblance to that of the

warm-hearted, thankful sentences in which he writes

to the faithful men and women of Thessalonica.

Of course he is still the same man himself, and the

lovingness of his nature breaks out in the midst of

the indiofnant remonstrances which he addresses to

his unstable converts, both of Jewish and Gentile

origin. Yet the general impression which the letter

gives of the Galatian Christians is not agreeable.
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And it is only by remembering the peculiar

influences which Judaism exercised upon the Jews

of the day that we can at all understand the state of

mind of the Galatian believers. The controversies

which agitated them have passed so completely

into the regions of extinct speculations, that we
study St. Paul's reasonings with a half-antiquarian

interest, wondering at the angry character of the

disputes which made Galatia the reverse of a home

of peace and quiet. It is only by recollecting

that the roots of the controversy lay deep in the

unchangeable infirmities of human nature that we

can recognize in much of the apostle's argument

anything that practically concerns ourselves. From
this point of view the condition of the Galatian

Churches is full of interest, and abounds with sue-

gestions of the utmost consequence.

II. Situated in the middle of Asia Minor, the

district of Galatia was within an easy distance from

Thessalonica. The peculiar origin of the population

of Galatia partly accounts for the peculiarities of its

people when converted to the faith of the gospel.

A colony of the Gaulish invaders of the Roman
Republic had settled in this part of Asia Minor,

giving their name to the district, and had been

mingled, rather than united, with the people of

other races who inhabited the territory. In St.

Paul's days the Gaulish temperament was as un-

changed as it is to this day in France ; and when

it came into contact with Greek, or Asiatic, or, still
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more, with Jewish influences, it exhibited all the

characteristics of an impulsive, though bold and

energetic nature.

Thus it was, that while in Thessalonica the

spirit of Judaism chiefly affected the unconverted

Jews, whom it excited to personal violence towards

Paul and Silas, in Galatia the mischief it worked

was far more serious, as it aftected the converted

Jews themselves. The believers were thus divided

into two parties ; and if it can hardly be said that

the two broke out into open hostility, their disputes

were incessant, and the very springs of Christian

love and good works were poisoned. The Jews,

though sincerely converted, took the admission of

the Gentiles to the privileges of the Gospel with

a very ill grace. They had found it useless to

contend not only against the reasonings of Paul,

the avowed apostle of the Gentiles, but against

the authority of Peter himself, who had been at

one time inclined to the national exclusiveness,

though he had yielded to the determined remon-

strances and public opposition of Paul. But, having

unwillingly submitted, they, or at least the leading

men among them, adopted a new line of argument,

at first sight so plausible, that, when urged with the

characteristic persistency of their race, it bewildered

the Gentile converts. Not being attached to St.

Paul himself with the fervour of devotion and admi-

ration of the warm-hearted Thessalonians, and not

loving the self-denying precepts of the gospel with
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any very practical love, these Galatian Gentiles had

little to fall back upon, when their Jewish fellow-

converts gave them no peace, tormenting them with

assertions that every Gentile Christian was bound

to be circumcised, alleging that the law of Moses,

being confessedly given by God, could not be abro-

gated, and was of universal obligation till the end of

the world.

As they were unable to detect the fallacy which

this theory embodied, the whole personal life of

the Gentile converts was disturbed and materially

suffered. How could it be otherwise } It was

difficult enough for men who had been brought up

in the self-indulgent, unloving habits of heathenism

to master their passions, and adopt the law of

Christ, surrounded as they were by fellow-country-

men devoted to jovialities and revellings, and as

quarrelsome as they were licentious. And when

to these trials of their morality were added the

astounding assertions of their Jewish fellow-Chris-

tians, claiming to be more enlightened than them-

selves, their whole spiritual life was endangered, and

their peace of mind was well-nigh gone.

III. What was the extent of the reform which

was effected by St. Paul's letter to them we have

no means of knowing. But it must have been

thorough, for it attacked their errors at the very

root. The letter is not long, but it states the whole

case in St. Paul's most forcible manner. The law

of Moses, he says, was undoubtedly of Divine origin,
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but it was designed to serve one special purpose

;

and when it had served that purpose, all its cere-

monial enactments, including the observance of

certain days and years as sacred, were abrogated.

The one purpose of the Mosaic lav/ was to teach

man his utter helplessness when dependent upon

himself; and thus, as a schoolmaster, to bring him

to Christ. It bade man attempt a perfect life as

a work within his own capacity, and with all the

help that ceremonial observances could give him,

and then to mark the result. Absolute failure was

sure to follow, for in such a case nothing less than

complete success in every detail could be accepted.

If man was to stand upon his own rights before

God, he could not present himself as half a sinner

and half a saint. The bond was absolute in the

conditions which it required to be fulfilled. To
state the Jewish view was, in fact, to disprove it.

Man, without a mediator, and without the indwelling

of a Divine Spirit in his soul, cannot present himself

with any claims before God. Thus he is compelled

to have recourse to the mediation and help of

Christ ; and the law of Moses, having thus fulfilled

its purpose, is abolished, except, of course, in those

duties of morality which existed from the first

moment of man's creation, and were not created by

any positive enactments of Moses. These duties

the grace of Christ now made it possible for man

to fulfil in all their completeness. In the sight of

God, therefore, the one question was, not what race
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or community a man belonged to, but whether or

not his nature was renewed by the operation of the

Holy Spirit of God.

IV. As for the conduct of the Galatians them-

selves, St. Paul tells them in the plainest terms

that, while busying themselves with this miserable

controversy, they had been neglecting the first

duties of the moral law, enforced by the teaching

of Christ, as they must have understood it from

his own instructions when with them.

All this, in truth, gives a melancholy, though,

perhaps, not very surprising picture of the spiritual

condition of the Christians of these towns and

villages scattered about this Asiatic province. What

does surprise us is their treatment of St. Paul him-

self. This treatment is an illustration of the effect

which clearness of aim and tenacity of purpose exer-

cise in all human affairs. The non-Jewish inhabit-

ants of Galatia being a mixed race, in whom the

old Gaulish nature, itself impetuous rather than

persevering, was not thoroughly welded with the

Greek, Roman, and Asiatic elements into one

homogeneous character, could not resist the dogged

pertinacity of a people so intensely national and

united as the children of Abraham have remained

from generation to generation. Accordingly, when

the Jewish party set to work to undermine St.

Paul's apostolic authority, which was confessedly

hostile to their pretensions, the wavering Gentile

converts could not devise any sufficient reply. All
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through the Galatian district, what we should now
call the mot d'ordre was given to the Jewish mem-
bers of the Church ; and whenever a Gentile pleaded

St. Paul's authority against the intolerable preten-

sions of the Jewish partisans, Who is this Paul,

it was asked, that we should submit ourselves to

his dictation ? He calls himself an apostle ; but

every one knows that while Jesus was alive, he

hated those who believed in Jesus. The real

apostles are all at Jerusalem. Has Peter autho-

rized Paul to upset the law of Moses ? Have any

of those who are at Jerusalem sanctioned his

teaching ? Did he ever pretend that they had ?

He is nobody
; and if 3'ou Gentiles wish to be

saved you must submit to the laws of Moses, how-

ever much you may dislike them.

V. When Paul heard of this avowed rebellion

against his authority, his indignation was uncon-

cealed ; and the Christian Church of all ages is under

the deepest obligations to the perverse Galatians for

having thus drawn from the great apostle of the

Gentiles a statement in detail of the course of his

personal history after his conversion. How much

we thus owe to the fickleness of these people, and

to the perverse ingenuity of the Jews among them,

it is not easy to estimate. It was the same in their

case as in that of other Churches, whose internal

condition gave occasion to the writing of that wonder-

ful series of letters which have become the treasure

of the Church in all as^es.
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The Epistle to the Galatlans, indeed, in a

remarkable deo^ree reminds us of the soundness of

the principle recognized in the present inquiry, and

convinces the Biblical student that then only can

these Epistles be estimated at their correct value,

and be rightly understood, when they are studied as

actual letters called forth, in each case, by peculiar

circumstances, and that it is absurd to read St. Paul's

writings as if they were a collection of theological

documents, published, as it were, by him for the

benefit of believers in general. As we read this

Epistle, we are continually called to remember that

they are bond fide letters, written to actual persons,

with especial reference to their circumstances and

their conduct. Their style, again, is for the most

part almost colloquial, and though it bears no trace

of hastiness, yet the letters often pass from one

subject to another without formal method or

arrangement, just like other letters which are

intended by their writers to be personal communi-

cations, and not essays put forth to the world under

the guise of Epistles.

Thus it is that, when we study St. Paul's letter to

these fickle Galatians, it is at first really difificult to

understand the condition of a Christian society which

called for such assertions of the writer's apostolic

claims as we now read after the lapse of so many

centuries. Still, these claims must have been to

some extent new to the Galatian believers. When
they vacillated between the true gospel and a mock
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reproduction of Judaism, they could hardly have

been prepared to hear that St. Paul did not receive

his apostolic commission from the original apostles,

but supernaturally from Jesus Himself; and that the

same Jesus who thus gave him his commission to

preach the gospel, supernaturally communicated to

him a knowledge of its doctrines. Thus, when the

Galatians were instructed by their teacher in the

faith of Christ, it was as if they were listening to

the very words of the crucified and risen Redeemer

;

and no man, whether Jew or Gentile, could dare to

gainsay His teaching.

What was the final impression produced upon

the Galatian believers by St. Paul's letter we have

no means of knowing. We can but speculate upon

the discussions it aroused in the towns and villages

scattered about on the mountainous slopes of the

whole region. It is impossible to set a limit to the

operations of Divine grace, and it may be that

the Galatian Christians were so changed as to

become saints and even martyrs for Christ. If they

were thus changed, they would deserve to be re-

corded among the brightest examples of the power

of the Holy Ghost, enlightening human stupidity

and making the fairest flowers grow in the most

uncongenial soils.
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CHAPTER V.

CORINTH.

I. When St. Paul had finished his work in Mace-

donia, he v/ent on, with his companions, to Athens,

on his way to Corinth. His visit to Athens was one

of the most memorable of those which are described

in the Acts of the Apostles, as it was there that he

delivered the famous address, in which he explained

the spiritual nature of the Godhead, and recognized

the holiest motives of many of the heathen world in

their efforts to penetrate into the mystery of the

unseen. This visit to Athens has also a special

interest for us who are of the English race, as vv'e

have in our possession the actual sculptures of the

superb temple which was the glory of Athens and

the envy of all Greece wdien St. Paul was there.

When we stand before those wonderful marbles, our

pulse throbs quicker and our eyes glisten, as we

remember that when the great apostle of the Gentiles

walked through the streets of Athens and watched

the devotions of the people he had before him, those

identical bas-reliefs which then adorned the frieze of
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the Parthenon, and which, now known as the Elgin

Marbles, are among the most precious relics of

antiquity that time has spared, to show us what

Greek art was in the days of its glory. St. Paul,

however, thought nothing of Phidias, or of that

statue of ivory and gold within the temple in which

the greatest of sculptors had embodied the highest

conceptions of eternal wisdom to which the Greek

intellect had attained ; for his heart was stirred

within him as he reflected that these men of Athens,

with all their acuteness and philosophy, were so

utterly ignorant of real wisdom that they worshipped

their fabled goddess Minerva as their ideal and

virgin teacher, and yet imagined that the essence of

the Godhead was such that the Eternal One could

live in temples made by human hands.

II. And then he saw an altar with a strange

inscription, which awakened all his sympathetic pity,

for it was addressed " to the unknown God." What
would we not give now if, in addition to the bas-

reliefs of the combats of the Centaurs and the Lapi-

thae, we could discover that identical altar, reared to

the unknown divinity, by a people so much given *

to worship the unseen powers, that their piety,

ignorant as it was, called forth the apostle's un-

grudging praises ?

III. When, then, with the recollections of Athens

still haunting his memory, St. Paul went on to

Corinth, he found himself in another world. In

* AetcrtSat/xoi'ecrTepot.
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Athens the glory of the city was a temple reared in

honour of wisdom. In Corinth they gloried in a
temple raised to the goddess of carnal love ; and
what Minerva was to the Athenians, Venus was to

the Corinthians, with whom the most unrestrained

licentiousness was recognized as lawful and honour-

able .

And thus it came about that when the apostle,

after founding a Christian Church in t-lie heart of

that city of pleasure, went on his journey, and shortly

afterwards wrote his letters to the Corinthian be-

lievers, we find him again and again contrasting the

wisdom of the Greeks with the true wisdom of the

gospel. The influence of what he had seen and

heard in Athens was evidently still powerful in his

recollections ; at the same time that both of the

letters to the Corinthians show that a belief in the

perfection of human philosophy was as dominant

among them as among the less licentious and more

speculative people of Athens. The practical differ-

ence between the religions of the two cities was

indeed great. No altar dedicated to an unknown

God was to be seen in Corinth. They cared only

for the subtleties of the Greek philosophy, so far as

its proud self-sufficiency left the enjoyments of life

unrestrained by any stern or severe morality.

Athens might cry out in her distress to the unseen

and unknown. It was enough for Corinth that she

had the Paphian goddess for her tutelary divinity.

St. Paul's two Epistles record, at the same time,
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some singular aberrations of thought among the

Corinthian converts. Many of them being of

Jewish origin, the influence of the Jewish party in

the whole community was considerable. In fact,

Crispus, the chief person in the synagogue, had

become a Christian
; and from the salutation in the

beginning of the first Epistle, which includes the

name of Sosthenes, it appears that the gospel had

been received by the very man who had instigated

the mob of Jews in the city to drag Paul and Silas

before Gallio, the Roman Governor of Corinth and

of all Achaia.

IV, St. Paul's whole stay in Corinth lasted

about eighteen months, and when at last he went

away, he supposed that the believers were an en-

lightened community, and that neither the moral

corruptness of the place nor the vain speculations

of heathen philosophy would materially interfere

with their spiritual progress. He was not a little

surprised and disappointed. The spirit of sectarian-

ism, which v/as a natural result of the division into

opposing schools of thought among the Greek

philosophers, gave birth to divisions among the

Corinthian Christians which, to our modern judg-

ment, appear as ludicrous as they were in reality

serious. There was no specifically Jewish party in

Corinth as there was in the more rustic population

of Galatla. The divisions of the Corinthians were

essentially Greek, a result of the national fondness

for the dialectic methods of the philosophers ; only.
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instead of ranking themselves as Stoics, or Epi-

cureans, or devotees of the Academy, they separated

into petty sects, calHng themselves by the names of

their Christian instructors. Some of them declared

that they followed the doctrine of Paul, others that

of Apollos, others that of Cephas, and others that of

Christ. A curious spectacle they must have pre-

sented to their heathen fellow-citizens, still satisfied

with their own worship of Venus, and upholding her

unholy rites. This result, of course, troubled the

Corinthian sectarians but little, or not at all. Men
and women who could persuade themselves that the

gospel of the crucified Jesus was not essentially one,

but might be modified at the will of the teachers

who proclaimed it, were not likely to distress them-

selves about the disedifying effect of their quarrels

upon their unbelieving neighbours. To us, who see

in these Corinthian parties only a caricature of the

partisanship of the disciples of Zeno and Epicurus

and Aristotle, their essentially anti-Christian character

is evident enough, and they seem almost childish in

their shallowness.

To St. Paul, however, they seemed to demand

the most serious refutation ; and in the manner of

the refutation which he wrote to them we cannot

help recognizing the impression which had been

made upon his feelings by all that he had lately

been seeing at Athens. The whole community of

Corinthian Christians was, in truth, agitated by these

squabbles of a knot of self-satisfied schismatics, and
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St. Paul treats their divisions as intimately con-

nected with a certain error of vital moment, which

more or less affected the faith of the entire Corin-

thian Church. With certain exceptions, they were all

infected with that pride of the Greek philosophers

which blinded them to the perception of the truth

which lies at the root of the gospel system ; the

truth, that is, that suffering is, by the ordinance of

God, appointed to be the instrument for the re-

demption of humanity from all the evils that afflict

it. This is the law of the cross ; and it was this

law which appeared simply ridiculous in the eyes of

the Greek teachers of wisdom. The various philo-

sophic sects had each of them their peculiar methods

of reasoning, and they set up different standards of

perfection to be aimed at by the chosen few who

could rise above the level of the vulgar herd. But

in all their speculations they never penetrated to the

heart of the great mystery which enshrouds the

destiny of our race, or solved the one inscrutable

problem.

V. From their hereditary national belief in the

value of these various philosophic theories, the

Christians of Corinth had by no means freed them-

selves. The fundamental law of the gospel, that

every good thing comes to the soul of man through

suffering, was still very imperfectly grasped by them.

And yet, as St. Paul reminds them, the proofs of

the helplessness of human wisdom were constantly

before their eyes. The followers of the crucified
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Jesus were, indeed, multiplying in Corinth and else-

where, but for the most part they were of the

plebeian and uncultivated classes; not noble, or

wealthy, or learned ; but shopkeepers, like Lydia of

Thyatira, who sold scarlet silk and cloth ; or tent-

makers, like Aquila and Priscilla.

What could the philosophers make of such a

religion as this ? The fables of heathen mythology

they taught were of course false ; but there was

something grand and beautiful about many of them.

It was impossible to laugh at the idea of the cloud-

compelling Jove, or of Pallas, the goddess of wisdom,

worshipped with so much splendour by the people

of Athens. And as for their own favourite o^oddess

of pleasure, the devotion of Corinth to her rites

might be excessive, but nevertheless their Venus

was the embodiment of all that is lovely in humanity.

As for this new God of the Christians, what

cultivated intellect could admit His claims ? He
was a Jew, which fact alone was enough to pre-

dispose the lordly Greek mind to ridicule Him.

And He was a poor man, and His mother, though

of royal ancestry, was an obscure person. He was

treated by the Jews themselves as a malefactor, and

put to a shameful death. Who could regard as any-

thing but foolish a doctrine which taught that this

crucifixion Vv^as the source of human redemption }

So argued the philosophers of Corinth, and with

so much success that not a few of the new converts

were bewildered, and failed to clincr to the truth
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which excited the scorn of the Greek thinkers, as the

very essence of the gospel which they had learnt

from the apostle of Jesus himself.

As a consequence of this inadequate conception

of the gospel as a law of suffering and death, they

were staggered by the objections which they heard

made to the doctrine of the resurrection of the body.

The argument in which St. Paul points out the

philosophic flaw in the difficulty felt by the Corin-

thian Christians is a signal illustration both of the

wide range of his own philosophic thought and of

the beauty and force of rhetorical style to which he

could rise when his subject demanded it. Taken

in connection with the exposition of the nature of

Christian charity in the same Epistle, this famous

passage shows that the great apostle's powers as a

writer were on a level with those of the greatest

masters, both in poetry and prose ; and we cannot

doubt that, as a speaker, he rivalled the most

renowned orators of Greece and Rome.

VI. The difficulty which distressed the minds

of the Corinthian Christians was, indeed, plausible,

and required a carefully reasoned answer. How
can there be such a thing as a resurrection of these

miserable bodies of ours ? The very conception

of such a futurity brings its own refutation with it.

Thus they argued, and could see no way out of the

difficulty. St. Paul's reply is complete. Your diffi-

culty, he says, shows that you have not learnt the

obvious lesson which is taught by our gardens and
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fields and by the skies above us. The whole animal

and veofetable world exhibits endless varieties of

species, serving many different purposes, and all

alike the work of the Almighty Creator's hand. To
limit our conceptions of the essential nature of the

human body to our experience of its present capacities

Is to overlook all the facts of physical science, in-

volving a violation of all the laws of reasoning.

We cannot assume that there is only one possible

type of corporeal framework for our non-corporeal

souls, for the universe abounds with innumerable

varieties in every part.

But, further, the law of decay and reproduction

from that which decays is universal with our plants

and trees. The seed falls into the ground and seems

to perish, but it carries within it the germ of a new

life, which is practically brought about by its own

dissolution into the dust of the earth. When, then,

he concludes, I teach you the doctrine which I have

learnt from the risen and glorified Jesus, I teach you

nothing to which a sound philosophy can make any

objection.

VII. The Corinthian Church was, in fact, one

of the most intellectually gifted of all the apostolic

Churches. And, with all the foolish sectarian

divisions which disturbed them, they were personally

a noble example of the power of the gospel in mould-

ing men's lives in the midst of one of the most

sceptical and licentious centres of Greek heathenism.

They had a character of their own, unlike that of
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the good, simple-hearted Thessalonians or the more

rustic inhabitants of the villag-es clustered on the

hilly slopes of Galatia. Indeed, it is impossible to

imagine St. Paul sending either to Thessalonica or

Galatia such letters as he addressed to the more

subtle intellects of Corinth. The very character of

the faults against which he remonstrates in writing

to the Corinthians, his method of appealing to their

cultivated intelligence, prove the profound interest

with which they had inspired him. To them, if not

with all the hearty fulness with which he wrote to

his beloved flock at Thessalonica, yet with most

spontaneous cordiality, he poured forth all that

sweet tenderness of feeling which was his most

winning characteristic.

VIII. To us, after the lapse of so many
centuries, and living in a state of society and civili-

zation which would have roused the wonder and, in

some respects, the ridicule of Corinth and Athens,

the social and personal life of the Corinthian Chris-

tians is still a subject which awakens keen curiosity

and suggests anxious reflections. First of all, the

strictly miraculous powers * sometimes conferred

upon His servants by the Divine Head of the

Church were evidently by no means uncommon in

Corinth. What St. Paul writes leaves no room for

doubt in the matter. Some of them could heal

diseases ; some could speak in languages which they

had never learnt, not always themselves under-

* See chap. xxi.
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Standing the meaning of the words they uttered
;

others could interpret the meaning of the words thus

uttered by those who possessed the gift of tongues.

But whatever are the precise ideas which we are

to attach to these expressions of the apostle, it is

undeniable that the Corinthians were familiar with

the practical exercise of powers of an unquestionably

miraculous kind, and that the possession of these

gifts, as an effect of the presence of the Holy Ghost

in the soul, was not regarded by St. Paul as an

altogether exceptional phenomenon.

IX. We must take it for granted, then, that

for some special reason, unknown to us, it was the

will of God that in this city of sensuality, frivolity,

and intellectual conceit the heathen inhabitants

should see in the midst of them a certain com-

munity of men and women, for the most part not

belonging to the higher classes of society, counting

among its members persons who could heal the

sick, or declare truths unknown to man, or speak

languages which they had not learnt by the ordinary

methods of learning. All this, too, they asserted

to be the effect of the presence of a Divine afflatus,

communicated to them by the crucified Son of a

Jewish virgin mother, who had risen from the

dead, and was now administering the affairs of His

followers, though Himself unseen. What a marvel-

lous spectacle ! And not less marvellous was the

fact that, with whatever occasional failings, these

people repudiated the old sensual, passionate life of
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heathenism, and devoted themselves to a Hfe of

purity, humihty, and the patient love of their

fellow-creatures.

One strange abuse, which had crept in among

the Corinthian Christians, was no doubt unknown

to their heathen neighbours, as it was confined to

their private assemblies, when they met to celebrate

the Lord's Supper. The passage in the Epistle in

which St. Paul denounces this abuse is not easy to

understand in all its expressions, but its general

bearing is clear enough. The habitual practice of

the believers brought into prominence the fact that,

even on such an occasion as this, the distinction

between the rich and the poor was not kept out of

sight. The poor came to celebrate the Last Supper

with keen appetites, which they took the opportunity

of then satisfying, eating and drinking to supply

the wants which they could not satisfy in their

own houses. The behaviour of the wealthy appears

to have been more decorous, though St. Paul cen-

sures them severely for putting the poor to shame.

The censure, in fact, was addressed to the Corin-

thians as a community. Its chief value to ourselves

consists in the account which it led St. Paul to give

of the actual institution of the Lord's Supper, as

made known to him by the special revelation of

Jesus Christ, and not derived from information

which he had gathered from the other apostles.

Taking the Epistle, then, as a whole, it is not

surprising that when St. Paul wrote a second time
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to the Corinthian believers, the tone of his letter is

a good deal changed. Once more the extraordinary

sweetness of his nature inspires him to enter upon

details in his personal history, such as a man writes

only to those whom he loves ; though he has still

to rebuke the Corinthians for some of their old

faults. He tells them of the extraordinary favours

bestowed by the Divine goodness upon himself;

how it pleased God to afflict him with " a thorn in

the flesh," in order to keep him humble ; and how,

when he prayed earnestly for its removal, the Lord

had bidden him to bear it patiently, strengthened

by the power of that grace whose aid is most con-

spicuous when human frailty is weakest. Then,

further, he reminds them of all his own labours

and sufferings in the cause of the gospel, a cata-

logue little short of appalling to ordinary men, and

proving that, besides all his other personal qualifi-

cations, the great apostle possessed a physical con-

stitution and extraordinary powers of endurance.

Altogether, we are impressed with a confidence

that the daily life of the Corinthian Christians be-

came a striking illustration of the power of that

preaching of the cross which has convinced men
in every age that death is the source of all life, and

suffering the source of all joy and peace.
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CHAPTER VI.

ROME.

I. The precise year in which the Epistle to the

Romans was written is not known with such accuracy

as to place it beyond dispute. But for our present

purpose it may be taken for granted that it was

written soon after the Epistles to the Corinthians.

It certainly was written after the first of the two.

St. Paul's visit to Rome is recorded in the con-

cluding chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, which

ends with the statement that he passed two years

there, living in a house which he rented for himself,

preaching the gospel without hindrance to every

one who came to hear him.

His position in Rome was singular, and strikingly

illustrates the real attitude of the Roman authorities

towards the first preachers of the gospel, and the

toleration, mingled with a certain contempt, which

the mighty rulers of the world accorded to the

religion of the crucified Jesus. This tolerant spirit

was characteristic of the practical and haughty

Roman intellect. It was the guiding influence in
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the mind of Pontius Pilate himself ; and it must be

remembered that it was the Roman governor of the

province of Achaia who would have nothing to do

with the charges brought against the great apostle

by the fiery Jews of Corinth. And now that he

had come to Rome, in consequence of his appeal as

a freeborn Roman citizen to the imperial tribunal,

he was controlled as little as was possible in the

case of a person charged with treason by his

own fellow-countrymen. He was placed under the

guardianship of a private soldier, who lived in the

house with him, and who doubtless troubled himself

little enouofh with the doinofs of one whom he

regarded with some wonder, though probably with

much personal regard.

We have no information in the Acts of the

Apostles respecting the first preaching of the gospel

in Rome. It seems most likely that the first con-

verts came from Jerusalem, after the miraculous

descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost,

as recorded in the second chapter of the Acts. It

is expressly stated that among the believers then

present were strangers from Rome, both of the

original Hebrew race and of the class known as

proselytes. These men must have returned to

Rome, after sharing in the gifts conferred by the

great miracle, and must have communicated to their

friends the wonders they had seen and heard. And
thus the foundation of a Church was laid, and a

preparation made for the instructions which St.
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Paul would give, when his appeal to Caesar brought

him nominally, but scarcely in reality, a prisoner to

the imperial city.

And this belief as to the origin of the Roman

Church is confirmed by the character which St. Paul

found prevailing among the Roman Christians

when he at length reached the imperial city.

They were intensely Jewish in their habits of

thought, and practically resisted the calling of the

Gentiles to the utmost of their power, confirming

the apostle's general experience of the serious

obstacle which the Judaism of the day presented

to the progress of the gospel. Heathenism had

its own characteristic sins to answer for, but the

sins of Judaism were still more obstinate in harden-

ing men's minds against a creed which struck at

pride as the most deadly of all moral evils.

From the letter, however, which St. Paul after-

wards wrote to the Romans, it is evident that this

spirit of proud independence had infected the Roman
Christians generally, though the Jewish members

of the Church were worse than the converted

Gentiles.

II. This, indeed, was what might have been

expected in the inhabitants of the imperial city,

the Christians as a rule glorying in their title to

be regarded as Roman citizens. Rome was the

metropolis of power, as Athens was the metropolis

of the intellect, and Corinth the metropolis of

pleasure. She was mistress of all the known world.
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Her armies subdued every people that resisted her

;

and if she herself was no longer a free republic, the

master to whom she had bowed her neck was, after

all, the first of Roman citizens, and it was more

glorious to be the subject of a Caesar than to be the

inhabitant of any free republic on the face of the

earth.

III. In the recognition of this characteristic

haughtiness we have a key to the understanding of

the general drift of the Epistle to the Romans.

With the exception of the numerous salutations to

individuals in the last chapter, it contains few of

those personal details which appear in the Epistles

to the Thessalonians and the Corinthians, and from

first to last seems to be devoted to the working out

of the great truth, that God is supreme over all

things that exist ; that with Him there is no re-

spect of persons ; that the pride and self-sufficiency

of the Jew were odious in His sight, and that there

is only one way of salvation alike for Jew and

Gentile, that is, the way of faith ; in other words,

the seeking for it as a free gift at the hands of God.

The whole argument culminates in the celebrated

passage in the eighth chapter, in which the apostle

expounds in detail the doctrine of the eternal fore-

knowledge of God, and of the predestination of

the elect. This predestination, he also points out,

includes a predestination to a life of personal

holiness according to the Christian standard, thus

condemning every one who might abuse the
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doctrine of predestination as excusing indulgence

in sin.*

Following up this exposition, he introduces the

illustration of the potter and his clay, out of which

the potter fashions one vessel to noble and beautiful

purposes, and another for useful but inglorious

services, in every case solely according to his own

will.

Throughout the whole letter this is the truth

which St. Paul impresses upon the haughty, domi-

neering Roman mind ; a truth, it is obvious to

remark, not a little applicable to the typical English-

man of to-day, who glories in being the modern

representative of the mighty Roman of the past, and

dislikes to be reminded that, if he differs from other

races, it is the sovereign and predestinating will of

God which alone has made him what he is.

IV. As for the Roman Church itself, what makes

its internal life especially attractive to us is the long

list of devout men and women to whom St. Paul

sends his affectionate greetings. They were a holy

community, whatever their national faults, and St.

Paul refers to their widely spread reputation in the

beginning of the Epistle. But the reality of their

devout spirit and of their love for one another is

brought out in the clearest light by this mention

of the many pious people of different classes to

whom St. Paul sends his greetings. He is still the

same Paul as of old ; fierce and passionate as a

* See chap. xx.
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persecutor before he understood what the gospel

really was, but now overflowing with unaffected

friendliness to every one whom he knew. In all

his Epistles there are few things more touching than

this long list of persons never forgotten by that

heroic heart ; heroic in its sweetness as well as in

its strength, and before very long to beat with its

last throb, dying for the crucified Jesus, among his

much-loved saints in Rome.

V. Three years after his first visit he returned,

never more to leave Rome alive. The interval was

spent in carrying on his apostolic labours, and when
he came back, he foresaw that the Master whom he

served would soon take him to his reward. Nero,

the bloodthirsty persecutor of the Christians, held

the imperial sceptre, abhorred as he was ; and in

A.D. 66 the great apostle was taken from the

Mamertine prison, into which he had been thrown,

and beheaded.

That prison still remains ; and surely, of all

things that are to be seen in Rome, it awakens the

sweetest and saddest memories. The splendours

of Christian art, the very church that was built

over the spot where tradition says that St. Paul

was buried, the catacombs themselves, hardly touch

our hearts as we are touched by the sight of the

walls of that gloomy cell where the martyr awaited

in peace the executioner's sword. That the blow

was indeed welcome we cannot doubt. He had

told his friends that though he was willing to live
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for the good of others, yet he had a desire to

depart and to be with Christ. Who can wonder

that at last even that resolute heart was weary ?

He had long ago renounced his own will ; and if

he rejoiced in being at last set free, it was still

because he knew that it was the will of his risen

Lord that His servant should now come to see Him
in His glory.



( 8i )

CHAPTER VII.

EPHESUS.

I. The Epistle to the Ephesians, which was written

about A.D. 6 1, is one of those which forcibly illustrate

the many varieties of type that existed among the

Churches of the apostolic period. It differs from

the letters which up to this time had been written

by St. Paul, in being mainly devoted to the develop-

ment of contemplative theology of the mystical kind.

The account of St. Paul's visit to Ephesus, given

in the Acts of the Apostles, details some of the most

surprising incidents which befell him in the whole

course of his journeys before he reached Rome.

The nucleus of the Ephesian Church was already

in existence, though it numbered only about twelve

members ; all, apparently, of Jewish extraction.

They knew little of the doctrines of the gospel,

having been baptized with what was known as

the baptism of John, which symbolized repentance

from sin, and was simply a preparation for that

baptism which conveyed the special Christian gift of

the Holy Ghost to the penitent soul. Of this gift,
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indeed, they knew nothing ; but when St. Paul

baptized them with the baptism of Christ, they were

at once filled with that Divine presence which

makes all Christians the temple of the living God.

Some of them, moreover, were put in possession of

those miraculous powers which were given to the

believers at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

Miracles, also, were wrought in connection with

the person of the apostle himself, and altogether

Ephesus was in a striking degree the scene of those

marvellous manifestations of Divine power with

which it pleased God at times to accompany the

preaching of the truth.

II. From this time the gospel began to make

its way, not only among the Jews and Gentiles of

Ephesus, but throughout the whole of Asia Minor,

of which Ephesus was one of the chief cities, hold-

ing a conspicuous place in the Ionic confederation,

glorying in its wealth, and in the magnificence with

which it worshipped the heathen goddess Diana.

The temple of Diana was, in fact, one of the most

superb in all Asia and Greece, though less perfect

as a model of architectural beauty than the Athe-

nian Parthenon ; as Diana, the virgin daughter of

Latona, was the embodiment of a less noble idea

than that of the wisdom symbolized in the idea of

the Athenian Minerva.

In promoting this worship of their favourite god-

dess the Ephesians spent their money lavishly, and

supplied occupation to a numerous body of workers
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in silver. The success of St. Paul's preaching made
these men furious ; and one of their craft, by name
Demetrius, stirred up a riot, which would have

ended fatally for the apostle had he ventured into

the infuriated mob. His friends, however, kept him

concealed until the chief magistrate had, with great

difficulty, quieted the rioters, when he left the city,

and proceeded on his way to Macedonia.

III. Such were the circumstances under which

the Christian faith was planted in Ephesus the

magnificent. What was the condition of the famous

city at the beginning of the present century modern

travellers have informed us, with an instructive

fulness of detail.

" On entering Ephesus," we are told, " the first

objects seen are the remains of the stadiinu, or

circus, the area of which is six hundred and eighty-

seven feet in length, the northern or lower side

having been raised on vaults, which still remain, the

upper end resting on the slope of the hill. The
seats have all been removed ; and of the front only

a few marbles and an arch remain. The area is

a cornfield. The vestiges of a theatre are to be

seen further on, in the side of the same mountain.

The seats and the ruins of the front have been

removed, but some architectural fragments and an

inscription prove that this was the site of the

theatre, probably that into which the mob rushed

tumultuously at the instigation of Demetrius, crying,

'Great is Diana of the Ephesians !

' Advancing from
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the theatre, we come to a narrow valley. Here are

the ruins of a church, and vestiges of an odeon,

or music-hall, and further still, the remains of a

larofe structure resemblinof another at Troas, with an

arcade. The top of one of the arches is painted

with waves and fishes. This was the gymnasium,

and was at the back of the city. Opposite to the

stadium there remains a basin of white marble,

streaked with red, about fifteen feet in diameter,

and, according to Pococke, of a single stone. It is

supposed to have belonged to a fountain, but one

learned traveller thinks it was used for sacrifices,

though there is a tradition that St. John baptized in

it. Other ruins extend in the same direction, as the

portico adjoining the theatre, having behind them

a morass, once the city port. Near the highest of

them, says Dr. Chandler, is the entrance of a subter-

raneous passage. Opposite to the portico is a vacant

quadrangular space, with many bsses of columns

and marble fragments scattered about. Here it is

probable was the agora, or market-place.

" The other remains are perhaps those of the

arsenal, the public treasury, the prison, and the like

buildings, which in the Greek cities were usually

near the market-place. At the end of the street,

and near the entrance of the valley, is the prostrate

heap of a temple, the length four hundred and

thirty feet, the breadth eighty feet. The cella, or

nave, was constructed of large coarse stones. The

portico was of marble, of the Corinthian order, the
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columns four feet six inches in diameter, and their

height, including the base and the capital, more than

forty-six feet. The shafts were fluted, and, though

their dimensions were so great, each was cut from

a single stone.^

" But what," asks the same traveller, " has

become of the temple of Diana ? Can a wonder

of the world have vanished like a phantom, without

leaving a trace behind ? '' Then he expresses his

regret at having searched for the site to as little

purpose as preceding travellers, though its stones

are known to have been far more ponderous than

those of the columns above mentioned, and the size

of the building larger beyond comparison than that

of the ruined temple which remains. An ancient

author has described it as standing at the head of

the port, and shining like a meteor. Like a meteor

it had disappeared. Later researches, however, have

discovered portions of the Temple of Diana, and

have proved that the size of its columns was quite

as great as tradition had reported.

IV. Such has been the doom of the famous

glories of that pagan worship, whose votaries

attacked the apostle when he exposed the follies of

idolatry. All this, too, must be carefully borne in

mind while we examine the letter in which St. Paul

taught the Christian Ephesians what are the mys-

teries of that spiritual religion which recognizes the

true nature of the one Eternal God and of His

presence in the soul of man.
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In this examination into the subjects which

St. Paul considered to be especially suitable to

the character of the Ephesian believers, we have

to bear in mind those peculiar manifestations of

His power which God had displayed in the city

where Diana was worshipped. The pagan Ephe-

sians adored a certain imaginary being, and cherished

as precious an image which they fancied had come

down from Jupiter. To the chosen few who had

learnt to reject these dreams, and to look to the

crucified Jesus for enlightenment and help, God
showed the effects of the presence of His Spirit in

the soul, not only in its power of transforming the

old helpless, sinful nature of man into a practical

reflection of the Divine holiness, but in its confer-

ring a visible power over the ordinary laws of the

physical universe. By these supernatural phe-

nomena the contrast between a faith in the one

invisible God and a belief in the idols of Greek

mythology was placed in the clearest light. The
Christians in the city of Diana were enabled to com-

prehend with an intense vividness the reality of

that spiritual presence in the believer's soul, which

made him, to use the metaphor occasionally employed

by St. Paul, the temple of the Holy Ghost.

V. Bearing all this in mind, we see the appro-

priateness of the peculiar subjects treated of by St.

Paul in the Epistle to the Ephesians. He natu-

rally begins his instructions with a brief exposition of

the doctrine of predestination. From all eternity,
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he reminds the beHevers, God has foreseen and fore-

ordained all things. This is the only possible expla-

nation of the mystery of human life. As on other

occasions, St. Paul does not here attempt to lead

the human intellect into speculations which are

beyond the reach of all created beings. He takes

the simple fact, that there is an election of indi-

vidual men and women to privileges which are denied

to others. Then he points out what are the special

privileges of Christians, what consequences those

privileges involve, how they may be properly em-

ployed, and the moral obligations which accompany

them. The whole Epistle is, in fact, a working out

of the truths briefly summed up in the third chapter,

when St. Paul says that he prays God that the

Ephesians, being rooted and grounded in love, may

be able to comprehend with all saints what is the

breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and may

know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge,

and be filled with all the fulness of God. The whole

work of God in Christ, he teaches, is a vast and

profound mystery, which no created intelligence can

thoroughly comprehend, but which is in a measure

to be understood by those who approach the study

of it with hearts filled with love. For love alone

can understand love, and none but those who love

the Lord Jesus in sincerity can hope to penetrate

into the secrets of that Divine love which mani-

fested itself in the incarnation of the Eternal Son

in the womb of a virgin mother. To these favoured
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ones, seeking, in the midst of the distractions of this

Hfe, to know more of the hidden mystery, by the

process, not of argument, but of contemplation, Jesus

reveals Himself by the action of the Holy Spirit

upon the heart and intellect already enlightened by

the indwelling of that same Spirit. This is the

essence of the mystical or contemplative life, to

which all Christians are called, but which few

attempt to attain in their own case. This is the

main idea of St. Bernard's hymn, "Jesu, dulcis

memoria ;

" * and of the " Imitatio Christi," in which

A Kempis teaches that the action of the Holy Spirit

upon the soul is sine strepittL vei^borum ; without the

sound or noise of human lanofuaee.

Such, then, were the persons who, beneath the very

shadow of Diana's temple, had learnt that wisdom

which none of the princes of this world knew, and

which, in the eyes of the haughty Jew and the subtle

Greek alike, was a stumbling-block or mere foolish-

ness. To us moderns it is, perhaps, as difficult to

conceive ourselves in the midst of a state of society

like that which thus existed among the Ephesian

Christians as into that of Galatia or Corinth. We
cannot, however, doubt that St. Paul well understood

their intelligence and general spiritual condition, and

we may constantly turn with delight to the thought

of the course of their lives, and of the peaceful faith

with which they meditated on the hidden mysteries

* " The love of Jesus, what it is,

None but His loved ones know."
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of Divine love, and learnt to understand more and

more fully the relations of the Eternal God towards

the creatures of His will.

VI. We can imagine, too, what the superb city

was in the days of its splendour, and see it on

some festive day, when the prostrate and marble

sculptures are reared again, and the great temple is

hung with garlands, and the country people are

flocking in from the neighbourhood to join in the

merry-making and the religious ceremonial, and to

catch a sight of the celebrated statue which they

had been assured was sent down by Jupiter, king

of gods and men, to represent his daughter Diana,

the sister of Apollo, the great sun-god.

Then, from within and without the temple,

shouts arise and fill the air. " Great is Diana of

the Ephesians !
" they cry, and toss up their arm^s

into the air. Clouds of incense float around and

intoxicate the senses, while the figures of richly-

robed priests and priestesses lend solemnity to the

dazzling scene. If Diana herself had appeared,

visibly descending from the clouds, it would scarcely

have astonished her devotees.

Meanwhile, here and there in the deserted

streets of the city, or sitting in the now quiet

stadium, a few men and women remain unmoved

by the clamour. An inward voice is speaking to

them without the sound of words. With their eyes

they see only one Figure—the Figure of a Man with

outstretched arms, fastened to a cross; and on His
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head is a crown, not of gold, bat of thorns. As
they look, their eyes half blinded with tears, the

crucified Figure seems to fade away, and in its place

is One seated on a royal throne, with a look of

infinite tenderness upon His features. It is the

same Jesus as before, now living to save and comfort

His own loved ones, as only One who is God as

well as man can save and comfort those for whom

He has died. Thus, with the eyes of faith beholding

the risen Jesus in His glory, their ears are deaf to

the shouts of the excited crowds crying, " Great is

Diana of the Ephesians !

" Their ears, quickened

by faith, hear only the hymn of the adoring multi-

tudes before the throne, as with one voice they

sing, " Alleluia ! for the Lord God Omnipotent

reigneth ! " From star to star, and beyond every

star in the firmament, in ineffably sweet harmonious

modulations, men's, women's, and children's voices

unitino" in the marvellous chorus, the same song is

echoed, and dies away and rises again in ever-

varying notes of rapture—ever varying, but ever

repeating the same strain, " Alleluia ! for the Lord

God Omnipotent reigneth !

"

Such were the meditations of the devout people

to whom the great apostle wrote this wonderful

Epistle. And are they not still the meditations of

those to whom it is given to listen to that inward

voice, which, without the sound of words, unfolds

more and more of the mystery that is hidden in the

words, " Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away

the sin of the world " ?
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CHAPTER VIII.

COLOSSE.

I. The Epistle to the Colossians was written from

Rome about a.d. 62. In one respect it is perhaps

of less interest than the Epistle to the Ephesians,

which bears the manifest impress of the circum-

stances under which St. Paul preached the gospel

at Ephesus. The Epistle to the Colossians does

not suggest any recollections of the circumstances

under which a Christian Church was founded at

Colosse ; but it supplies some striking illustrations

of those peculiarities of thought and feeling which

were characteristic of the apostolic period, and

which find so few parallels in our modern times.

It especially illustrates the astonishing practical

influence of the perverse Judaism of the day. Few
people now realize the exact nature of this Judaism,

or the extent to which it obstructed the progress of

the pure spiritual Christianity of which St. Paul

was the chief expounder. It is commonly imagined

that when the prejudices of St. Peter were overcome

by the vision described in the Acts of the Apostles,
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and the leader of the advocates of exclusiveness was

thus himself converted, the way was made clear for the

advance of the true gospel without let or hindrance.

The supposition is most erroneous. A know-

ledge of human nature, and especially of the old

Jewish human nature, prepares us for the fact that

exclusiveness and olio^archical haugrhtiness never

died harder than they did when their aim was to

shut out the enormous majority of the human race

from the blessings of the salvation obtained by the

sacrifice of the Son of God upon the cross.

II. Foiled in their desires to retain for them-

selves alone the privileges of the promised redemp-

tion, the disappointed Jews adopted a new device

for ensuring for themselves a kind of hereditary

supremacy in the newly created Church, from which

they could not banish all Gentile intruders. The

device was astute enough for the times, as the

issue proved—easy as it is for us to detect its fallacy

under the guidance of St. Paul's acute and penetrat-

ing exposure. Nothing is to us more evident than

the essential distinction between the moral and the

ceremonial portions of the law of Moses. Not so

with the Christians of the apostolic age. From

some cause, not at first sight very evident, they

were often unable to perceive the distinction so

obvious to ourselves ; and their minds were thus

open to the influence of those Judaizing notions

which were the bane of so many of the local

Churches.
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To understand how this strange state of things

came about it is necessary to examine carefully into

the facts of the time, in order, if possible, to trace the

popular currents of thought to their source, and so

account for a condition of feeling otherwise inex-

plicable.

III. The explanation is to be found in that

defective conception of the nature of the gospel

itself which St. Paul's Epistles show to have pre-

vailed to a serious extent among the first Christians.

Human nature is human nature always and every-

where, even when men have learnt to accept the Son

of Man as their Redeemer; and what human nature

most desires is freedom from punishment for guilt.

Hence, while the believers rejoiced in the know-

ledge that by the sacrifice on the cross Jesus had

reconciled them to an offended Judge, they paid

comparatively little heed to what they were taught

as to the main object of the Divine Sacrifice,

namely, the transformation of their whole souls into

a likeness to their Redeemer, through the action of

an indwelling Spirit upon their hearts and lives.

This, I say, was the result of the fact that they were

human beings, loving ease and enjoyment, and

valuing sanctity as a beautiful idea rather than as

a personal reality.

On this account it was that St. Paul found it

necessary to insist again and again upon the same

truth, contemplating it from every point of view,

illustrating it by various metaphors, and pointing
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out its connection with all the details of daily life,

but always implying- that this renewal of our whole

nature by the gift of the Holy Ghost is the one

transcendent object which God had in view when

He gave His Son to die for our sins. In the eighth

chapter of the Epistle to the Romans St. Paul con-

denses his constant teaching into one pregnant

sentence. "What the law could not do," he says,

" in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending

His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as

an offering for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that

the demands of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."

And it was from their faint perception of this

great doctrine that the believers too often attained

only an indistinct perception of the real nature of

the new spiritual life in its essence and its details.

They did not completely shake off the old pagan

notion of virtue as a succession of formalities or

ideas external to man's inner nature, and to be

accomplished by his own self-reliant power. Of
morality as residing in the heart, and of love as its

essence, they had scarcely a glimmering conception.

IV. In the state of mind thus briefly de-

scribed, the Gentile converts naturally did not take

the alarm when their Jewish friends urged on them

the necessity of accepting the law of Moses as a

complete whole, without repudiating even its most

arbitrary ceremonial regulations. One portion of

this law seemed to them much the same as another,
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both in essential quality and in Divine sanction.

They were, therefore, simply bewildered by the

demands made upon them. When the Hebrew
converts came and said to them. You must be cir-

cumcised
;
you must not touch this thing or eat that

;

you must observe certain days and months and years

as holy ; the unhappy men had not a word to say.

If what their Jewish friends said was untrue, where

was the authority of the ten commandments ? Did

not the obligation to avoid murder and adultery rest

on the same authority as the rite of circumcision ?

If God commanded the one duty He also com-

manded the other. And thus in so many of the

apostolic Churches the Judaizing party had their

own way, at least to an extent which destroyed

the harmony of the daily life of the believers.

V. At Colosse, which was itself an unimpor-

tant town in Phrygia, the influence of the Jewish

pretensions seems to have been peculiarly disastrous.

From many parts of the letter which St. Paul sent

to them it is evident that not a few of their number

were persons of great sanctity, and well deserved

the name of saints with which he addressed them.

Nevertheless, the community as a whole did not

see its way to the detection of the fallacies involved

in the Judaizing theory, and it yields a most sug-

gestive illustration of the singular conditions of the

religious life of the time. The full details as to a

Christian's duties which the Epistle contains suggest

also a doubt as to whether the Judaizing speculations
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had not injuriously affected the general personal and

domestic life of the believers. The instructions

given by St. Paul seem so little to require enforce-

ment, that we may conclude that there must have

been something very faulty in a small community

which could require guidance in such very obvious

duties.

All experience, however, shows that any such

conclusion would be superficial and rash. One must

be both very conceited and very unobservant of the

daily life of other people if one imagines that there

is any relation between man and man in which the

most conscientious minds are not liable to all sorts

of self-deception, and do not require frequent self-

examination in just such matters as those in which

St. Paul instructs the Colossians. There is no

reason for doubting that, if not furnishing an espe-

cially striking example of primitive saintliness, the

Colossians were nevertheless a society of men and

women whose lives were in marked contrast to the

lives of the other Phrygian towns where the old

heathenism had its way undisturbed. When the

country was ravaged by an earthquake a few years

later, and Colosse with many other places was

destroyed, every reader of this Epistle must be

satisfied that its Christian inhabitants were at all

times ready for whatever fate might befall them.

They were not faultless ; but we cannot doubt that

they died as they had lived, sincere and courageous

Christians.



( 97 )

CHAPTER IX.

PHILIPPI.

I. The very name of Philippi recalls associations

contrasting with every Christian idea, yet reminding

us of the great fact that the time was at length come

when the promised Redeemer was to be born. The
Roman empire was about to be consolidated into

one united whole ; and when man saw only the

ruin of Republican armies before the hosts of the

Imperialist factions, the foundations were laid for

that despotic uniformity of administration which,

with all its evils, made it possible for St. Paul and

his companions to travel wherever they would, and

carry the news of the gospel to all parts of the

civilized world.

It was at Philippi that the great conflict was

fought which issued in the deaths of Brutus and

Cassius, and which before long made Octavius

Caesar master of every country that owned the

Roman sway. It was in anticipation, too, of his

coming fate at Philippi that an event occurred

to Brutus himself, according to the story told by
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Plutarch, which strikingly illustrates the practical

side of that heathen philosophy which was about to

enter upon a mortal struggle with the gospel, as

one of its deadliest enemies.

The story is sufficiently curious to deserve

repeating, simply In connection with the personal

history of a man imbued with that very form of

Greek philosophy which at first sight seems to be

akin to the self-denying morality of the gospel.

Accordinof to Plutarch, Brutus was one ni^ht sittlno-

in his tent in the Republican camp, while the army

was resting for a few hours on its way to meet the

enemy, when, lifting up his eyes, he saw before him

a terrible spectre. " Who art thou ?
" he asked, but

little moved. " I am thine evil genius," replied the

spectre, " and I will see thee again at Philippi." " I

will meet thee there," replied Brutus ; and the spectre

disappeared. When Brutus told his friend Casslus

what he had seen, Casslus laughed at him, and

declared his conviction that the whole thins;- was

an illusion, produced by bodily derangement, the

consequence of fatigue and want of sleep. Casslus

held the opinions taught by the philosopher Epi-

curus, who asserted that there are no such beings

as spectres or demons, or that, If there are, they

take no part in human affairs. Brutus, on the

contrary, was a follower of Zeno and the Stoical

philosophy, whose stern morality bore a certain

resemblance to the proud Judaism of the day. Both

of them were representative men, and types of the
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self-styled philosophic spirit which exhibited the

bitterest hostility to the doctrines of the cross,

rebelling vehemently against that union of humility

and love which is the elementary conception of

Christian morals.

At Philippi the speculations of the two men led

them to the same characteristic end. Black despair,

a passion abhorrent to the Christian heart, seized

alike upon the self-mortifying Stoic and the self-

indulgent Epicurean. At the first reverse of the

Republican army Cassius killed himself, and was

extolled by his friend as the last of the Romans.

Brutus attempted another struggle with the con-

querors ; but when defeat seemed inevitable, he

bade a companion take his sword and hold it firmly

by the hilt, that he might throw himself upon the

blade and die. Thus perished Brutus, the most

formidable of the enemies of the Caesars and their

despotism.

II. A few years later a Divine Infant was born

in a stable at Bethlehem ; and within a century

the foundation of a Christian Church was laid at

Philippi, to which the apostle of the Gentiles, then

a prisoner In Imperial Rome, despatched his affec-

tionate letter to console the believers in the afflictions

which they endured for the sake of Christ.

III. It is difficult to imagine any contrast

between two different aspects of human life more

complete than that which Is presented by the scenes

enacted at Philippi, when the old Gentile paganism
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was doine its best and its worst for man's social

condition, and that of the quiet Christian com-

munity to whom St. Paul wrote this most interest-

ing and touching Epistle.

None of his letters contain more ample testi-

monies to those elements in St. Paul's character

which fitted him for the work to which the Divine

will called him. Nowhere do we feel more dis-

tinctly that we are reading the words of a man to

whom self-consciousness was an infirmity absolutely

unknown. This infirmity is, indeed, an especial

characteristic of our modern days. The deliberate

self-inspection which is cultivated even by good

Christians, with a view to describing their inner

life in verse or prose, to be published for the

benefit of others, was a practice unheard of when

the world was still young or middle-aged. And
with all St. Paul's knowledge of the singularities

and eccentricities of human nature, it may be ques-

tioned whether he ever formed a conception of this

remarkable growth of modern civilization. And if

it were possible for the Philippian Christians to have

been transported Into a state of society such as that

which now exists in England, France, and Italy,

and, above all, in Germany, their surprise at the

prevalence of this spirit of self-consciousness would

amount to something like bewilderment. Can it be

possible, they would ask, that the authors of these

introspective poems, autobiographies, and works of

fiction can be men and women who understand the
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Christian graces of simplicity and meekness ? These

old-world people could understand such vehement

outpourings of passion as the poetry of Sappho, or

the more refined emotionalism of Anacreon. The

thirteenth century, too, would offer no incompre-

hensible phenomena for their study ; and even our

own Elizabethan writers and the men of the Italian

Renaissance would not seem to the apostolic Chris-

tians to have intellects and feelings very different

from their own. But as for this nineteenth century,

they would confess that it was incomprehensible,

and that its current phraseology represented certain

ideas which to themselves were simply unknown.

What do you mean, they would inquire, by a morbid

state of feeling ? And you call a certain way of

looking at things unreal—what is that ?

IV. In truth, the change that has gradually

come over the modes of thinking general in civilized

society is so great, that without a sustained effort

we cannot do justice to those elements in the

nature of St. Paul, which show themselves in

everything that he wrote, and with especial force

and beauty when he was writing to his beloved

Philippians.

Every sentence that he has here written about

himself beinof thus marked with his usual absolute

unaffectedness, we are carried on with ever-in-

creasing interest, as we read his self-portraiture,

admitting us, as it does, into the innermost recesses

of as pure and noble a nature as was ever trained
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by Divine grace to live a life of self-sacrifice for

others.

At this time, indeed, being now a prisoner at

Rome, St. Paul was beginning to grow weary of his

long and exhausting labours. He tells the Philip-

pians that he is in a strait between two desires,

drawing him in different directions. He longs for

his release, that he may depart and be with Christ,

which, he says, is far better. But as he thinks it

will be for their good if he should live a little longer,

he is ready to remain while his Master has occasion

for him.

The manner, again, in which he thanks the

Philippians for the contribution in money which

they had sent him, exhibits just the same simple-

minded cordiality, and that union of affectionateness

and dignity which constituted a chief source of his

wonderful influence wherever he was known. Hear-

ing of his imprisonment at Rome, and thinking that

he might want money, the Philippian Christians

made a collection among themselves, and sent their

contributions to him by the hands of Epaphroditus,

who is mentioned by Theodoret as being the bishop

of the Philippian Church. On receiving their offer-

ings, and hearing also of their devout lives, and the

courage with which they withstood persecution of

every kind, he wrote to thank them for their gift,

and to pour forth all his personal love for them,

calling their attention at the same time to the great

doctrines of the gospel, the knowledge of which
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was the inestimable blessing of their lives, as it was
of his own.

V. The Philippian Church seems, further, to

have been one of those communities which were but

slightly troubled by the pretensions of the Judaizing

converts. These latter appear to have been less

numerous than the believers of Gentile origin. But,

however this may be, there is but one sentence in

this Epistle in which "St. Paul warns the Philippians

against the plausible theory which in some Churches

proved so formidable an obstacle to the cultivation

of the spiritual life, and of peace and harmony among
the believers.

VI. Judging from the Epistle as a whole, we
cannot help concluding that the Philippian Church

was one of the happiest and most cultivated of

the Christian communities of the apostolic period.

And it is easy to picture to ourselves the delight

with which this letter was received, and read and

pondered over from week to week in the quiet

gatherings of the believers. We, indeed, familiar

as we are with the whole treasure of the ereat

apostle's writings, can scarcely understand what

it was to these devout and often persecuted men
and women to receive one of these letters.

Yet it is worth while to make the effort, and try

to understand the condition of persons whose early

associations and whose circumstances were so unlike

our own ; when there were no dogmatic creeds in

existence, and everything that was known of Jesus
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Christ was from unwritten tradition only, and be-

lievers like those in Philippi lived upon their recol-

lections of what St. Paul had personally taught

them a few years before.

When we have done this, we shall be able to

understand the emotion that moved the faithful

Church when it was known that a messenger had

come from Rome with a letter from their much-

loved teacher in his prison. We can imagine the

eager questions which one put to another concern-

ing the contents of the letter, until it was read aloud

in their assembly ; how they pressed the messenger

himself for news of their friend, about his health,

his needs, the severity of his imprisonment, and the

progress of the appeal to the imperial tribunal

which had taken him to Rome.

Then, when they had heard the letter, and well

weighed every part of it, and not the least anxiously

his acknowledgment of the gift they had sent him,

their thoughts would be fixed upon the words in

which he eave utterance to his wish for death. How
natural it was, they would feel, that this should be

his desire ; and how natural, too, that he should take

them into his confidence without scruple, and with

all his usual straightforwardness and directness !

How could he help wishing for his Master's

summons ? It was impossible that it should be

otherwise.

To us, in our modern days, it is not so easy to

enter into the apostle's real desire for death as it
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was to the believers who would suffer so much by

what would be his gain. To us, indeed, a desire for

death is not an unknown thing-, even when accom-

panied with an unhesitating submission to the

Divine will. But, then, when good Christians desire

death, it is because of their weariness under the

sorrows that afflict them, and which have made all

enjoyment of life impossible.

Not so with St. Paul. For very many years

—

ever since his "conversion, in fact—he had renounced

all thought of life as a period of possible enjoyment.

He had been living for the sake of others, and for

their sake only. With us, on the contrary, if it

rested with ourselves to alter our circumstances, life

would not be, what it often is, a wearisome burden

or a miserable failure.

The Philippians, however, knew what St. Paul's

life was, which they could partly understand from

their experience of what it was to be a Christian in

the midst of a cruel and contemptuous heathen

society. To them it was not a matter for surprise

that their much-loved friend should at last be worn

out. Even the most heroic natures are at lengfth

exhausted, and it was not for them to complain

when their spiritual guide frankly confessed that he

should be Mad if it were the will of God that his

labours should be ended.

How crenuine w^as the resio;nation to the Divine

will which the Philippians shared with their teacher

cannot easily be understood by ourselves. We
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should, however, frame a very imperfect conception

of the actual state of things in the apostolic

Churches like that of Philippi if we measured their

ideal of a Christian life by our own. With us it is

usually our aim to extract as much enjoyment from

life as we can without falling into sin. But the

Philippians passed their days and nights in a per-

petual conflict, not knowing what was next to befall

them, and in their degree sharing the apostle's own

feelings w^hen he said, " To me to live is Christ."

The one great comfort of their lives, and the

source of their joy and peace, was their faith in

Christ and their love of Christ in the midst of a

persecuting world.

Hence there gcew up among them a certain

healthy, manly, cheerful tone of mind, not common

in our easy-going civilisation, which kept them

ready for every emergency. It v/as this vigorous

serenity which supported the believers in Rome
when the horrible cry, " Christianos ad leones

!

"

struck upon their ears, yelled forth from the savage

multitudes assembled in the Coliseum, to whom no

sig-ht was so sweet as that of the manned limbs of

a dying Christian, torn by the savage lions from the

sands of Africa. And these memories it is that rise

in our thoughts when we stray amidst the now silent

amphitheatres of Verona and Rome. Still the

echoes of the old cry, " Christianos ad leones !
" seem

to linger among the crumbling walls and arches, and

to tell us what it was to be a faithful Christian

eighteen hundred years ago.
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Yes ; those days are past. The world is

eighteen centuries older. Is It eighteen centuries

wiser or better ? Who amono^ us would exchanore

his own age, which has made him what he Is, for

any other epoch in the years gone by ? Never-

theless, if only for the purposes of study, it Is well

to make these letters of the great apostle our daily

companions, and to attempt by their help to realize

the conditions of a past civilization, and the hopes

and joys of a generation so little akin to our own.

Then, when we have really recalled those scenes

of blood and passion, at once so horrible and so

glorious, we shall know Indeed what it was to live

at PhilippI in the old days.



THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES.

CHAPTER X.

THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON.

I. The Epistle to Philemon was written about the

same time as the Epistle to the Philippians, while

St. Paul was still a prisoner at Rome. Being

addressed to a single person, it is chiefly valuable as

illustrating the character of St. Paul himself. Here

he appears just the same man as he shows himself

on every other occasion ; and we hardly know which

most to admire, his simple, unaffected dignity, or

the loving tenderness of his heart.

Philemon was a member of the Church at Colosse,

in which he held an official position. From this

Epistle it appears that he had been converted to

Christianity by St. Paul, who evidently held him in

high esteem for his goodness, setting aside his feelings

of personal regard.

Onesimus, who brought the letter from Rome,

was the servant, apparently the slave, of Philemon,

from whom he had run away. At Rome he

made the acquaintance of St. Paul, under whose

instructions Onesimus became a Christian. Probably
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he was already prepossessed in favour of the rehgion

of Christ by what he had seen in the family of

Philemon, and was thus induced to go to St. Paul,

especially when he found so many people flocking

to see the wonderful man, concerning whom rumour

spread such strange reports.

II. What kind of a person was this runaway

servant we do not learn from the Epistle. But it

must be remembered that the relation of a slave to

his master in those days implied none of that sense

of degradation with which we now associate it. At
any rate, Onesimus had become a good Christian,

and St. Paul at once sent him back to his old master

at Colosse, carrying this letter with him.

The letter is a model of skill and good taste,

and, considering the difficulty of writing such a letter,

must be accepted as a proof of that astonishing

versatility in the great apostle, which was one of

his most striking characteristics. Philemon must

have been less than an ordinary man, and, still more,

less than an ordinary Christian, if he was not

touched by St. Paul's appeal to his consciousness

that in reality he owed to him his spiritual life, and

that his father in the faith might reasonably have

asked him, as an obedient son, to receive back the

penitent Onesimus. But instead of doing this,

St. Paul puts it to him as a favour, and undertakes

himself to repay to Philemon whatever losses

he may have suffered through the misconduct of his

servant.
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III. Studied thus by itself, this short letter

impresses us afresh with the amazing variety of

St. Paul's writings. Now that they are collected

together as an integral portion of the New Testament,

we are apt to read them so much as a whole, as to

overlook their strongly-marked differences. Know-
ing that they teach but one gospel, and are the

work of one man, we compare phrase with phrase

and context with context, and arrange the result

into a compendium of theology. And all this is well,

provided that we do not overlook their biographical

aspect.

The value of the Epistle to Philemon is therefore

considerable, as a contribution to our knowledge of

St. Paul's personality—a subject, it need hardly be

said, of the first importance in any attempt to repro-

duce the actual life of the Christian Churches of the

apostolic period. And, in truth, the more closely

we study St. Paul's Epistles with the view of under-

standing the life of the time, the more vivid is the

impression we receive of the personal qualities of

the writer. I do not think that I exaggerate when

I say that St. Paul stands almost alone, in the

records of the Christian Church, as at once the most

highly-gifted and the most lovable of men, as he

certainly held a position unlike that of any other

among the first preachers of the gospel. As an

example of careful skill in writing to a friend on a

delicate subject, this Epistle to Philemon has always

been held to be unsurpassed. But to estimate it
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correctly, it must be taken in connection with all St.

Paul's other letters, and then it will be recos^nized as

the spontaneous work of a nature, simple in all its

complexity, because its animating principles were

humility and love.
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CHAPTER XI.

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

I. There is hardly any difficulty in determining the

date when this Epistle was written, which may be

assumed to be a little after the year in which St.

Paul wrote to Philemon. But there is some difficulty

in determining its authorship, of which nothing is

said in the Epistle itself. The references to it in

the writino-s of the Fathers leave its actual author-

ship open to doubt. It has been attributed to

Barnabas, to Timothy, and to Apollos. Modern

scholarship inclines to attribute it to Apollos.

For our present purpose the question is not very

important. It is undeniable that, if not actually the

composition of St. Paul, the Epistle came from one

of his intimate associates, and that it embodies the

substance of the doctrinal teaching which he wished

to enforce upon the Christian believers of Hebrew

origin.

Whether the Christians thus addressed are to be

regarded as the Hebrew believers generally, or as

those of some one country in particular, is a further
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question. From the contents of the Epistle, I am
myself disposed to concur in the opinion that it was

the Jewish believers settled in Palestine whom the

writer had mainly in view. Knowing" as we do,

from St. Paul's letters to local Churches, what was

the kind of influence that the Jewish converts

generally attempted to exercise over their brethren

of Gentile origin, it would be strange indeed to find

no reference to such influence in this Epistle, if it

was addressed to the Hebrew believers settled in

Asia Minor, Italy, or Greece. It is clear, I think,

that the writer had in his mind the Jewish Christians

of some district where they were numerically almost

the only persons who had received the gospel.

Such a district was Palestine, a province of the

Roman empire, but practically inhabited only by

the descendants of Judah and Benjamin.

Further, although the doctrines enforced in this

Epistle are identical with those taught by St. Paul

in his undoubted writings, the method by which they

are here expounded would have been uninteresting,

if not unintelligible, to any but thoroughly Jewish

minds, more habitually accustomed to the elaborate

ritual of the temple-worship at Jerusalem than would

have been the case with the Jews scattered about in

the countries beyond the limits of Palestine.

II. But whether or not the Epistle was especially

addressed to the converted Jews in Palestine, it is

certain that the highly figurative illustrations by

which the mediatorial office of Christ is explained
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presuppose a familiarity with all the details of the

Mosaic ritual which would be found in Jews alone.

If we put ourselves in the place of the early believers

who were educated as Gentiles, we shall see at once

that they would scarcely have understood the subtle

reasonings by which the writer of this Epistle shows

the typical nature of the old Mosaic priesthood^ and

its bearing upon the sacerdotal functions of the

Eternal Son, incarnate for the sins of the whole

world.

III. The Epistle, then, must be studied as

addressed to the Hebrew Christians of the Apostolic

period, regarded simply as they were in themselves,

and without reference to that narrow-minded

arrogance which they often displayed towards the

Gentile Christians. At the same time, that peculiar

temper which the writer of this Epistle evidently

regards as characteristic of the Hebrews, as such,

is closely akin to that special mental fault which led

them to invent the theory concerning the perpetual

obligation of the law of Moses with which they

harassed the Gentile believers in so many places.

This temper may be briefly described as a haughty

worldliness.

As a corrective of this temper, throughout this

Epistle, the aim of the writer Is to point out the

office and power of faith, as being that attitude of

the mind which alone befits men in their intercourse

with God, and In their interpretation of the facts of

human life. Faith is here defined as the substance
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of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

It is in this sense that the word is used by our Lord,

when He says to the disciples, " If ye have faith as

a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this moun-

tain, Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall

remove, and nothing shall be impossible to you."

By faith, then, as the term is employed in this

Epistle, the Christian, under the gospel dispensa-

tion, like every good man in times past, views all

things as they are in reality, not mistaking the

shadow for the substance, nor the type for the thing

typified, nor the temporal for the eternal, nor the

physical laws of the universe for a power greater

than God who creates those laws. He lives in the

midst of a visible world, never forgetting that what

he sees and hears is a species of veil, behind which

are all the realities of the spiritual world, with God

who is the Creator and Lord of all. In this God
he trusts with undoubting faith, distrusting himself

and repudiating himself, but confidently relying, with

perfect humility, upon the power, the promises, and

the goodness of Him who is unseen.

IV. Thus it was that the saints of old, many of

whom are specified by name in this Epistle, triumphed

over the difficulties which beset them. And thus it

is that the Christian realizes all that is Involved in

his relation to the risen and glorified Jesus, and to

the saints who have already entered into their rest,

the inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem. This

relationship, being not an empty metaphor, but a
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practical reality, is briefly described towards the end

of the Epistle in the words, " Ye are come to Mount

Sion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly

Jerusalem,, and to an innumerable company of angels,

to the general assemblao'e and Church of the first-

born, who are written in heaven, and to God the

Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made

perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the New
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, which

speaketh better things than that of Abel " (chap. xii.

22-24).

V. Faith being thus the necessary action of the

mind when it contemplates its own relation towards

its Creator, its function is pointed out with especial

emphasis by St. Paul in the Epistle to the Romans,

where he explains that man is justified by faith, and

not by the works of the law, as was imagined by the

corrupt Judaism of the tim.e.

VI. The impression which the Epistle to the

Hebrews thus leaves upon us is much the same as

that produced by the letters in which St. Paul

places before us the characteristic temper, or 77^09,

of the Hebrew race in general. They were a proud,

unspiritual, worldly minded people, who would have

made a bargain with God Himself, and claimed as

a right what could only have been granted them as

a free eift. Even when their conversion to the

faith of Christ had brought them under the power

of its morality, and taught them humility and love,

the stubbornness, hardness, and pride which were
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inherent in the children of Abraham made it neces-

sary for their spiritual guides to insist again and

again upon the cultivation of those Christian graces

which were most alien to their national tendencies.

VII. The perpetuity of character in the Hebrew

race is, indeed, one of those psychological and

physiological phenomena which seem irreconcilable

with our accepted theories on the laws of healthy

vitality. To this very day the Jew remains very

much what he was in the days of the Pharaohs.

From the time when the descendants of Abraham

were organized into twelve separate tribes by

the authority of Moses after their escape from

bondage in Egypt, they have exhibited a tenacity

of existence and character under circumstances

which would have proved fatal to any other variety

of mankind. Even during their bondage in Egypt

they seem to have given proofs of an unparalleled

tenacity and unity of disposition which made them

formidable to their masters. Who but Moses, him-

self a pure Hebrew, could have controlled such a

people as he had to deal with during their long

wanderincjs in the desert before the land of Canaan

was finally reached and conquered ?

Then followed the many centuries of national life,

under an elaborate system of rigid tribal division,

and of marriage regulations involving the inter-

marriage of blood-relations, which would have

reduced to an effete feebleness any people of the

prolific Aryan stock. Few, comparatively, as were
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these men and women of Semitic origin, and

practising, moreover, polygamy and family concu-

binage—customs the reverse of invigorating to any

people which adopts them—still the children of

Israel have gone on from century to century, fight-

ing their enemies, surviving a second captivity, pre-

serving their old law, giving birth to all the prophetic,

poetic, and devotional literature enshrined in the

Old Testament, and, since the triumph of Christianity,

resisting successfully every attempt to convert them

by persecution, or to crush out their unconquered

vitality.

VIII. In all this wonderful history one fact stands

out with startling prominence. St. Paul refers to

this fact in his second letter to the Corinthians.

" Even unto this day," he says, " when Moses is read,

the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when
it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken

away" (2 Cor. iii. 15, 16).

And the more we reflect upon the contents of

this Epistle to the Hebrews, the more impossible

we find it to forget the fact, that from the times of

the apostles to our own the Jewish mind has

remained impervious to the Christian interpre-

tation of the law of Moses and of the Psalms and

prophecies of the Old Testament. During the

apostolic period, with all the bitterness which the

Hebrew race displayed towards the preachers of

the gospel, it yielded many converts to their argu-

ments, though apparently not nearly so many as

those who were converted from heathenism.
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But since those early times, with few exceptions,

the Jewish race has been as Httle moved by argu-

ment as by persecution. It is true that here and

there a sincere conversion has occurred, and does

now occur ; but these are so few that they serve

only to draw attention to the general fact described

by St. Paul in the words, " When Moses is read, the

veil is upon their heart."

IX. To every thoughtful mind the phenomenon

is unquestionably one of the most inexplicable in

ecclesiastical history, though it can partly be ex-

plained by those peculiarities of hereditary tempera-

ment to which I have been calling attention. The
psychological unity of the race of Israel, from the

time of Abraham downwards, unparalleled in the

records of any Indo-Germanic nation, goes some

way to account for its attitude tow^ards Christianity

since the period when it gave thousands of believers

and many martyrs to the faith of Christ crucified.

X. But why is it so no longer ? Why are

sincere conversions from Judaism so rare, that

argumentatively they may be set down as practically

non-existent ? The question cannot be answered

by any of the ordinary theories which are brought

forward to account for men's actions. The Jews are

a phenomenon in modern society of the strangest

kind. Why are they what they are ? And why do

they everywhere awaken in tolerant and enlightened

minds such a mixture of respect, admiration, and

aversion ? They are among the chief financiers of
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the world ; they are everywhere loyal citizens ; their

intellectual capacities are great and varied.

But see how strange is the position which they

hold in European life. I will not insist on their

legal status in a country like Roumania, where the

people are uncouth and only partially civilized,

and the aristocracy one of the most dissolute of

oligarchies. Nor must too much stress be laid upon

the anti-Jewish ferocities of Muscovite towns and

villages. What seems inexplicable is the bitterness

with which the Hebrew race is regarded by many

of the best-educated and tolerant people in Germany,

the very land of free thought—a feeling which bears

no likeness to anything in this country, though it is

not to be denied that even here the feelings of the

most liberal-minded people are not very friendly

where Jews are concerned.

Is it not the case, then, that everywhere there

lurks in most people's minds an uncomfortable

suspicion that there is something radically dangerous

in the hereditary Jewish nature ? Is there, or is

there not, a supernatural aspect to this singular

feeling towards a race who seem so little to deserve

this almost universal dislike ? I do not pretend to

answer the question with any dogmatic positiveness.

But I see no way of reconciling the fact with the

ordinary facts of human life, except by supposing

that there does exist some hidden reason for this

continued alienation, only to be understood by its

connection with what- St. Paul said when he wrote
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to the Corinthians, that " when Moses is read, the

veil is upon their heart."

If this is so, then we are further justified in

looking forward to the fulfilment, sooner or later, of

St. Paul's anticipation that the Jewish heart will

" turn to the Lord ; " and then the veil will be

removed from the eyes so long unable to recognize

the Messiah in the Son of Mary. Then, too, will

the whole hereditary force of their race be devoted

to the propagation of that gospel to whose claims

they are still blind. Let us hope that this change

in the Jewish hearts Is not far distant. Whether,

however, it is still far off, or whether it is near, its

time of coming Is one of those secrets which are

known only to God Himself.
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CHAPTER XII.

THE EPISTLES TO TIMOTHY.

I. The Epistles to Timothy have a twofold interest.

They are valuable as exhibiting the feelings enter-

tained by St. Paul towards one whom he loved with

the affectionateness of a father, and as illustrating

the condition of the Ephesian Church, of which

Timothy was the bishop. They are thus supple-

mentary to the Epistle to the Ephesians, which was

written only a few years before the First Epistle to

Timothy. When St. Paul first wrote to Timothy,

he was a prisoner for the first time at Rome. When
he again wrote, he was once more a prisoner, and

he urges Timothy to come to see him and comfort

him with his presence. He foresaw his approaching

martyrdom, to which he looked forward with the joy

of a faithful servant about to receive his reward.

The affectionateness of St. Paul's nature is strikingly

brought out in his desire to see his much-loved son

in the faith once more before he died.

It is not known whether Timothy was able to

reach Rome before St. Paul's death. Nor is any-
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thing known with certainty concerning Timothy's

own personal history during the latter part of his

life, but tradition says that he too received the crown

of martyrdom.

II. Of his life and difficulties at the time when

St. Paul wrote to him, these two Epistles give a

tolerably distinct picture. He was still a young

man—very young for the difficult post to which

St. Paul had appointed him. His health was not

good, and he suffered from maladies for which

St. Paul advised him to drink a little wine, instead

of confining himself to water alone.

His task, as head of the Ephesian Church, was

by no means an easy one, and he had need of all

the strength and enlightenment which he had

received from his careful Christian education, under

his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. His

early knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures

stood him in good stead in dealing with the peculiar

questions which disturbed the peace of the Ephesian

Christians, and which it is evident had no small

attraction for their somewhat unstable, though

devout, natures. Timothy's youth also added to his

other difficulties, for no men liked to yield to the

authority of a person much younger than themselves,

and no little tact was required both in the treatment

of those who caused scandal by open misconduct,

and in the delicate handling of the susceptibilities of

widows, in such matters as second marriages, and

their enrolment in the number of those who were to
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be reckoned as widows indeed, and to be employed

in some sort of supervision of the younger women,

setting them a good example by cultivating sobriety

in dress. Those who were recognized as real

widows were, by St. Paul's directions, to be not less

than sixty years of age.

III. The general fault of the Ephesian Church,

when St. Paul wrote these letters, seems to have

been what may be described as free living or self-

indulgence. It is surprising, indeed, to learn, from

the instructions given to Timothy for the appoint-

ment of bishops and deacons, that men of anything

but irreproachable character might be expected

sometimes to aspire to sacred offices. The virtues

which St. Paul specifies as necessary qualifications

for the offices of bishop and deacon are, in truth, by

no means extravagantly severe. What is noticeable

is the fact that he should have thought it necessary

to give these detailed directions to a person like

Timothy, who, though young, was eminent both for

his piety and his wisdom. And the fact compels us

to form a somewhat low estimate of the reliofious

condition of the Ephesian Christians, and to contrast

it with the very high estimate which St. Paul had

formed of their spiritual state when he wrote his

Epistle to them. The meaning of one of the

directions here given to Timothy is at first sight not

very obvious. St. Paul says that a bishop, and also

a deacon, is to be the husband of one wife. This,

of course, does not mean that to other persons
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polygamy was allowable, but simply that the bishops

and deacons were to be men who had not been

twice married. St. Paul also urges the importance

of the effect of a well-governed family in a bishop's

house upon the good conduct of the Church in

eeneral. A man who could not rule his own

household well is declared to be unfit to govern

the Church of God.

Taken in connection with the rules given on

the recognition of widows who wished to be re-

garded as widows indeed, these directions illustrate

St. Paul's views on the subject of second marriages

in general, which he regards as inconsistent with

devotion to any sort of spiritual office. The cares

of married life, in his judgment, distract the attention

of men and women alike ; and he thinks that a

woman who marries a second time would be happier

if she remained all her life a widow.

IV. Examining these two epistles further in

detail, it appears that there had grown up among

the Ephesian believers one peculiar tendency for

which we were little prepared, either by the narra-

tive of St. Paul's preaching at Ephesus, as given in

the Acts of the Apostles, or by the letter which he

wrote to the Ephesians themselves. Many of them,

it seems, now betrayed a fondness for all kinds of

quibbllngs and straw- splittings, and for what St.

Paul calls endless grenealoeies. Whether we are

to understand by this phrase some interminable

disputes as to a man's Jewish or Gentile origin, or
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whether it refers to some sort of family pretensions

and disagreements, it is evident that the spirit which

magnifies trifles and substitutes words for realities

was rife in a community in which the power of the

one true God had been not long before displayed in

miraculous events, such as were vouchsafed to few

of the infant Churches of Asia. Until we recollect

what human nature is, in all ages and countries, it

is almost startling to learn that these follies were

common in the very city where the Christians had

thrown off the worship of Diana, and God had

wrought so many wonders by the hands of his

apostle. Yet in this very city the minds of the

believers were in so unsettled a condition that St.

Paul found it necessary to remind their bishop to

discourage the spread of triflings so foolish that he

contemptuously described them as old wives' fables.

One special class of pretenders to eminent

sanctity are described in terms which have led to

the conclusion that they belonged to the Jewish sect

of the Essenes, whose rigorism had an attraction

for those persons who were dissatisfied alike with

the worldliness and pretensions of the Pharisees and

the cold-hearted scepticism of the Sadducees. It is

not easy to ascertain from Josephus and other con-

temporary writers what were the exact opinions of

the Essenes, or how far their conventual system

rested upon such absurd notions as to eating and

drinking as those referred to by St. Paul in writing

to Timothy. At any rate, there was a marked
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similarity between the practice of the Essenes and

the teaching of the Ephesian sectaries, who forbade

marriage and denounced the use of certain kinds of

food.

At the same time, it seems clear that the funda-

mental theories of the Manichean system had gained

a footing in the Ephesian Church. According to this

ingenious Oriental speculation, the awful mystery of

human life, with its sufferings and moral evils, can

only be explained by the hypothesis that two mighty

invisible powers are always contending for the

dominion of humanity, and that corporeal activity

and enjoyment are the special instruments by means

of which the evil power thwarts the efforts of the

beneficent Power for the good of mankind. What
St. Paul says of the mischievous assertions of the

Ephesian sectaries undoubtedly corresponds with

the speculations of Manicheism, more closely than

any errors which were rife among the Jews, as far

as they can be ascertained from the Gospels and

the Acts of the Apostles.

V. As to St. Paul's own teaching, the Epistles

to Timothy are clear and precise. With all his

unconcealed views as to the greater happiness of

the unmarried, when compared with the married

state, he denounces absolutely all prohibitions of

marriage, as such, and all abstaining from certain

kinds of food, on the ground that they are unclean.

VI. On the whole, the impression left by these

two Epistles as to the condition of the Ephesian
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Church is not altogether very favourable. At the

same time, it is to be borne in mind that, in writing

to the bishop of the Church, St. Paul would naturally

dwell more upon the faults to be corrected than

upon the virtues to be commended. It is to be

noted, too, in the directions which he gives as to

the public worship of the believers, he makes no

mention of any such abuses as those which he had

condemned in the Corinthian Church when the

Lord's Supper was celebrated, or such as are de-

nounced in the Epistle of St. James. Whatever

were the faults of the Ephesian Christians, they

seem to have been tolerably free from the abomi-

nable sin of despising the poor, which was common

among the Corinthians and the Jewish converts to

whom St. James wrote.

VII. The Ephesian Church, again, included

persons of all classes, both rich and poor, and many

of the women were inordinately fond of dress and

personal adornment. This fondness for dress was,

however, an infirmity by no means confined to the

Ephesian women. It is condemned by St. Peter

in his First Epistle in terms which show that it was

common enough among the Asiatic Christians in

general. In both cases, the rebukes of the apostles

are especially directed to the women's fondness for

jewellery and for elaborate fashions in dressing their

hair, reminding us of the figures of the Roman
empresses in the British Museum, which exhibit

a steady increase in the extravagant styles of
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arranging the hair, as the dynasty of the Caesars

drew nearer and nearer towards its close.

VIII. Of Timothy himself, as he prosecuted his

difficult task, the two Epistles suggest a delightful

picture. Still so young in years, yet so mature in

goodness and wisdom, he seems to be an example

for all asfes of the lifelonof effects of a Christian

education, such as a Christian education always

ought to be, and such as it might be, were all

mothers and grandmothers like the wise and holy

Eunice and Lois.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE EPISTLE TO TITUS.

I. The Epistle to Titus is one of the most sug-

gestive of St. Paul's letters. It is short, and much

of it is occupied with the purely doctrinal and

personal subjects which were never absent from St.

Paul's thoughts. He touches, in passing, on the

great truth that it was by the free and undeserved

election of God that he was made a Christian and

an apostle ; and he points to the reappearance of

Christ upon earth as an event to be practically

looked for and longed for.

But, besides all this, the Epistle clearly shows

what St. Paul thought of the Cretan believers.

Gentiles as well as Jews. It was written to Titus,

as the head of the Church in Crete, shortly after

the First Epistle to Timothy. And if it is clear

from this last that the young Timothy had a hard

task in ruling the Ephesian Christians, it is equally

clear that the position of Titus in Crete required

not a little tact, wisdom, and firmness in administer-

ing the affairs of the Cretan believers.
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II. St. Paul strikes the key-note to the general

condition of the Cretan Church, when he quotes a

well-known saying of a Greek poet, who said that

the Cretans were always liars, ill-conditioned animals,

and lazy gluttons. The charge must, of course, be

accepted with reservation, as the exaggeration of a

satirist ; but that it condensed into one line the

typical vices of the inhabitants of the island can

hardly be doubted. They were a lively, quick, self-

indulgent race, fond of wine, not caring for strict

truth in their conversation, with a taste for ill-

natured gossip, and liable to be taken in by pre-

tenders and charlatans of all sorts. We gather,

also, from the instructions given to Titus, that they

were disposed to dispute the legal rights of the

authorities in the Island, apparently on the ground

that they were aliens in race from themselves. The

Judaizing party among the Christians seems to

have been numerous and powerful, with the same

result as at Ephesus, creating a fondness for verbal

quibblings and genealogical disputes, to the injury

of the simplicity and humble faith of the uncorrupted

gospel.

III. It is to be remarked, further, from the

qualifications which St. Paul desired Titus to re-

quire from the men whom he was to appoint as

deacons in different cities, that, as in Ephesus,

persons sometimes sought sacred offices who were

given to drinking and devoted to money getting.

Money getting generally seems to have been a
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passion with these islanders, who came of a Greek

stock, not of the most distinguished or purest type.

As a whole, we cannot help concluding that the

Cretan Church was materially affected by those

influences of race which are to be traced so dis-

tinctly in many of the apostolic Churches. This

modifying influence of hereditary personal qualities,

upon belief as well as conduct, is one of the most

curious psychological phenomena in the history of

humanity, and nowhere is its reality more strikingly

illustrated than in these numerous letters of St. Paul.

And the value of the contribution thus yielded

towards our knowledge of the religious life of the

day is increased by the circumstance that St. Paul

himself had no theories on the matter. Our modern

theories on the subject of race and the hereditary

transmission of different mental capacities had not

in his day been invented. Nobody knew to what

an extent thought and feeling are connected with

the molecular activity of the brain, and still less had

any theories been devised to account for the origin

of species and the similarity of the brains of man
and those of sundry brutes. St. Paul simply noticed

the facts as he found them, and the remarkable

varieties in his method of dealing with the spiritual

condition of the difterent Churches to which he

wrote are due to his freedom from any preconceived

psychological system.

IV. One very important conclusion which is to

be drawn from this Epistle to Titus is the support
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which it gives to the fundamental principle of all

real Christian civilization—the principle, that is, that

the family is the unit of the entire social state. Not
merely in his instructions as to the ordination of

deacons, but incidentally in other passages in this

Epistle, we see that the idea of a well-ordered

Christian household was constantly before St. Paul's

mind. And this is the more remarkable, because

no man ever had a clearer perception of the cares

and anxieties of a married life. Only, as marriage

is a divine institution and must always exist, St. Paul

habitually recognizes the household as the basis of

society, and he expects Christian perfection to be

attained in the performance of the relative duties of

husbands and wives, and of parents and their children.

And it is the more important to bear in mind

this element in St. Paul's teaching, when we wish

to realize the Christian life of the past, because

undoubtedly the conversions both of Jews and

Gentiles were sometimes confined to one or two

members of a family. How far, indeed, this was

the case it is not easy to ascertain
; though, from

the absence of any general instructions to individual

believers who suffered from family persecution, it

would seem that, as a rule, the conversion of one

member of a family led to the conversion of the rest.

As to the general tone of the family life of the

first Christians there can be no dispute—at least, if

it was modelled on the teaching of St. Paul. That

teaching is, indeed, somewhat distasteful both to the
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men and the women who may be taken as the

typical creation of the last half of the nineteenth

century. St. Paul's one conception of a Christian

family was that of a household in which obedience

was the ruling principle, both of the wife towards

her husband and of children towards their parents.

It was an affectionate obedience, and the authority

was exercised with considerateness ; but still, it was

essentially obedience, and not a mock obedience

disguising a real equality.

As to the typical nineteenth-century woman,

who claims an equality with man, both in character

and in rights, such a being never crossed the great

apostle's imagination. His ideal of a Christian

woman is that of a creature essentially feminine,

whether as friend, wife, sister, mother, or daughter.

He understood what we call female vanities well

enough, and his censures of extravagance in the

plaiting of hair and the wearing of jewellery show

that he had a keen eye for female foibles. But of

that theory which claims for women an actual

equality with men, he had not the faintest concep-

tion. And when we read the names of the many

women to whom he sends greetings in his different

letters, we may rest assured that, whatever were

their varieties of character, and whatever their gifts

and their intellect, there was not one of them who
bore the slightest resemblance to that eccentric

product of modern civilization which we call a,

strong-minded woman.
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V. At the same time, in forming our estimate of

the general character and habits of the women of

the apostoHc period, allowance must be made for

those peculiarities of race which prompted the

special instructions which St. Paul gave to Timothy

and Titus. There is no reason for assuming that

the women of Ephesus and of Crete were fair

representatives of the Christian women in all parts

of the Roman empire. The people who were

governed by Timothy and by Titus were a warm-

blooded race, and their faults as well as their virtues

were to some extent the result of hereditary tempera-

ment, modified by the circumstances in which they

lived. So it is with ourselves to-day. All the

women of the civilized world are not like Eng-lish

women, whether in their defects or their good

qualities. The English woman, as such, is made

what she is by her Anglo-Norman blood, and by

the free political institutions amidst which she is

nurtured. The result has been the oradual formation

of a character which is often admirable and some-

times absurd, and as often excites the envy as the

ridicule of the people of other countries. This

character is also so deeply seated as to withstand

the effects of transplantation to all parts of the

world, while its peculiarities are intensified when

they take root in places where the peculiar merits

and demerits of our English life within its sea-girt

shores are themselves intensified.

To answer, then, the important question. What
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were the women like in the apostoHc Churches ? we

must include a wider range of life than is afforded

by Ephesus and Crete, and by the converted Jewish

inhabitants of Asia Minor to whom St. Peter

addressed his two Epistles. Thus judged, there is

every reason to conclude that the Christian women

of the apostolic times were, as a rule, modest and

simple in their ways, avoiding luxury and ex-

travagance in their dress and in the manaofement of

their households, and looking for the re-appearance

of Christ in this world. If they had been, in any

sense, given to worldliness, they would not have

been the mothers, wives, or sisters of martyrs ; or

themselves, as they sometimes were, martyrs also.

This test of martyrdom is, indeed, conclusive as to

the daily life of the women in the days of persecu-

tion. Martyrs do not come from the households

where foolish and frivolous women give the tone to

the whole family. And one almost shudders to

think of the probable effects of a real persecution

upon the members of our modern households, in-

fluenced by the daily and hourly guidance of the

multitude of mothers and sisters who represent the

self-glorifying religious world of to-day.

VI. One other question occurs to the mind, as

we close our examination of the Epistles of St.

Paul. What would be his view of the Christian

civilization of this country at the present time ? I

have failed in my attempt to represent the great

apostle as a living personality to my readers, if I
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have left them under an impression that he was a

man who would judge the Christians of the first

century by one test, and those of the nineteenth by

another.

Most undoubtedly he would apply his old twofold

test to the England of to-day. He would inquire

how far our legislation and our public and private

social institutions tended to promote the knowledge

of Christ crucified, and whether the men and women

who profess themselves Christians habitually live

like persons who are convinced that they are called

to be holy, being chosen to that end by the eternal

foreknowledge and predestination of God, under

which same conviction they constantly look for the

return of their Divine Master to this visible world.

To St. Paul's mind, all other considerations would

be trifles and comparatively uninteresting. He
would walk about London as he walked about

Athens, perhaps with the same sympathy which he

there felt for those who worshipped the goddess

of wisdom and the unknown God ; but possibly with

the same feelings which were kindled in him at

Ephesus, where they worshipped Diana, or at

Corinth, where they worshipped Venus, the goddess

of unholy love.

Still more keen and searching would be his

inquiries into the reality of our religious life, when

he found Bibles in every decent house, and his

own letters in Greek in the hands of almost all

educated men, while he saw that the poor were
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crowded into dens of misery unknown to the ancient

world, and the streets recalled the pleasure haunts

of Corinth and the secret infamies of Tiberius Caesar.

Can we doubt what would be the conclusions that

he would draw from what he saw and heard ? And
can we help wondering whether, in the good Provi-

dence of God, another St. Paul will ever be given to

the world ?
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE EPISTLE OF ST. JAMES.

I. The writer of this Epistle was James, the son of

Alphaeus, sometimes called James the Less, to dis-

tinguish him from the other apostle of the same

name, who was the son of Zebedee. He was a

kinsman of our Lord, probably a cousin, the Greek

word used by St. Paul implying some sort of actual

consanguinity. As far as any indications of his

character can be gathered from this Epistle, we can

clearly trace the peculiar personal influence which

an early intimacy with the Divine Son of the ever-

virgin mother would exercise upon a mind naturally

sweet and humble, such as we conceive to have

been that of the devout Simeon, who uttered his

Nunc Dimittis w^hen he received the Holy Infant in

his arms in the Temple.

The Epistle is addressed to the Jewish converts

generally. And it is to be noticed that they are

addressed as the twelve tribes, either because some

few descendants of the lost ten tribes were still to

be found among the descendants of Judah and
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Benjamin, or because the old conception of the

Israelites as consisting- of twelve tribes was most

familiar to the Jewish households of the day.

The contents of the Epistle suggest the recollec-

tion that the writer was a poor man, very devout

and humble, but without the ardent enthusiasm of

St. Paul, as he was without his keen and cultivated

intellect. He had a fondness for finding comparisons

in inanimate objects to illustrate spiritual truths,

twice drawing his illustrations from seafaring

matters, as when he compares the action of the

tongue upon a man's whole life to that of the rudder

in shaping the course of a vessel at sea.

II. What his fellow-countrymen, the Jews, were

really like he knew very well, and his censures

upon their love of riches enable us to complete the

picture drawn by St. Paul of the characteristics of

that wonderful people, even when converted to the

faith of Christ. He does not analyze the preten-

sions of the Judaizing theorists with St. Paul's acute

logic. He is a simple man, and he merely looks at

facts as they presented themselves, and he tests them

by the lessons he had learnt from his Divine Master.

He sees that the Jewish Christians are given to

glorying in what they called their faith, but to his

eyes they seem to care more for money than for

anything else. He goes into their assemblies for

the worship of God, and there he sees all the best

places reserved for the rich and well-dressed, and

the poor and ill-clad thrust into the worst seats.
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Against this scandalous abuse he remonstrates, not

vehemently, for he is never vehement, but with that

gentle seriousness which has more force than any

strength of words.

III. So, too, when he has to notice other faults,

resulting from the intense pride and worldliness of

the Hebrew race, he does not argue, but simply

points out what are the duties of a Christian in his

own calm way, and with that simplicity of definition

which results from the transparent simplicity of his

own mind, and which gives to many passages in his

Epistle a concentrated force not surpassed by any-

thing in all the other Epistles. Even when he has

to remind the self-satisfied Jews that the faith in

which they trusted was not faith at all, but a mere

dead intellectual formality, he still writes in the

same unimpassioned, paternal tone, recalling, if it

may be said with reverence, the manner in which

Jesus Himself taught His disciples.

IV. Apart, however, from the circumstance that

this Epistle was specially addressed to the believers

of Hebrew origin, there is no reason for thinking

that its warnings were not applicable, though per-

haps less generally, to the Christians of Gentile birth.

The infirmities which led to the corruptions here

condemned are too deeply seated in human nature

to make it credible that the poor Gentile Christians

were not as often neglected and looked down upon

by their wealthier brethren as were the Jewish

believers themselves. Nothing, too, that St. James
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here condemns was more scandalous than the dis-

tinctions between rich and poor in the celebration of

the Lord's Supper, which St. Paul denounces in the

Corinthian believers, without drawing any contrast

between the Jewish and the Gentile sections of the

Church.

So, too, it is only because men are men that they

are prone to rest satisfied with their religious creed

or faith, however dead it is and unproductive of love

and all good works. The Epistle of St. James is,

in fact, applicable to every age and to the wealthy

believers of every race. The unpleasant truths

which it quietly sets forth are echoed in the secret

consciences of so many persons making loud profes-

sions of religious zeal, that we can hardly be surprised

when its value is depreciated by a class of critics

who understand neither St. Paul nor St. James.

V. Regarded as a means for estimating the

character of St. James himself, the Epistle, short as

it is, furnishes a picture of a noble, saintly nature,

strong in its loving faith, patient under persecution,

and habitually looking for the return of the Master

to this world in His glory. It is a beautiful picture
;

not, perhaps, kindling in us the same personal sym-

pathy which St. Paul's letters awaken, but moving our

hearts with a very real affection. It is interesting,

too, to remember that St. James was the only one of

the apostles, besides St. Peter, with whom St. Paul

had an}^ conversation when he went up to Jerusalem

after his conversion (Galatians i. 19). And we can
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understand the soothing influence of his devout and

simple nature upon the ardent young convert. When
St. James wrote his Epistle, many years had gone

by since that first meeting at Jerusalem, and St.

Paul was now on the eve of martyrdom. But they

had spent their lives in the service of the same

Master ; and now, though eighteen centuries have

passed away, they still live by their writings in our

grateful memories. They themselves are in their

eternal homes.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE EPISTLES OF ST. PETER.

I. The Epistles of St. Peter do not supply many

details of the life of the apostolic Churches, but they

deepen our perception of the extent to which the

individual personality of each apostle is reflected in

the letters that he wrote. In this way they add

distinctness to our conceptions of the actual existence

of the Christians of the time, which would be very

imperfect if we had nothing more than a kind of

shadowy vision of the teachers who lived among

them, or from time to time addressed to them those

communications which have come down to our-

selves.

The value of the New Testament Epistles in

thus enabling us to understand the peculiar characters

of their writers cannot easily be overstated. The

men to whom Jesus Christ committed the work of

propagating His religion were not mere unintelligent

instruments, giving forth sounds like a trumpet when

it is played upon. They were as unlike one another

as they could well be. When, by the teaching of
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Jesus and the operation of an inward spiritual power,

they became new men, both in their behefs and in

the motives which swayed their conduct, their original

intellectual and emotional natures remained the

same as before, and they exhibited the same varieties

of type, as living men, as are exhibited by devout

persons to-day.

All this is so obvious, when plainly stated, that

it seems unnecessary to insist upon it. But it is

not so. No book has suffered more than the New
Testament from being read as a collection of docu-

ments rather than as the record of the lives, the

beliefs, and the sufferings of human beings in all

things like ourselves. Thus, too, its extraordinary

value as a practical guide has been obscured ; and

people go about with it in their possession, almost

as unconscious of its hidden energy as a child, play-

ing in the fields of Golconda, who picks up an un-

polished diamond, and, taking it for a common stone,

tosses it backwards and forwards in a game with his

companions.

II. Another consequence of this general forget-

fulness of the differences of character in the writers

of the Epistles is, that we are thus led to overlook

the conclusions to be drawn from the absolute

identity of the doctrines they teach and the morality

they inculcate. This unanimity becomes the more

striking, the more their letters are examined in

connection with the individuality of the writers

themselves.
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Occasionally, for want of recollection of these

facts, issues have been raised, and controversies

have raged, which, but for the seriousness of the

questions involved, would be almost ludicrous.

Such, for instance, is the contrast which has been

drawn between the teaching of St. Paul and St.

James on the subject of justification by faith, while

in reality their teachings are identical.

III. Regarded, then, as a contribution to our

knowledge of St. Peter's own character, these two

Epistles seem to be precisely what we should have

expected from the apostle whose virtues and whose

failings appear so distinctly in the Gospel narratives.

From the day when he was first called to leave his

occupation as a fisherman and become a fisher of

men, up to the moment when the eyes of the

Master whom he had just denied were turned upon

him in sad reproach, bringing him to instant and

bitter repentance, the Gospels place before us a

bold, vigorous, warm-hearted, impulsive nature
;

manly, self-reliant, and courageous, notwithstanding

his one terrible experience of the truth of the teach-

ing that pride goes before a fall.

Just such he appears in his two Epistles. As

compositions, they have no pretensions to polish of

style ; but they are forcible and straightforward,

abounding in sentences which linger in the memory

and touch the feelings. Being written about a.d. 64,

when the persecutions of the Christians were on the

increase, St. Peter s special aim is to encourage and
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instruct the believers in their trials. And he does

this with his characteristic fervour, and with all

those unaffected expressions of love for his Master

and confidence in His power and goodness which

we should expect from the living Peter of the

Gospels, converted from his old Jewish exclusive-

ness by a special vision from heaven.

He says but little of himself personally, just

mentioning that he held the office of a deacon, when

he is pointing out to deacons in general the duties

which their office involved. The most important

passage of a personal nature is that in which he

refers to the letters of St. Paul, with many of which,

if not with all of them, he was evidently acquainted.

He calls him his beloved brother, and adds that in

his letters there were some things hard to under-

stand, which ignorant and unstable persons per-

verted to their own injury. Whether he meant that

his brother apostle's methods of reasoning were

such as he himself found it difficult to enter into,

or whether he only thought them difficult to ignorant

and unstable minds, we can well imagine that he did

not always follow their subtle and profound lines of

argfument without an effort. He was born and bred

a fisherman ; and though both he and the accom-

plished scholar whom God had made the apostle

of the Gentiles preached the same gospel, their

methods of teaching were different.

Now and then, it is true, there is almost a verbal

similarity between the expressions used by the two
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writers. St. Peter's reference to the foreknowledge

and election of God, which had made the believers

what they were, is almost in its very words identical

with St. Paul's references to the same doctrine.

Another agreement is to be noticed in their way of

treating a subject of a very simple kind. Both of

them censure the prevailing fondness of many of the

women for luxury in dress, especially mentioning

the elaborate dressing of the hair and the wearing

of jewellery as unbecoming the modesty and sim-

plicity of persons who were the followers of Jesus

Christ.

IV. There is not much difficulty in determining

the meaning of the term " strangers," to whom these

two Epistles are addressed. St. Peter calls them

the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia—meaning, no doubt,

the converted Jews who had settled in Asia Minor,

under the stress of persecution in their own country.

Some error, however, has crept into the enumeration

of the countries specified, which are all of them

provinces of Asia Minor, while there is no district

known as " Asia." Possibly this word was sub-

stituted for Thracia, in the course of the various

copyings which the original manuscript underwent

as time wore on.

However this may be, those Asiatic converted

Jews seem, in St. Peter's judgment, to have felt

keenly the persecutions they had to endure, besides

the ordinary trials and temptations which beset those
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who Strive to live up to a Christian standard in this

weary world. Like the various Churches addressed

by St. Paul, they found in the conviction that they

were the elect of God, not a pretext for sin, but an

incentive to a pious life.

And thus, though these two Epistles do not add

materially to the details of the early Christian life,

they deepen our conviction of the contrast between

the realities of ancient times and those of our own.

It was one thing to be a Christian in the days of

St. Peter and St. Paul ; it is quite another thing to

be a Christian in our own days. For myself, I

suppose that I only express the feelings of most

people, when I say that I think it is easier, on the

whole, to be a good Christian to-day than it was in

those primitive times, even though the believers

had the advantage of the personal guidance of the

apostles.

At the same time, we are entitled to claim kinship

with those noble souls, men and women who kept

the faith amidst trials from which our more timid

natures shrink, even in thought. And with these

feelings in our mind, we conclude our examination

of St. Peter's exhortations to the faithful of his day,

by once more reading what St. John says of him

at the end of his Gospel. Surely, in the sacred

narratives there are not many things more full of

pathos than the words in which the risen Lord

foretells to His devoted and penitent servant by what

death he should glorify God. And as we read the
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narrative, in our silent hearts we repeat the adoring

cry of the Te Deiim, " Te martyrum candidatus

laudat exercitus." In all that white-robed army of

martyrs, what voice is now sweeter in the ears of

the glorified Jesus than that of the repentant saint

on whom He cast that look of sad reproach in the

hour of His humiliation and death ?
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CHAPTER XVI.

THE EPISTLES OF ST. JOHN.

I. As we finish the concluding sentences of the first

of these Epistles, our thoughts recall the interior of

a large upper chamber in Jerusalem, and all that

there took place on the evening of the Passover,

thirty-five years before this Epistle was written.

We see a table, showing that the Passover supper

is nearly ended. At the table are placed twelve

men, all but one with grave and thoughtful coun-

tenances, attentive to every word that falls from

their Master, as He speaks of His approaching

death. One of their number, who is placed next to

Him, and even leans upon His breast, watches Him
with an indescribable look of lovine tenderness.

Several hours have passed away, and the Master

is dying in agony upon a cross on Mount Calvary.

Before He dies, He utters a few occasional words,

for even in His anguish His thoughts are in heaven

as well as upon earth ; and among these last words

are those addressed to His mother Mary, who stands

by His cross with breaking heart, and to the disciple
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who leaned on His breast at the supper, and who

now stands before Him, by His mother's side. To
that beloved disciple He commits the care of His

mother ; and, when all is over, the disciple takes her

to his own home.

n. The Epistles of St. John are the natural

utterances of this beloved disciple. The thirty-five

years that have passed since the voice of Jesus

sounded in his ears have not clouded his memory or

chilled his heart. He is still the disciple whom
Jesus loved, only now he is an old man, with all the

fruits of a long experience of all the perversities and

weaknesses of human nature in those to whom he

has taught the gospel of his Master. And now,

before the infirmities of age have at last enfeebled

him, he writes these letters as his offering to the

followers of the Master who has given him this long

life to be spent in His service.

As a contribution to our knowledge of the life of

the apostolic Christians, St. John's Epistles must be

taken in connection with his accounts of the con-

dition of the seven Churches in Asia Minor, which

are given in the opening chapters of the Apocalypse,

in which St. John records the visions which he saw in

the island of Patmos. However obscure are many

parts of these revelations of the future destiny of

the Church and the world, there is no difficulty in

understanding the warnings addressed to the seven

Churches. Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira,

Philadelphia, Sardis, and Laodicea stand out dis-
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tinctly before us, as they appeared to St. John

himself; and their characteristic virtues and faults

must be regarded as proofs of the extent to which

they had obeyed or neglected the teaching of St.

John's Epistles.

It is evident that in most of these communities

there was a tendency to fall away before the subtle

insinuations of speculative reasoners who were not

content simply to adore Jesus as God. In this

respect the Asiatic Churches seem to have been

more disposed to go astray than the generality of

the communities of Christian believers. At the

same time, it is to be remembered that we have no

account of the condition of the Churches to whom
St. Paul wrote, subsequent to his letters to Timothy

and Titus, which only give us an insight into the

affairs of Ephesus and Crete.

To the beloved disciple, who had leaned upon

the breast of Him whom he worshipped as God
manifest in the flesh, any speculations that tended

to obscure a simple belief in the reality of the In-

carnation must have been indescribably abhorrent,

and if anything could have embittered his own
loving nature it was this appearance of the delusion

which made men turn against the Divine Lord

whom he loved. These accounts of the seven

Churches further confirm the conclusion gathered

from many parts of St. Paul's Epistles as to the

tendency to licentiousness, so difficult to eradicate

from many of the believers, brought up in all the
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voluptuous self-indulgence of Asiatic heathenism.

In the people of Laodicea another characteristic is

severely censured. They seem to have given up

all serious care for either virtue or vice, and their

name has become proverbial for a lukewarmness, a

temper of mind which the speaker in the Apocalyptic

vision condemns with an unsparing rigour, incom-

prehensible to those who do not know the hopeless-

ness of attempting to move those who are neither

cold nor hot, but merely indifferent, in any cause,

however good and great.
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CHAPTER XVII.

THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

The general impression that we derive from this

brief but vigorously-expressed letter, is in many

respects the same as that which is produced by the

Epistles of St. John and the warnings addressed to

the seven Churches of Asia Minor in the Apocalypse.

It was written about the same time as St. John's

Epistles, and must be regarded as practically illus-

trating the chief faults of the time. The difference

between the characters of the two writers is very

evident, but in both of them we observe a keen

sense of the dangers, both to faith and morals, which

beset the believers to whom they wrote. The burden

of the EjDistle of Jude is the inevitable punishment

which follows a falling-away from the gospel, as

first received by those who embrace it. How far

these strictures are to be taken as implying any

extensive changes in the beliefs and lives of the

apostolic Churches generally, it is not easy to

determine. Probably the Epistle represents the

zeal and the fears of the writer's heart, rather than
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his deliberate judgment as to actual facts. The
severity of its tone certainly does not prepare us for

the heroic constancy displayed by the Christians of

the day, when the great persecution under Nero

tried their faithfulness to the utmost. And the chief

inference to be drawn from the Epistle is the pro-

found reality of the struggle that went on in the

minds of the believers, resulting in the defection of

the few, and the triumphant victory of the many,

over the most subtle of snares and the most terrible

of deaths.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH.

I. The history of the apostoHc Church, as gathered

from the materials suppHed by the Epistles in the

New Testament, extends over a period of about

sixteen years. We are thus in possession of abundant

information concerning the details of the life of the

various Christian Churches from a.d. 52, when

the first Epistle to the Thessalonians was written,

down to the beginning of the great persecution

under Nero.

Practically, this Christian life was almost con-

fined to Greece, Palestine, Asia Minor, a few islands

in the Mediterranean, and, in Italy, to Rome. A
glance at the map of the world, as known to the

ancients, shows how small was the region, judged

by mere size, to which Christianity had penetrated

during the first thirty-five years after the death of

its Divine Founder. But in the conquests it had

thus made it had captured the very heart and head

of the human race. With the exception of those

districts in the farther East, where, in the cradle of
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the great Aryan, afterwards the Indo-Germanic

race, Brahmanism and Buddhism held undisputed

sway, the rehgion of the cross had been planted in

the chief centres of civilization, and the temples of

mythological deities were rocking to their founda-

tions. Everywhere, in the midst of wondering and

hostile populations, crowds of men and women were

living, looking like other men and women, and

following the same callings as their fellow-citizens,

but assertinof that the Son of a virofin mother, born

in an obscure town in Judsea, and crucified at the

instigation of his fellow-countrymen, was the Son of

the one only true God, and would one day return to

reward those who believed in Him.

To their heathen neighbours these Christians

seemed all very much like one another, and pos-

sessed with one incomprehensible fanaticism ; but

yet in many respects their separate communities

differed not a little. Still, as Christians, they were

all agreed in certain characteristic beliefs, some of

which would have been peculiarly odious to their

heathen neighbours, even if correctly understood
;

and which, being only imperfectly comprehended,

did make them formidable in the eyes of those

who watched them with mingled jealousy and fear.

II. Of these universal Christian beliefs, none

was more intolerable to the heathen world than the

conviction that each local Church was an integral

portion of one vast spiritual kingdom, governed by

its own laws, and ruled over by the risen and
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glorified Jesus. Of this fundamental element in the

faith of the apostolic Christians, the heathen could

only master the conception that the Church was a

powerful kingdom, and therefore to be dreaded. It

was nothing to them that it had none of the externals

of royalty, none of the pomp and magnificence and

the emblems of power which they saw in the sove-

reignty of the Caesars. To them the Christian was

not a mere dreaming fanatic, a sort of peevish

puritan, who would take no part in drunken revels

or licentious pleasures of any kind. He was a

revolutionist, a disturber of society ; he was not

onlya disagreeable, he was a dangerous man.

To the unconverted Jews this belief in a universal

spiritual kingdom was as odious as it was to the

idolatrous Gentile. The Christian was in their eyes

a marked man wherever he was found. As he went

about his private affairs, he was the living embodi-

ment of a denial of the Jewish aspirations after a

temporal Messiah. Every word that he uttered

concerning the glories of the heavenly Jerusalem

was equivalent to an assertion that the Jewish ex-

pectations of a triumphant Jerusalem, rich, glorious,

and free, were doomed to disappointment ; and the

Jew therefore hated the Christian with a bitterness

all his own.

This universal aversion of Jews and heathens

was further intensified by the expectation of the

return of Jesus to this visible world which was

general in the apostolic Church. That he would
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certainly thus return, perhaps in a few years, was

undoubtedly the conviction of the Christians who

were taught by St. Paul and the other writers of the

Epistles. Jew and Gentile could alike understand

what the Christian meant when he stated his ex-

pectation that perhaps before a year was over the

Son of Mary, who had been crucified in Judaea,

might appear and take possession of the world, with

all His saints about Him. Here was an announce-

ment which appealed to the senses of the non-

Christian inhabitants of every town and village where

Christians were to be found. It is, therefore, no

riiatter of surprise when we find, as time wore on,

that however the Christians were tolerated in the

apostolic period, they were surrounded by latent

feelings of hostility, which quickly broke out into

a flame when excited by any fresh stimulus to

popular passion.

There was no difficulty, again, in knowing who

were Christians and who were not. The Church

which the Christians believed in was a visible

Church. The theory that has been invented in

modern times, which regards the Church of Christ

as made up of pious souls, bound together in an

invisible union, was unknown in the apostolic

Church itself. People, it was universally held, were

made Christians by being baptized, when they

received that special gift of the Holy Ghost which

enabled them to fulfil the law of God. Every one,

therefore, in Corinth, or Rome, or Ephesus, knew
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who were Christians as well as they knew who were

Jews and who were worshippers of Venus or

Diana. There might be bad Christians, as well as

good Christians ; and we cannot doubt that those

who showed themselves false to their faith by in-

dulging in gross sin, excited far more contempt than

sympathy in their unbelieving neighbours.

One other element in the belief of the Christians

of those days was of a more secret nature, but,

whenever it came to the ears of their unconverted

companions, aggravated not a little the dislike

already entertained towards the followers of Jesus.

This was their belief that it was by the election of

God, and by His free grace, that they had been

chosen out of a sinful and miserable world, to be

His saints upon earth, and the inheritors of eternal

life. Even when stated with the utmost humility

and charity towards all men, this doctrine is apt to

create irritation in many minds amongst ourselves.

What, then, must have been its effect on the un-

believing Jews and pagans, already sufficiently dis-

posed to denounce the arrogance of these insolent

Christians ? It was nothing to them that the

Christians held that predestination to eternal happi-

ness involved a predestination to a life of holiness,

after the pattern set by Jesus Christ Himself, and

that those who were not made holy were not of the

number of the elect. It was enough to arouse

the anger of Jew and Gentile, to hear these

Christians professing themselves the elect of God,
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according to His eternal foreknowledge and omnipo-

tent will.

The anger aroused by this doctrine of election

was further intensified when it was remarked that

those who held it were for the most part persons in

a humble social position. Some of them were rich

and well dressed, and patrician in their family con-

nections. Not so the greater number of those men

and women who pretended to be the salt of the

earth. The Christians, as a body, were a plebeian

race, and their spiritual arrogance was all the more

intolerable.

And yet they gained ground in an inexplicable

manner. Wherever the wealthy Greek or Jew
travelled, in Asia, or Greece, or on the shores of the

Mediterranean, he found adherents of the new sect

quietly and firmly settled. They were often thriving

people, as they attended to their own affairs,

quarrelled with nobody, and wasted nothing in

riotous living. They associated chiefly with one

another, and had their own meetings for religious

worship. But they would take no part in the

religious ceremonies of paganism, and would not

even eat anything which they knew to have been

laid^ upon an idol's altar. It was useless to argue

with them, or to remind them that wise men among

the pagans conformed to the national religious

customs, though they derided the popular belief in

gods and goddesses. These obstinate people, who
were mechanics, or shopkeepers, or even fishermen,
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accounted themselves wiser than their betters, and

they deserved all the social and judicial annoyances

to which they were subjected.

III. Nor did the Christians find more favour

with the speculative theorists who called themselves

philosophers. The stern and self-repressing fol-

lower of Zeno, the pleasure-loving disciple of

Epicurus, and the thoughtful, critical Aristotelian,

agreed in regarding Christianity as a mean and

contemptible superstition. Such theorists were

found everywhere in the chief centres of civilization.

Not only in intellectual Athens and voluptuous

Corinth, but in masterful Rome, and wherever the

characteristic Roman intellect made itself felt, those

philosophic systems had their adherents. For the

Roman intelligence, enlightened by Greek culture,

was now in its most energetic activity. Its literary

power betrayed but few signs of decay, though the

golden age of Augustus was passed. Its artistic

faculty was at its highest, as was shown by the

multitude of marble statues in the public buildings

and private houses of Rome. The architectural

gifts of the Romans were great, and they left behind

them many masterpieces worthy of the conquerors

of the world. They had learned from the Etrurians

the use of the arch, unknown to the Greeks, as a

principle of construction, suited to the vastness of

their own designs, and they had invented a new

order of architecture, the Composite ; not, it is true,

very pure or satisfying, but exhibiting their power
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of assimilating and combining the thoughts of other

men.

Thus, in the full activity of his intellect, the

Roman conqueror and colonizer often adopted some

one of the philosophic systems to which the genius

of Greece had given birth, and applied it to practical

purposes with all his own rough and daring energy.

And thus it was that the Christians of the Apostolic

period constantly found themselves confronted by an

enemy very unlike the coarse and vulgar mob of

illiterate and unconverted Jews and Gentiles.

This enemy, too, was all the more dangerous an

opponent to the progress of the gospel, because it

exercised a material influence on the weaker and

more superficial minds among the Christians them-

selves. Its attacks were for the most part not

- directed against the details of Christian morals,

which were in many respects akin to the teachings

of the Stoics and the Aristotelians. It was the

elementary conception of a religion based on the

humiliation of Jesus which excited the ridicule of

the philosophers, and in many places bewildered the

believers, even where it did not seduce them to

absolute unbelief.

How this came about it is easy to understand, if

we judge by our own present experience of the

effects of philosophic theories in predisposing people's

minds against the obvious meanings of St. Paul's

writing's in the New Testament. It is true that

we have adopted a new phraseology of our own.
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Nobody cares now for the speculative philosophies

of ancient Greece. People would as soon regulate

their eating- of beans by the teaching of Pythagoras

as deliberately modify their interpretation of the

Bible by studying the Dialogues of Plato or the

" Memorabilia " of Xenophon. Our present oracle

calls itself science, especially physical science, or

physiology— excellent subjects of knowledge in

themselves, though by no means equivalent to that

knowledge of God and the invisible world which

Christianity unfolds. And it is only necessary to

observe the widespread influence of certain scientific

theories at this very day to enable us to realize the

bewildering philosophic sneers upon the humble but

quickly receptive members of the Church of the

apostles.

Placed thus in the midst of a hostile society, the

internal affairs of the apostolic Christians were in

various respects singularly unlike anything we are

accustomed to. Of these, one of the most important

was the absence of those documents which go by

the name of creeds. The simplest and earliest of

these summaries of belief, known as the Apostles'

Creed, was not yet in existence. The faith of the

believers rested entirely on what had been taught

them by the apostles themselves and their com-

panions in the work of conversion, and it was to the

enforcement and explanation of the doctrines thus

originally taught, that St. Paul's and the other

Epistles were mainly directed. As time went on,



i66 THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES.

things changed in this respect, but during the

apostolic period no one, either teacher or learner,

had formed any conception of a formal dogmatic

statement of Christian truths such as was drawn up

nearly three centuries later at the Council of Nice.

Thus, if the believers were left without any condensed

summary of Christian doctrines like the Nicene

Creed, still less had they any idea of such a document

as that which is known as the Athanasian Creed,

which is essentially of an argumentative character,

discussing the doctrines of Christianity from a

controversial point of view. Indeed, if we wish to

rea:lize to the full the difference between the

intellectual life of the apostolic Christians and that

of a later period, it is only necessary to compare

St. Paul's method of teaching controversial subjects,

as in the Epistles to the Romans and the Corinthians,

with the method adopted by the author of the Atha-

nasian Creed in expounding the doctrine of the

Incarnation.

Nowadays, it is almost impossible to contemplate

religious doctrines in the manner in which the early

Christians contemplated them. We see them under

the lurid light of theological controversy. No one

can escape its effects. The most ignorant and un-

educated are affected by the prevailing influence, for

those who teach them are themselves the product of

an age unlike anything that has gone before it. No
matter what religious communion a man belongs to,

the teachers in that communion have been made
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what they are by successive generations of con-

troversy. For more educated people, it is an age

of discussions, of newspapers, of magazines, and of

pubhc meetings ; an age not of enthusiasm, but of

restlessness, which satisfies its feeble ardours by

setting up innumerable societies and collecting

subscriptions, all duly advertised in influential

periodicals.

IV. Compared with this artificial religious life

in which we are now involved, the method by which

the apostolic Churches first learned the doctrines of

Christianity was simplicity itself, and can with

difficulty be understood by minds educated like our

own. The believers owed all their knowledge to

the occasional visits of an apostle, and rarely were

personally instructed by any one else. The older

believers, of course, instructed the younger ; and

conversions often followed from the conversations of

Christians with their unbelieving friends and neigh-

bours. But, both in general outlines and in details,

all Christian doctrine was taught by word of mouth,

by St. Paul, or his companions, or one of the other

apostles.

Much of this instruction was given in conversation

and private intercourse ; but the chief method seems

to have taken the form of addresses to gatherings of

the believers, more or less numerous, corresponding

to what we now call preaching, or what perhaps

might be termed catechetical instruction, only that

there were no such things as catechisms, or any
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similar convenient summaries of definite religious

doctrines.

V. What was St. Paul's manner, and that of

the other apostles, when they spoke to an assembly,

may be understood from their manner in the Epistles.

It must have been destitute of all elaborate formality
;

discursive in arrangement—probably with little or

no arrangement at all ; full of substantial thought

and meaning, though, of course, not condensed into

a comparatively few sentences, as is the instruction

given in the Epistles ; varying according to the

characteristic personality of each apostle, but never

for a moment degenerating into those vices of

wordiness and rhetorical amplification with which

modern oratory has made us so painfully familiar.

That St. Paul's preaching was wonderfully

forcible, we have every reason to believe ; but it is

equally certain that religious doctrines were pre-

sented by him to his hearers in a more simply

practical form than is now possible, when discussion

and controversy have moulded Christian truths into

crystallized forms of words, in which every speaker

and writer has to express his own thoughts.

VI. No element, however, in the early Christian

life is so strange to our eyes as the conflict, nearly

universal, between the believers of Hebrew origin

and those who had been brought up as Gentiles. I

call it a conflict, for the word is not too strong for

the feelings of exasperation and dread produced

by the persistent efforts of the Jewish party to
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enforce the observance of the whole Mosaic law,

including the rite of circumcision, upon all Gentile

Christians. In our eyes the conflict has lost all

practical interest, and we may be disposed to regard

it as a mere quarrel, such as might be expected from

an ill-educated and unspiritual generation. Any

such conclusion, however, is inconsistent with a

recollection of that conception of the gospel which

was presented by St. Paul and the other apostles

to the universal Church. Yet certainly, at first

sight, the conflict was an amazing one, and the

modern reader may be pardoned if he is bewildered

at the recollection, that by such a dispute the peace

and happiness of nearly the whole Church were dis-

turbed, and its very existence seemingly imperilled.

For the conflict raged almost everywhere. There

was scarcely a city or a village where the Gentile

believers were not agitated by these demands upon

their credulity, for the Jews themselves seemed to

be everywhere. Their national fondness for settling

wherever the Roman imperial administration made

it practicable had carried them to the- most important

cities of the empire ; and as these settlements

yielded many converts to Christianity, their position

in the infant Church was numerically important,

even when their number was not equal to that of

the Gentile believers.

To the Gentile believers themselves it was scant

consolation to see that the theory which harassed

them was put forward by their Jewish fellow-Chris-
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tians from very questionable motives. The men
who tormented them might be proud and domineer-

ing ; but the difficuhy was, how to answer them.

The Gentile Christians had been tauo-ht to venerate

Moses as an inspired law-giver; and it was by

appealing to the Jewish Scriptures that the claim of

Jesus to be regarded as the Saviour of all men was

vindicated by St. Paul and the other apostles.

How, then, could they, brought up in the outer

world of heathenism, pretend to set up their opinions

against people who had been the special objects of

Divine favour ? What right had they to choose

for themselves certain portions of this holy Mosaic

system, and reject the rest ? However steadily

their common sense and secret convictions might

rebel against these pretensions, however keenly

they felt in their hearts that there was something

radically unsound in the Judaizing theory, they could

not put their convictions into logical shape, and

silence their tormentors while they satisfied them-

selves.

Then came the great apostle, himself a con-

verted Jew, and placed the whole case before them,

first in personal intercourse, and afterwards, as time

went on, in letters to different local communities

where the strife had been hottest. It was unneces-

sary, he showed them, to enter into any minute

examination of the details of the -Mosaic law, or to

divide it into its ritual and moral elements. It was

a mistake to imagine that men's obligations towards
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God and towards one another depended upon the

ten commandments or any teaching of Moses. These

obligations always existed, and the object of the

Mosaic system was to serve as a schoolmaster to

bring mankind to Christ, by showing them that it

is impossible to serve God by our own unaided

strength. Every one who tries to keep the law

of God, and thus place himself in the position of one

who makes a bargain with his Maker, utterly fails.

Thus man learns the extremely difficult lesson of

his own helplessness, and comes to God in humility

and faith, asking for salvation from his sins as a free

gift. This God gives him in that spiritual presence

of the Holy Ghost, which it was the object of the

humiliation and death of Christ to procure. Thus

the moral law is not abolished, but fulfilled, and the

whole Mosaic law, as such, disappears from among

divinely constituted authorities.

Against this reasoning the Judaizing party could

make no head. Their influence seems to have died

away, and the whole Church, no longer torn by in-

ternal dissensions, was able to prepare in peace for

a life and death struggle with the ferocity of Roman

paganism. While Christianity had been winning

its triumphs in the chief seats of Grseco-Roman

cultivation, a specially brutalizing influence had been

steadily at work among the populace of the largest

and most thickly inhabited cities of the empire. The
whole population, indeed, was in process of deterio-

ration, from the imperial court downwards. Scarcely
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a trace was left of the old public spirit of the re-

public which had fought against Hannibal, and

against the hordes of northern barbarians.

VII. The general building of amphitheatres in

the chief cities of Italy was at once a cause and an

effect of this growth of national brutality. The
Coliseum at Rome, and the amphitheatre at Verona

show us how large were the sums expended on such

structures, and how popular were the exhibitions

for which they were designed. There the hired

gladiators fought with one another ; while a more

debasing practice can scarcely be conceived than

that which authorized the excited multitude to de-

termine, by a movement of their thumbs, whether

a vanquished and prostrate combatant should be

spared or instantly slaughtered by the victor in the

fight.

Thus was nourished in the populace that hideous

passion for the sight of blood and mortal suffering

which lies deep in the human heart, when degraded

to its lowest level, and thus was the Roman mob
prepared to delight in the horrible enjoyment pro-

vided for them by the Emperor Nero, when that

grotesque and licentious tyrant cast upon the

Christians the odium of setting fire to the city,

in order to turn away popular suspicion from him-

self.

Then came the deadly conflict, and the Christians

were found faithful. Day after day they heard the

cry of the bloodthirsty populace, " Christianos ad
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leones
!

" More appalling than the sword of the

gladiator was the rush of the savage lions, reserved

for such shows, that they might tear the limbs of

the faithful followers of Him who died upon the

cross ; and when each tragedy was over in the

bloodstained arena, the gratified multitude and their

rulers went back to their homes, eager for more

and more slaughter, and imagining that the cause

for which the martyrs died was for ever crushed

out.

The same generation witnessed the final extinc-

tion of the Jewish nation as a people claiming a

national independence. History tells us of no resist-

ance to an overwhelming force more heroic than

that of the Jews to their imperial conqueror. The
story of the sieges of Jotapata and Jerusalem, in all

their terrible details, places in the clearest light not

merely the horrors of all war, but the hereditary

tenacity of the Jewish race, and the force of the iron

hand of Rome, when it was stretched out to destroy

those whom it could not control.

Only one power could ever withstand that iron

hand, and that power was more than human. It

was the Church of the poor and humble, whose early

history, as it spread itself throughout the provinces

of the empire, I have attempted to sketch, conscious

at once of the greatness of the theme and the feeble-

ness with which my words have responded to Its

Inspiring power.

At the same time, the picture which I have here
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drawn, however faint its outlines, may be of use to

those of my readers who may be disposed to re-

examine the New Testament Epistles for themselves,

as a record of the life of the first century. The

intellect must be dull, and the sympathies cold

indeed, which are not moved by such a study, and

transported from the dreary troubles of to-day to a

time when saints and apostles were living in the

world, and men and women died for Christ, instead

of disputing- about Him.

If such a study of the Epistles appears attractive

before it is undertaken, its prosecution has a charm

which must be felt to be understood. And who is

there amongst us who would not be the happier for

being enabled thus to realize a little better all the

truths that are implied in the doctrine of the Com-

munion of Saints ? Even those—how few they

are !—who have nearly completed their lives with-

out being bruised and wounded in the struggle with

doubts and temptations, cannot altogether escape

the paralyzing influence of those strange complica-

tions of good and evil, of knowledge and ignorance,

of sincerity and worldliness, which mark the age in

which our lot is cast.

For every one, then, who is not hopelessly

indifferent or prosaic, it is no small gain to be able

to live over again, in thought, the days long gone

by. For after all, in the things that concern eternity,

a thousand years are as one day ; and the records of

the life of the apostles and those who knew them
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are like the story of what happened among our own

friends and kindred only yesterday.

VIII. On some questions, indeed, which are of

no little interest to-day, the apostolic Epistles yield

little or no information. On the general organiza-

tion of the Christian Churches, or what is commonly

called Church government, we have to content

ourselves with noticing a few isolated facts ; impor-

tant in the way of suggestion, but that is all. Over

the communities to which St. Paul writes he exer-

cises absolute authority ; occasionally giving minute

and detailed directions on practical matters, and

taking it for granted that no one would dispute his

right to be obeyed.

From the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, it is

evident that the control of the affairs of each town

or district was vested in the hands of a single person.

To Timothy and Titus, as being charged respectively

with the control of the Churches in Ephesus and

Crete, St. Paul gives directions for the appointment

of these local chiefs or bishops, specifying carefully

the qualifications necessary for the office. Similar

qualifications are specified for the subordinate office

of deacon, apparently the same as that which is

spoken of by St. Peter under the term elder, when

he calls himself an elder, and exhorts the elders

generally to piety and zeal.

Of the rules by which the Christians conducted

their assemblies the Epistles give scarcely any indica-

tions. In writing to Timothy, St. Paul directs that
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supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanks-

givings should be offered for all men ; and in

particular he names kings and persons in authority,

in order that every one might lead a quiet and

peaceable life. In writing to the Corinthians, he

reproves them for certain scandalous excesses in the

celebration of the Lord's Supper, one effect of which

was to make the poor man ashamed of his poverty.

St. James's reproof to the believers for the same

subservience to rich people in their assemblies

shows the strenofth of the abuse condemned, but

gives no information on the character of the religious

services of the time.

On one subject of great practical importance, the

silence of the Epistles is conclusive as to the instruc-

tion which the apostles gave to the infant Churches.

Not a word is said as to the attempt made by the

believers at Jerusalem to share their property with

one another, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles.*

It is clear that the attempt practically failed ; though

it was a natural and praiseworthy effect of their

newly learnt feelings of universal brotherhood. The

believers speedily found that human feelings were

too strong for abstract theory ; and that then, as

now, not socialism, but individualism, was the only

possible basis of a healthy Christian life.

Such questions as these, however, may be set

aside, as of secondary importance, by the reader who

would enjoy the full benefit of the invigorating

* Acts ii. 44, 45.
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influence of the historical study of the New Testa-

ment Epistles. The historical spirit, being essentially

calm and unprejudiced, seeks for real information

only, and examines with judicial acuteness such

testimony as is accessible to the persevering inquirer.

And it is a grave mistake to imagine that this calm-

ness of judgment is incompatible with a deep sense

of the importance of the subject under investigation.

The very contrary is the case. The more momentous

are the issues involved, the more dispassionate ought

to be our investigations as to actual facts, and the

more constant our fear of inventinsf conclusions

which the real facts do not warrant. Only those

readers who study the Epistles in this strictly

historical spirit can yield themselves up to the fasci-

nation of the conclusions at which they arrive when

they find themselves in the living presence of their

brothers and sisters in the faith, who lived and died

for Christ eighteen hundred years ago.

Then, indeed, we may forget the present in our

sympathy with the past. We may realize in our

own case the three great truths which animated the

followers of Christ in the old days. We may live in

thought among them, and hear how they talked to

one another of the marvellous and inscrutable elec-

tion of God, which had made them possessors of the

Holy Ghost,* and taught them to look forward to

the return of Jesus to this world in His glory, when

they would once more be united to those whom they

* See chapters xix., xx., xxi.
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had loved and lost. This is the reward that may-

be expected by every honest Christian mind that is

wearied with this strange, unsatisfying life, and turns,

as the tired traveller drinks from the cool springs in

the hot desert, to the recollection of those who are

gone before.
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CHAPTER XIX.

THE MILLENNIUM.

In the foregoing chapters it has been taken for

granted that the reader is already acquainted with

the theological and philosophical subjects of which

mention has been made in connection with the

details of St. Paul's Epistles and those of his brother

apostles. There are, however, a few subjects which

still give rise to so much controversy, and involve

principles of so wide a range, that they require a

somewhat fuller treatment than was convenient when

our attention was first called to them.

Such is the doctrine of the Millennium, or per-

sonal reign of Christ upon earth. That St. Paul

and the other apostles taught the Christians of their

day to look forward to the personal coming of Christ,

and not simply to expect to see Him in another life, is

as undeniable as that they taught them to believe In an

eternal future of happiness ; but the prophecies which

have given rise to expectations concerning the events

which are to follow upon earth after the return of

Christ are not touched upon In the apostolic Epistles.
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In almost all a^es of the Church many persons

have held that these prophecies show that Christ

will reign, with His saints, here on earth, for a

thousand years ; after which will come the second,

or general resurrection. Hence those who hold

these views are popularly termed Millenarians, or

Chiliasts, according to the corresponding Greek

numeral. From the Patristic period till to-day,

there have been two schools of opinion on the

question, represented by Lactantius and Jerome

among the Fathers. One of these schools holds

that during the Millennium Christ will reign at

Jerusalem ; and that the Jewish race, at length con-

verted to a belief in Him as the true Messiah,

will be restored to their ancient home. The other

school attributes to the prophecies in question a

spiritual meaning only, and sees in them a forecast

of the practical devotion to the glorified Jesus which

will distinguish all nations during the thousand years'

reign.

Both of these interpretations have attractions

for many minds ; for it is the case, that the more

obscure a prophecy is, the greater is the eagerness

of some persons to undertake its interpretation, and

the more positive they are that their own interpreta-

tion is correct. It is well if they do not accuse of

stupidity or perverseness all who cannot see with

their eyes and hear with their ears.

But whatever is the correct interpretation of the

prophecies in question, it is important to remember
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that they have no bearing upon our knowledge of

the Hfe of the apostoHc Church, as unfolded to us

in the apostohc Epistles. Whatever St. Paul and

his brother apostles knew or believed respecting the

details of the life that would follow upon earth after

the return of Christ, they did not communicate

their knowledge to those to whom they wrote their

letters.

And I am the more anxious to call attention to

the fact, because, with the great majority of devout

minds, any suspicion that a cordial acceptance of St.

Paul's teaching necessarily leads to a belief in

Millenarianism, prevents them from deriving from

it that practical guidance which it is calculated to

afford. The result of a sympathetic study of the

life of the apostolic Church is not only, as I have

already pointed out, to enlarge our knowledge of

Christianity, and of the fortunes of humanity, but to

quicken our perception of the profound reality of

the doctrine of the Communion of Saints. Especially

it has that influence upon those of us whose lives

are darkened by the deaths of those with whose

lives everything that brightened existence was bound

up. With such persons the one question which they

are alw^ays asking themselves is this : How and

when shall we see again those who are gone ? And
when we recall the faith of the oldest days of the

Church, a new light brightens the gloom of this

world. We linger in the churchyards where lie the

remains of those who are gone from our sight, and
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as each sculptured cross or simple memorial kindles

afresh our thoughts of the relics, ever sacred to us,

which are hidden below, faith sees the heavens

opened, and One, fairer than the children of men,

returninof to the scene of His sorrows. And then

the graves give up their dead, and we look upon the

loved features once more ; the sweet voices speak

again ; and while we wait and watch, they are

already with Jesus. Then comes our own turn. We
know not how it comes about, but so it is. The

lono--looked-for moment has arrived. We are with

those whom we loved, and there is to be no separa-

tiort for ever. Love is to be thenceforth the source

of joy only, as it has hitherto been the source of

more pain than happiness ; and whatever is to be

the destiny of this visible world, we and the recovered

lost ones are together with the Lord.

But will all this take place in our lifetime ? it

is naturally asked. More than eighteen hundred

years have gone by since St. Paul wrote to the

Thessalonians that with hopes like these they should

comfort one another under the loss of those who

were dear to them, and yet Christ has not come.

Was St. Paul, then, mistaken ? That he himself

believed that Christ mio-ht return durinof his own

lifetime is certain. But what are we to think, now

that all these ages have gone by, and human society

has passed through stage after stage of development

and growth ? How can we regard the belief in the

second coming as a thing affecting our practical
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actions ? Is it not all a kind of beautiful dream,

which wise men will do well to set aside, while they

occupy themselves solely with the realities of death

and judgment ?

The reply to these natural questions is twofold.

In the first place, it is, of course, a matter of choice

for a good Christian whether or not he will occupy

himself with the thought of the visible return of our

Lord to this earth. But this I will say, that no

person can study the life of the apostolic Church

under the guidance of the apostolic Epistles, with

an honest desire to identify himself with that life as

a practical reality, and yet regard this expectation of

our Lord's return as merely a subject of interesting

speculation. Persons who thus regard it are out of

sympathy with their fellow-Christians of the old days

in a matter which affected the whole tone of their

daily lives. They may think themselves more

sensible and more enlightened by modern ideas

than those who share the faith and feelines of ancient

times in all their enthusiastic warmth, but I repeat

that they are Christians of a modernized type ; and

that the Thessalonians and other ancient Christians

would have accounted them very foolish, for all their

cautious criticisms.

In the second place, St. Paul and his brother

apostles invariably regarded the precise date of the

second advent as a thing which God had not made
known, and consequently, as furnishing no reason

for our ceasing to look for it, however long delayed.
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St. Paul and St. Peter themselves emphatically

taught that whenever Christ should really return

His coming would be unexpected, for He would

come " as a thief in the night "—a phrase which

makes it clear that, however obscure and enigmatical

are the warnings which St. Paul gave concerning

the previous manifestation of the great mystery of

iniquity, they were not designed to induce us to

relax for a single day our expectation that Christ

might be personally amongst us. The notion that

such an expectation cannot reasonably be a matter

of practical importance at the present day, would

have seemed absolutely absurd to the great apostle

of the Gentiles. When he himself, in one of his

last letters, exchanges his old expressions of expecta-

tion of Christ's coming for a simple statement that

he had a desire to depart and to be with Christ, it is

not because he was weary of waiting for Christ to

come ; it was not that " hope deferred, which

maketh the heart sick," that made him anxious for

death. He was worn out with his long and ex-

hausting labours for the good of other men ; and the

wonder is that he was not utterly worn out long

before.

The obscurity, again, of St. Paul's description of

the manifestation of the power of evil, which is to

precede the return of Christ, supplies no valid reason

for setting aside the thought of His possible return

in our own day. The obscurity is, indeed, very

great ; and it is deepened by the highly figurative
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character of the terms employed by St. Paul to

convey his meaning to the Thessalonians. How
far, in truth, he intended that they should under-

stand the full meaning of his words, may be a

matter of doubt. It Is very possible that, as In the

case of prophetic declarations in Scripture generally,

this prophecy was designed only to be thoroughly

understood after Its accomplishment.

In the mean time, it is precisely one of those

which have a special attraction for minds which

delight in interpreting the enigmatical, and In con-

verting prophecies Into weapons for discomfiting a

controversial adversary. St. Paul says that a

mystery of iniquity Is to be revealed, and that It

was already at work, but was hindered in its anti-

Christian triumphs by a certain opposing power, of

which no definite description is given, while its

ultimate disappearance from the struggle Is dis-

tinctly foretold. This mystery of iniquity is termed

the man of sin, who will exalt himself above all that

is called God, or Is worshipped ; even claiming to

be himself worshipped In the temple of God. As

to the exact date when this man of sin will attain

the climax of his atheistic power, St. Paul says

nothing ; but he declares that when this climax Is

reached, it will be accompanied by the falling away

of many persons.

This man of sin will also work many signs and

wonders, with the object of leading minds astray,

until he himself is at last swept away by the Divine
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vengeance. The whole picture is at once so full of

details, so strange and so suggestive, that while it

stimulates to the utmost our desire to know in what

degree it is applicable to real persons and events in

our own time, it leaves us in the dark when we

attempt any thorough and dispassionate investiga-

tion of its meaning. St. Paul's words imply that

the Thessalonians knew something of the character

of the power which at that time hindered the full

operation of the deceiving influences of the godless

mystery ; but that is all that can be gathered from

his brief words in the way of reliable guidance

towards the solution of the difficulty.

As to any complete and candid interpretation of

the whole prophecy, it appears to be impossible,

until the course of human events has unfolded itself,

aud new light is thrown upon the facts of history,

past and present. No interpretation that I have

ever heard of, or that I can invent for myself, corre-

sponds to the complete picture drawn by St. Paul,

and to the circumstances of human life, when

examined without prejudice or passion. I have

found no key which even seems likely to unlock the

secret, and I therefore accept the simple repeated

expressions in the Epistles which speak of the

coming of Christ, in their practical bearing, without

attempting anything more, confident that when the

time comes, all will in a moment be clear.

The whole difficulty in connection with the

second advent is, in truth, in harmony with the
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ascertained facts of human experience, whether in

connection with the Christian Scriptures, or inde-

pendent of them. It seems ahiiost a truism to say

that no one understands anything till some subse-

quently discovered fact reveals the interpretation of

the past. Yet all practical action would be impos-

sible, if we waited to understand any physical or

intellectual law before taking any steps which seem

to imply that we understand it. And thus, while a

scriptural prophecy is a sufficient guide to practical

action, it may remain obscure until light is thrown

upon it by that practical action itself.

Such is the course which St. Paul recommends

to the Thessalonians, and to the believers in general.

Do not speculate, he says in substance, but believe.

Expect the Lord to come at any time. His coming

will be preceded by lying wonders ; be, therefore,

always prepared for them also. But remember that

with God a thousand years are as one day, and one

day as a thousand years. It is for man to believe

and to obey ; and for God to understand and to

explain, only always in His own good time. Yet

to us it is permitted to pray constantly, " Thy
kingdom come ; even so. Lord Jesus, come quickly."
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CHAPTER XX.

PREDESTINATION AND FREE-WILL.

It is Impossible to examine the apostolical Epistles

with careful and unprejudicial attention, and yet

pass over these repeated references to the doctrine

of predestination and election. And It Is therefore

equally impossible to find ourselves in sympathy

with the apostolic Church In the tone of Its daily

life, as long as we regard this doctrine with a half-

hesitating fear or dislike, or take refuge In an

arbitrary Interpretation of the expressions used by

St. Paul and his brother apostles. It would be an

intelligible course to close our eyes altogether to

the subject, as being too difficult for an ordinary

man's understanding—this, I say, would be in-

telligible, and quite consistent with a humble faith

and a reasonable performance of daily duties.

But such a course is not recommended for

general adoption by the writers of the Epistles

themselves. They unanimously refer to this doctrine

as an elementary part of a Christian's belief, and

are unconscious of its unsultableness for ordinary
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understandings. The grave and even appalling

aspect which it assumes in the minds of many

devout persons to-day, was certainly not present

to the judgment of St. Paul and the other early

teachers of the gospel. And we must therefore

conclude that we are mistaken, when we turn away

from the subject as unpractical, or as fit for investi-

gation only by intellects of unusual subtlety and

logical power.

In recommendinor the honest and courageous

adoption of the apostolic teaching to the general

reader, I should at once admit that as a matter of

mere intellectual speculation the whole subject is,

without doubt, unsuited to the capacities of ordinary

persons. It leads directly into those profoundly

difficult metaphysical inquiries which are, for obvious

reasons, as unprofitable as inquiries into the nature

of the forces by which the earth and the heavens

were brought into their present condition. For
ordinary thinkers to attempt the solution of the old

difficulty concerning the relation between "liberty"

and "necessity" (to use the ancient philosophical

phraseology), would be about as fruitless as the

attempt to prove to a non-mathematical mind that

there cannot by any possibility be such a thing as

the square root of a negative quantity. What
ordinary persons have a right to ask for is some
such statement of the facts involved in the predes-

tinarian doctrine as shall convince them that it is

not a paralyzing doctrine, destroying all vitality
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in daily life, and leading to sin rather than to

holiness.

The question, then, as treated by St. Paul, is to

a great extent one which rests upon the ascertained

phenomena of human action. And we have a most

significant illustration of the practical influences of

predestinarianism ready to our hand in the races

which have adopted the Mohammedan creed. The
belief in predestinarianism is a vigorous reality in

these races ; and it is certain that, so far from

paralyzing their energies and seducing them into a

listless inactivity, it stimulates them to unceasing

efforts to obtain the ends which they desire, and

which they hold to be predestinated. These ends

may be unlike everything that Christianity bids men

seek for, and the morality of Mohammedanism is in

many respects flagrantly unchristian. But the fact

remains the same as to the influence of the pre-

destinarian belief upon the active energies of human

nature. It actually impels the Mohammedan fatalist

to incessant activity in the accomplishment of those

ends which he holds to be already determined by

Divine decrees. Whether or not he is philosophically

consistent in what he does and what he thinks, it is

not necessary to decide. His human nature impels

him to act as he does act ; and he thus serves as an

example to encourage the timid Christian conscience,

which fears the demoralizing effects of a belief in the

supremacy of the Divine decrees upon a devout

man's obedience to the laws of the gospel.
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What, then, is the difficulty which serious and

reasonable thinkers have a right to ask me to solve ?

In laying before them what appears to me to be a

perfectly satisfactory practical reply, without under-

statement or over-statement, I must first beg their

attention to a preliminary truth of the utmost

moment. It will be seen, as we proceed, that the

real question to be decided is this : Can God create

a free agent ? Inasmuch as the nature of the created

being is in every respect the result of His own

omnipotent Will, can that being be called, in any

sense of the word, free ?

This being the root of the difficulty, it is neces-

sary to remind the inquirer that unless we proceed

with the utmost caution we shall find ourselves

attempting to solve a problem which, from the

nature of the case, is entirely beyond the reach of

the human intellect, and which, therefore, no man

in his senses would attempt to solve. That problem

is, How does God produce those effects of which

His Will is the sole and the efficient cause ? In

other words, what is the mode in which God acts, as

the cause of everything that takes place in the

universe ? Now, it is obvious that in order to under-

stand this essential nature of the Divine operations

the created intellect must cease to be a created

intellect, and must possess in itself that creating

power which belongs only to One who is eternal

as well as omnipotent. To comprehend how God
acts, a man must be God, for he is destitute of any
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experience of his own, to guide him in penetrating

into the mystery which he would explain.

Our own experience, when we reflect upon it, sup-

plies no clue to guide us in a region beyond its limits.

We accomplish our ends by what we call some sort

of process or instrumentality. We can do nothing

without forming a plan, or intention, which we then

take steps to put into execution. If I desire simply

to lift my foot from the ground, I first form the

intention to do this ; then, by means of my brain, I

put in motion certain nerves, which communicate an

activity to the tendons of my leg ; and thus, still by

means of nerves, I move my foot.

But with God nothing of the kind is necessary.

This we know and understand. We understand our

own methods of accomplishing our purposes ; and

at the same time we are certain that no such methods

can be attributed to God. But here we are com-

pelled to stop. Our knowledge of God's method of

producing results is purely negative. All we know

of it is that it is not ours. We know that, as a

matter of fact, such and such effects have been pro-

duced by Him, and that is all.

It is undeniable, then, that the utmost caution is

necessary in deciding that God cannot have accom-

plished any particular end, on the ground that it

was beyond the reach of His power. It is not true

that it would be absurd to say that there is literally

nothing which is beyond the power of an omnipotent

and eternal Being. God could not create another



PREDESTINATION AND FREE-WILL. 193

God, omnipotent and eternal like Himself, and in

all respects His own equal. This truth is included

in our elementary idea of God, and therefore must

be accepted without fear of error.

In discussing the doctrine of free-will and pre-

destination, we are concerned with a very different

class of ideas. If there is predestination, it is argued,

there can be no freedom of action, and consequently,

no moral responsibility. This, however, is only

another way of stating the assertion that there can

be no freedom of action in any created being. The
Creator knows beforehand the exact nature of all

the powers, moral and intellectual, of the creature

whom He forms. He knows how that creature will

be influenced by the combined operation of these

qualities, or gifts, with which the created being is

endowed ; He knows what the result of this com-

bination of feelings, or motives, will be, in every

possible variety of circumstances. He thus foresees

what will be the course pursued by this being

through all time, even down to the most trivial

thoughts and events of daily life. This is that

Divine foreknowledge of which St. Paul speaks in

writing to the Romans ; and the reality of this fore-

knowledge no rational person can deny.

Further, inasmuch as these intellectual and

moral elements in our nature were given to each of

us by our Creator, their combined operations are

really the result of His will ; and therefore, it is

argued, we cannot be blamed for our thoughts and

o
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actions, any more than for the shape of our features

or the constitution of our bodies.

This, then, is the practical question. When God

creates each one of us, does He endow us with a

certain power of choice between conflicting incHna-

tions ? or are we so helpless that our actual conduct

is determined by the strength of the inclination

which at the moment is most powerful within us ?

Analyzing our mental processes still further, is, or is

not, our final decision the result of the entrance of

a third motive, essentially moral in its quality, which

decides between the claims of the already conflicting

inclinations, and is, in other words, our free-will ?

This, then, is t/te question ; and I repeat, that it

cannot be determined by any antecedent speculations

as to what is, or is not, in the power of God to

accomplish. It is simply a question of fact, to be

determined by our personal experience, and that of

the rest of mankind.

And surely the universal consent of mankind is

decisive in the matter. Can it be seriously argued

that the whole human race is under a delusion, when

it recognizes in every person a real power of choice

in the daily affairs of human life ? I do not pretend

to say how far this power of choice extends, but

I say that it exists, and that every one is so certain

of its existence in himself, that he admits that he

can be praised or blamed without being the victim

of injustice, according to his actual conduct. The

whole world is agreed in repudiating the notion that
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men and women are helpless machines. From the

private intercourse of individual men, up to the

combined actions of states and nations, we are all

agreed in holding that our power of choice is not

a phantom, but so undeniable a reality that no one

complains of being treated as a free agent.

Every one, indeed, complains if no limits are set

to this system of rewards and punishments. Every

one complains if he is punished for yielding to

irresistible temptations. But the very complaint

itself assumes that there are some temptations which

are not irresistible—that is, which a man is able to

resist if he chooses, or, in other words, if he exerts

his power as a free agent.

If, then, we know that we are capable of acting

as free agents in our dealings with one another, we

are capable of the same freedom of choice in

connection with our own duties towards God ; for

the question is not whether we are really free, under

all possible circumstances, but whether we can be

free under any. And on this point we are all agreed

in action, whatever the lovers of metaphysical

puzzles may allege in the way of abstract theory.

The conclusion of the whole matter is, therefore,

as follows. All things are predestinated, and yet

we are free agents, because we are predestinated to

be free agents. The two doctrines may seem to

contradict one another, but this is only because our

intellect is limited, and does not enable us to under-

stand the manner in which the Creator accomplishes
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His Will. We know, in other words, that predesti-

nation viicst be true ; and we know that the doctrine

of free-will is true.

Other considerations, indeed, have to be taken

into account, if we would find ourselves in complete

sympathy with the thoughts and feelings of the

apostolic Christians. They held not only that all

things are the result of the sovereign Will of God,

but that every believer was under the special

influence of the Spirit of God, given to him in order

that he might be conformed to the image of God in

Jesus Christ ; and that, being thus predestinated to

this conformity, all things worked together for his

good. That this conviction was as consolatory as it

was profound, will not be doubted ; and we may be

sure that it exercised a permanent and powerful

influence in enablino- the faithful to undergo the

special trials of the time, ending so often in actual

martyrdom. They cheerfully bore the troubles of

daily life, as being a predestinated element in the

process by which they were made obedient to the

Divine Will ; and when martyrdom came, still it

was the result of the same predestinating sovereignty.

And therefore, instead of bewildering themselves

with metaphysical subtleties, they obeyed the Will

of God, whether in life or in death. Such was the

influence of predestinarianism, when all Christians

were predestinarians.
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CHAPTER XXI.

MODERN OBJECTIONS TO A BELIEF IN MIRACLES.

The critical reader of St. Paul's Epistles is some-

times unable to identify himself with the life of the

first Christians, because he is haunted with a sus-

picion that the miraculous events to which the

apostle refers did not really take place as actual

matters of fact.

Modern ingenuity, indeed, has devised a very

summary method for disposing of such statements

when they occur in narratives like the four Gospels,

or the Acts of the Apostles. What is called the

mythical theory is applied without hesitation to

those statements ; and we are asked to believe that

because certain wonderful stories, purely fabulous,

were gradually crystallized into historical realities by

the votaries of heathen religions, therefore all accounts

of supernatural incidents are to be set down as the

result of a similar process of transformation. The
audacity with which the German Professor Strauss

carried this theory into the whole life of our Lord

startled so many people with its novelty, that for a

o 3
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time "The Life of Jesus" acquired a notoriety and

exerted an influence which have now passed away.

Logic, even with the headlong British thinker, has

resumed its sway, and critics of the New Testament

have come to see that the element of supernaturalism

in the Christian Scriptures cannot be got rid of by

attributing it to that superstitious tendency in human

nature which converted the shadowy fables of un-

civilized Greece into the concrete gods and goddesses

who figure in the " Iliad " and the " Odyssey."

In dealing with the supernatural element in St.

Paul's writings, a totally different method for dis-

crediting it has been adopted, and has found favour

with many persons of undoubted intelligence and

sincerity. This view may be briefly described as

the molecular difficulty. It is held that everything

that exists, and which is not strictly non-corporeal,

is made up of a multitude of extraordinarily small

particles, called atoms. These, when combined into

groups, are called molecules ; and it is by the

varying combinations and movements of these

molecules that every alteration in the condition of

our bodies, and in that of the earth, and all things

upon it, is effected. Inasmuch as it is by means of

our brain that we think and feel, and our brain is

made up of molecules, all our actions are dependent

upon some sort of molecular movements and com-

binations.

From this it follows that, as every corporeal act

or change is the result of some movement or change
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in many molecules, which again are connected with

many others, no limit can be set to the modifications

in the physical system of the universe which result

from the introduction of each successive cause of

movement in its constituent elements. Each suc-

cessive phenomenon is the result of some previous

molecular activity ; and all this vast system of life

and death, of health and disease, of growth and

decay, in the midst of which we live, is carried on in

accordance with certain fixed rules, which are termed

the laws of nature, so that nothing which contravenes

these laws can possibly take place.

A miracle, on the other hand, is a contravention

of these laws. Those who maintain that any

supernatural event has taken place, assert that some

change has been effected in the molecular condition

of a human body, or in that of the earth and its

surroundings, without the agency of any previously

existing molecular movements or combinations. As
there is no limit to the extent to which the effect of

these changes may extend, the whole system of the

universe is thus thrown out of gear—a result which,

it is alleged, is simply incredible.

In reply to this difficulty, I admit at once, that

such a disturbance must undoubtedly take place,

supposing that the molecular theory of the universe

is sound. Its soundness I neither affirm nor dispute
;

but, granting its soundness, I would point out to

those who disbelieve in miracles, that the molecular

condition of the universe is incessantly modified by
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the voluntary agency of man. It is by our choice

and interference that the operation of the laws of

nature is, in innumerable instances, carried out.

However vast is the field in which these laws

produce their results without the agency of man, he

does, as a matter of fact, habitually interfere in the

action of natural law, and become an agent in the

entire system of the universe.

Thus, various diseased conditions of our bodies

are cured by the action of certain known remedies.

In other words, the molecular condition of our

bodies is modified by the instrumentality of cer-

tain visible substances, which themselves undergo

certain fixed molecular changes in producing the

anticipated result. But it is the will of man that

first begins these particular operations of medicinal

substances. The medicines do not manufacture

themselves, or administer themselves. Man manu-

factures them, and man administers them, and is

thus the real originator of the molecular changes

which they involve.

The corn grows in the fields, and ripens under

the action of the sun and the rain ; and men and

cattle are fed, and the routine of agricultural life is

carried on in harmony with ascertained physiological

and chemical laws ; but it is the voluntary agency

of man that begins the work of growth, and sets the

causes at work which produce the wonderful result.

He cannot, it is true, change the direction of the

wind at his pleasure, or institute alternations of sun-
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shine and showers to suit the various crops that he

is cultivating ; but he can actually change the climate

in which they grow. He can plant or cut down

trees on a large scale, and alter the whole atmo-

spheric state of a district from dryness to moisture,

or from moisture to dryness. Still, I say, it is man

who is practically the agent who causes these

boundless molecular modifications in a portion of

the universe.

In the case of a miracle, these same modifications

are effected without the operation of those previous

physical causes which man is obliged to set in

motion, in order to produce the effects which he

desires. But in each case it is the power of God

that really produces the result. When man sows

the seed in the ground, it does not germinate of

itself. The molecular particles, by whose recom-

binations the seed throws out its roots and buds and

leaves, do not move or affect one another by any

inherent powers of their own. God, who alone has

life in Himself, works these changes by His ever-

present power, following certain exact stages, which

He has laid down for Himself to observe, and which

we call the laws of nature. For a law is not a force
;

it is a rule, and has no effect unless it is enforced

by an actually existing being. We are the victims

of a species of verbal sleight-of-hand when we

speak of law, which is an abstraction, as if it were a

concrete reality. The operation of the remedies

that we take for the cure of diseases is, in like
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manner, due to the Divine agency, which carries out

in each case those molecular combinations which

produce the healing of the diseased portions of our

bodies. The direct agency of God Himself never

ceases or is suspended ; and it extends from the

movements of the microscopic animalcules which

elude the vision of our unassisted eyesight, to the

regions where suns and solar systems are so distant

that even to the eye that looks at them through the

most far-reaching telescope, they seem only bright

specks of light in the boundless firmament of heaven.

When, then, at the intercession of a man, God

works what is called a miracle, He is simply doing,

in answer to prayer, what he is incessantly doing in

compliance with certain acts of ours, in which the

initiative is taken by ourselves. The difference of

the two cases lies in the frequency of their occur-

rence. Human life is carried on through the con-

stant enforcement by God of the rules of the physical

universe, while in the case of miracles, which if they

were not rare would cease to be miracles, the action

of the ordinary physical laws is varied in some

manner not in harmony with their ordinary opera-

tion. But in both cases the only real author of the

molecular changes that take place is God Himself;

and in both cases the voluntary agency of man

enters in, and seems to set in motion the agency of

omnipotence.

In reality, all things, both natural and super-

natural, are illustrations of the Divine Will. And
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therefore, when we examine the evidences alleged

for any reputed miracle, we do this without any

suspicion that it cannot have taken place, because it

must have involved an extensive interference with

the normal condition of the universe, and produced

consequences far beyond its own limits. We see

such interferences incessantly going on, and think

nothing of them. If we only lift up our hand or

utter a few words, alterations are produced in the

molecular combinations of the atmosphere which

spread far and wide, we know not where. Being

familiar with such phenomena, we think nothing of

them, and classify them under the general heading

of the laws of nature. But the phenomenon are not

thus explained, or even analyzed, as long as we

overlook the elementary phenomena of our own will,

which must be taken into account in any really

scientific classification of the facts of cause and effect

which come under our personal experience.

Remembering all this, we approach the proofs

that maybe offered of the occurrence of any miracle,

ancient or modern, just as we test the evidence of

any extraordinary occurrence in which no question

of the supernatural is concerned. We are told, for

instance, that some person has lived to be a hundred

years old. We know that this is in a high degree

improbable, but it is not impossible ; and if we have

to inquire into the fact, we exercise the utmost

caution in sifting the evidence laid before us. Just

so when a miracle is reported, whether of the first
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or the nineteenth century. All probability is against

it ; but for all that it may be true, and, if true, it is

simply one of the unusual exercises of the power of

Him in whom we live, and move, and have our

being. It is a question of fact, and nothing more.

And the explanation of the fact is to be found in

the recognition of the presence and power of Him
Who inhabits eternity, and Who has foreseen and

foreordained all things that exist, from the founda-

tion of the world.

THE END.
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CLAIRA C/T"—Elements of Geometry. Translated by Dr. Kaines.
With 145 Figures. Crown Svo. /\s. 6d.

CLARKE {Rev. Henry James) A.K.C.—The Fundamental Science.
Demy Svo. loj-. 6c/.

CLA YDEN {P. W.)—Samuel Sharpe— Egyptologist and Transla-
tor of the Bible. Crown Svo. 6s.

CLIFFORD {Samuel)—What Think Ye of the Christ? Crown Svo. 6s.

CLODD {Edward) F.R.A.S.—The Childhood of the World : a
Simple Account of Man in Early Times. Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. 3^-.

A Special Edition for Schools., \s.
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CLODD {Edward )—continued.

The Childhood of Religions. Including a Simple Account of the
Birth and Growth of Myths and Legends. Eighth Thousand. Crown Svo. 5^.

A Special Edition for Schools. \s. 6d.

Jesus of Nazareth. With a brief sketch of Jewish History to the
Time of His Birth. Small crown Svo. 6^-.

COGHLAN {/. Cole) D.D.— The Modern Pharisee, and other
Sermons. Edited by the Very Rev. H. H. Dickinson, D.D., Dean of

Chapel Royal, Dublin. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. "js. 6d.

COLE {George R. Fitz-Roy)—The Peruvians at Hoime. Cro^vn Svo. 6^-.

COLERIDGE {Sard)—Memoir and Letters of Sara Coleridge.
Edited by her Daughter. With Index. Cheap Edition. With one Portrait,

•js. 6d.

COLLECTS EXEMPLIFIED (77/^)— Being Illustrations from the
Old and New Testaments of the Collects for the Sundays after Trinity. By
the Author of ' A Commentary on the Epistles and Gospels.' Edited by the

Rev. Joseph Jackson. Crown Svo. 5^,

CONNELL {A. K.)—Discontent and Danger in India. Small crown
8vo. 3^. dd.

The Economic Revolution of India. Crown 8vo. 4^-. dd.

CORY {William)—A Guide to Modern English History. Part I.

—

MDCCCXV.-MDCCCXXX. Demy Svo. 9^. Part II.—MDCCCXXX.-
MDCCCXXXV. iSs.

COTTERILL {H. B.)—An Introduction to the Study of Poetry.
Crown Svo. 7^. 6^.

COUTTS {Francis Biirdett Money)—The Training of the Instinct of
Love. With a Preface by the Rev. Edward Thring, M.A. Small crown
Svo. 2.f. dd.

COX {Rev. Sir George W.) M.A., Bart.—The Mythology of the Aryan
Nations. New Edition. Demy Svo. i6j-.

Tales of Ancient Greece. New Edition. Small crown Svo. 6^.

A Manual of Mythology in the form of Question and Answer.
New Edition. Fcp. Svo. 3^.

An Introduction to the Science of Comparative Mythology
and Folk-Lore. Second Edition. Crown Svo. 7^. bd.

COX {Rev. Sir G. W.) M.A., Bart, andJONES {Eustace Hinton)—
Popular Romances of the Middle Ages. Third Edition, in i vol.

Crown Svo. 6s.

COX {Rev. Samuel) D.D.—A Commentary on the Book of Job, With
a Translation, Demy Svo. 15^-.

Salvator Mundi ; or, Is Christ the Saviour of all Men ? Ninth
Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

The Larger Hope : a Sequel to ' Salvator Mundi.' Second Edi-
tion. i6mo. IS.

'

The Genesis of Evil, and other Sermons, mainly expository.
Third Edition. Crown Svo. 6s.
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COX {Rev. Samuel)—continued.

Balaam : An Exposition and a Study. Crown 8vo. 5^-.

Miracles. An Argument and a Challenge. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

CRA VEN {Mrs.)—A Year's Meditations. Crown Svo. ds.

CRA WFURD (Cj-7X'^/^/)—Portugal, Old and New. AVith Illustrations

and Maps. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 6^.

Crime of Christmas Day : A Tale of the Latin Quarter. By the Author
of 'My Ducats and My Daughter.' i^.

CROZIER {John Beattie) M.B.—The Religion of the Future.
Crown Svo. ds.

DANIELL {Clarmont)—The Gold Treasure of India : An Inquiry
into its Amount, the Cause of its Accumulation, and the Proper Means of

Using it as Money. Crown Svo. 5^.

Danish Parsonage. By an Angler. Crown Svo. 6^.

Darkness and Dawn. The Peaceful Birth of a New Age. SniAll

crown Svo. 2.s. 6d.

DA VIDSON {Rev. Samttel) E>.D., ZZ.Z*.—Canon of the Bible : Its

Formation, History, and Fluctuations. Third and revised Edition. Small
crown Svo. 5^.

The Doctrine of Last Things, contained in the New Testament,
compared with the Notions of the Jews and the Statements of Church Creeds.

Small crown Svo. 3j-. 6d,

DAVIDSON {T/iomas)—Tn^ Parthenon Frieze, and other Essays.

Crown Svo. 6s.

DAWSON {Geo.) M.A.—Prayers, with a Discourse on Prayer.
Edited by his Wife. First Series. Eighth Edition. Crown Svo. 6^.

*^* Also a New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 3^. dd.

Prayers, with a Discourse on Prayer. Edited by George St.

Clair. Second Series. Crown Svo. 6j.

Sermons on Disputed Points and Special Occasions. Edited by
his Wife. Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. bs.

Sermons on Daily Life and Duty. Edited by his Wife. Fourth
Edition. Crown Svo. 6j.

The Authentic Gospel, and other Sermons. Edited by George
St. Clair. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 6s.

Three Books of God. Nature, History, and Scripture. Sermons,
Edited by George St. Clair. Crown Svo. 6s.

DE JONCOURT {Madame M^r/^)—Wholesome Cookery. Third
Edition. Crown Svo. 3^-. 6d.

DE LONG {Lieut.-Com. G. fF.)—The Voyage of the ' Jeannette.' The
Ship and Ice Journals of. Edited by his Wife, Emma de Long. With
Portraits, Maps, and many Illustrations on wood and stone. 2 vols. Demy Svo.

Z6s.

Democracy in the Old World and the New. By the Author of ' The
Suez Canal, the Eastern Question, and Abyssinia,' &c. Small crown Svo. is. 6d.

DEVEREUX {W. Cope) R.N., F.R.G.S.—¥Am Italy, the Riviera
and Monte Carlo. Comprising a Tour through North and South Italy and
Sicily, with a short account of Malta, Crown Svo. 6s.

Doing and Undoing, A Story. By Mary Chichele. i vol. Crown Svo.
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DOWDEN{Edivard) ZZ.Z>.—Shakspere : a Critical Study of his Mind
and Art. Seventh Edition. Post 8vo. lis.

Studies in Literature, 1789-1877. Third Edition. Large post
Svo. 6j.

-DUFFIELD {A. J)—Don Quixote : his Critics and Commentators
With a brief account of the minor works of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra,
and a statement of the aim and end of the greatest of them all. A handy
book for general readers. Crown Svo. 3^. 6a'.

DU MONCEL {Cotmt)—The Telephone, the Microphone, and the
Phonograph. With 74 Illustrations. Second Edition. Small crown Svo. 5^.

DURUY {Victor)—History of Rome and the Roman People.
Edited by Professor Mahaffy, with nearly 3,000 Illustrations. 4to. Vols. I.,

II., and III. in 6 Parts, 30^. each volume.

EDGEWORTH {F. K)—Mathematical Psychics. An Essay on
the Application of Mathematics to Social Science. Demy Svo. "js. 6d.

Educational Code of the Prussian Nation, in its Present Form.
In accordance with the Decisions of the Common Provincial Law, and with
those of Recent Legislation. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Education Library, Edited by Philip Magnus :

—

An Introduction to the History of Educational Theories.
By Oscar Browning, M.A. Second Edition. 3^. 6d.

Old Greek Education. By the Rev. Prof. Mahaffy, M.A. Second
Edition. 3^'. 6d.

School Management ; including a General View of the Work of
Education, Organization, and Discipline. By Joseph Landon, Third

Edition. Crown Svo, 6^'.

ELSDALE {Henry)—Studies in Tennyson's Idylls. Crown Svo. 5^.

ELYOT {Sir Thotnas)—The Boke named the Gouernour. Edited
from the First Edition of 1531 by Henry Herbert Stephen Croft, M.A.,
Barrister-at-Law. 2 vols. Fcp. 4to. ^os.

EMERSOJSrS {Ralph Waldo) Life. By Oliver Wendell Holmes.
[English Copyright Edition.] With Portrait. Crown Svo. 6j.

Enoch, THE Prophet. The Book of. Archbishop Laurence's Translation.
With an Introduction by the Author of the ' Evolution of Christianity.

'

Crown Svo, 5^-.

ERANUS. A Collection of Exercises in the Alcaic and Sapphic
Metres, Edited by F, W. Cornish, Assistant Master at Eton. Second
Edition. Crown Svo. 2s.

EVANS {Mark)—The Story of our Father's Love, told to Children.
Sixth and Cheaper Edition. With Four Illustrations. Fcp. Svo. is. 6d.

'FAN KWAE' AT Canton before Treaty Days, 1825-1844. By
An Old Resident. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo. 5^.

FEIS {Jacob)—Shakspere and Montaigne : An Endeavour to Explain
the Tendency of Hamlet from Allusions in Contemporary Works. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

FLECKER {ReiK Eliezer)—Scripture Onomatology. Being Critical

Notes on the Septuagint and other versions. Second Edition, Crown Svo.

3^. dd.
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FLOREDICE {W. H.)—K Month among the Mere Irish. Small
crown Svo. 5^.

FOWLE {Rev. T. IF.)—The Divine Legation of Christ. Crown
8vo. 7^-.

Frank Leward. Edited by Charles Bampton, Crown Svo. 75-, 6t/.

FULLER {Rev. Morris)—The Lord's Day; or, Christian Sunday. Its

Unity, History, Philosophy, and Perpetual Obligation. Sermons. Demy Svo.

los. 6d.

GARDLNER {Samuel R.) and J. BASS MULLLNGER, M.A.^
Introduction to the Study of English History. Second Edition.

Large crown Svo. 9^.

GARDNER {Dorsey) — Quatre Bras, Lignv, and Waterloo. A
Narrative of the Campaign in Belgium, 1815. With Maps and Plans. Demy
Svo. ids.

Genesis in Advance of Present Science. A Critical Investigation of
Chapters I. to IX. By a Septuagenarian Beneficed Presbyter. Demy Svo.

\os. 6d.

GEIVNA {£.)—Irresponsible Philanthropists. Being some Chap-
ters on the Employment of Gentlewomen. Small crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

GEORGE {Henry)—Progress and Poverty : an Inquiry into the
Causes of Industrial Depressions, and of Increase of Want with Increase of

Wealth. The Remedy. Fifth Library Edition. Post Svo. "]$. 6d. Cabinet
Edition, crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

*^* Also a Cheap Edition, limp cloth, is. 6d.; paper covers, is.

Social Problems. Crown Svo. 5^.

*^* Also a Cheap Edition, paper covers, is.

GLBSON {James Y.)—Journey to Parnassus. Composed by Miguel
DE Cervantes Saavedra. Spanish Text, with Translation into English

Tercets, Preface, and Illustrative Notes by. Crown Svo. 12s.

Glossary of Terms and Phrases. Edited by the Rev. H. Percy Smith
and others. Medium Svo. 12s.

GLOVER {F.) M.A.—Exempla Latina. A First Constming Book, with
Short Notes, Lexicon, and an Introduction to the Analysis of Sentences. Second
Edition. Fcp. Svo. 2s.

GOLDSMID {Sir Fra?icis Henry) Bart, Q.C., J^/*.—Memoir of.

Second Edition, revised. Crown Svo. 6s.

GOODENOUGH {Commodore J. (?.)—Memoir of, with Extracts from
his Letters and Journals. Edited by his Widow. With Steel Engraved
Portrait. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

GOSSE {Edmund)—Studies in the Literature of Northern
Europe. New Edition. Large post Svo. 6^.

Seventeenth Century Studies. A Contribution to the History of
English Poetry. Demy Svo. 10^. dd.

GOULD {Rev. S. Baring) M.A.—Germany, Present and Past. New
and Cheaper Edition. Large crown Svo. "js. 6d.

GOWAN {Major Walter E.) — A. Ivanoff's Russian Grammar.
(i6th Edition). Translated, enlarged, and arranged for use of Students of the

Russian I^anguage. Demy Svo. 6s.
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GOWER {Lord Ronald)—My Reminiscences. Cheap Edition, with
Portrait, Large crown 8vo. "js. 6d.

GRAHAM ( William) M.A.—The Creed of Science, Religious, Moral,
and Social. Second Edition, revised. Crown 8vo. i>s.

GREY {Rowland).—In Sunny Switzerland. A Tale of Six Weeks.
Small crown 8vo. 5^.

GRIFFITH {Thomas) A.M.—The Gospel of the Divine Life: a
Study of the Fourth Evangelist. Demy Svo. 14^,

GRIMLEY {Rev.H. N.)M.A.—Tremadoc Sermons, chiefly on the
Spiritual Body, the Unseen World, and the Divine Humanity.
Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. 6j.

G. S. B.— A Study of the Prologue and Epilogue in English
Literature, from Shakespeare to Dryden. Crown Svo. ^s.

GUS'TAFSON {Axel)—The Foundation of Death. A Study of the
Drink Question. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 55.

HAECKEL {Prof. Ernst)—The History of Creation. Translation
revised by Professor E. Ray Lankester, M.A., F.R.S. With Coloured Plates

and Genealogical Trees of the various groups of both plants and animals.

2 vols. Third Edition. Post Svo. 32^-.

The History of the Evolution of Man. With numerous Illustra-

tions. 2 vols. Post Svo. 32J-.

A Visit to Ceylon. Post Svo. 7^-. dd.

Freedom in Science and Teaching. With a Prefatory Note by
T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. Crown Svo, 5^.

Half-Crown Series :

—

A Lost Love. By Anna C. Ogle (Ashford Owen).

Sister Dora : a Biography. By Margaret Lonsdale.

True Words for Brave Men : a Book for Soldiers and Sailors.

By the late Charles Kingsley.

Notes of Travel : being Extracts from the Journals of Count von
Moltke.

English Sonnets. Collected and Arranged by J. Dennis.

London Lyrics. By F. Locker.

Home Songs for Quiet Hours. By the Rev. Canon R. H. Baynes.

HARRIS { William)—The History of the Radical Party in Parlia-
ment. Demy Svo. 15^-,

HARROP (i?<?(^<fr/)—BoLiNGBROKE. A Political Study and Criticism.
Demy Svo. 14^-.

HART {Rev. J. W. T.)—Autobiography of Judas Iscariot. A Char-
acter-Study. Crown Svo. 3j-. 6d.

HAWEIS {Rev. H. R.) J/.^.—Current Coin. Materialism—The
Devil— Crime — Drunkenness— Pauperism— Emotion— Recreation— The
Sabbath. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. 5^-.

Arrows in the Air, Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. 55,

Speech in Season. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. s^- >

Thoughts for the Times. Thirteenth Edition. Crown Svo. 5^^.

Unsectarian Family Prayers. New Edition. Fcp. Svo, is. 6d.
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HAWKINS {Edwards Comerford')— Spirit and Form. Sermons-
preached in the Parish Church of Leatherhead. Crown 8vo. 6j'.

HAWTHORNE {Nathaniel)— \<!o^-v.9.. Complete in 12 vols. Large
post 8vo. each vol. 'js. 6d.

Vol. I. TwiCE-ToLD Talp:s.

II. Mosses from an Old Manse.
III. The House of the Seven Gables, and The Snow Image.
IV. TheWonderBook,Tanglewood Tales, and Grandfather's Chair.
V. The Scarlet Letter, and The Blithedale Romance.
VI. The Marble Faun. (Transformation.)

VII. & VIII. Our Old Home, and English Note-Books.
IX. American Note-Books.
X. French and Italian Note-Books.
XI. Septimius Felton, The Dolliver Romance, Fanshawe, and.

in an appendix, The Ancestral Footstep.
XII. Tales and Essays, and other Papers, with a Biographical

Sketch of Hawthorne.

HA YES {A. A.) Jun.—New Colorado and the Santa Fe Trail.
With Map and 60 Illustrations. Square 8vo. 9^.

HENNESSY {SirJohn Pope)—Ralegh in Ireland, with his Letters
ON Irish Affairs and some Contemporary Documents. Large crown
Svo. printed on hand-made paper, parchment, 10^. (yd.

HENRY {Philip)—Diaries and Letters. Edited by Matthew Henry
Lee, M.A. Large crown Svo. 7^. 6^.

HIDE {Albert )

—

The Age to Come. Small crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

HIME {Major H. W. L.) i?.^.—Wagnerism : a Protest. Crown Svo.

2s. 6d.

HINTON {/.)—The Mystery of Pain. New Edition. Fcp. Svo. 15.

Life and Letters. With an Introduction by Sir W. W. Gull,
Bart., and Portrait engraved on Steel by C. H. Jeens. Fifth Edition.

Crown Svo. Ss. 6d.

Philosophy and Religion. Selections from the MSS. of the late

James Hinton. Edited by Caroline Haddon. Second Edition. Crown
Svo. Ss.

The Law Breaker and The Coming of the Law. Edited by
Margaret Hinton. Crown Svo. 6s.

Hodson of Hodson's Horse; or. Twelve Years of a Soldier's Life

in India. Being Extracts from the Letters of the late Major W. S. R. Hodson.
With a vindication from the attack of Mr. Bosworth Smith. Edited by his

brother, G. H. Hodson, M.A. Fourth Edition. Large crown Svo. 5^.

HOLTHAM {E. a)—Eight Years in Japan, 1873-1881. Work,
Travel, and Recreation, W ith 3 Maps. Large crowoi Svo. ()s.

Homology of Economic Justice : An Essay by an East India
Merchant. Small crown Svo. 5^.

HOOPER {Mary)—Little Dinners : How to Serve them with
Elegance and Economy. Eighteenth Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Cookery for Invalids, Persons of Delicate Digestion, and
Children. Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

Every-Day Meals. Being Economical and Wholesome Recipes

-

for Breakfast, Luncheon, and Supper. Sixth Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.
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KOPKINS {Ellice)—\YovjK. amongst Working Men. Fifth Edition.

Crown 8vo. 3^-. 6d.

liOSPITALIER (^.)—The Modern Applications of Electricity.
Translated and Enlarged by JULius Maier, Ph.D. 2 vols. Second Edition,

revised, with many additions'and numerous Illustrations. Demy Svo. \2s. 6d.

each volume.

Vol. I.—Electric Generators, Electric Light.

II.—Telephone : Various Applications : Electrical Transmission of Energy.

Household Readings on Prophecy. By A Layjnian. Small crown
8vo. 3^-. 6d.

HUGHES {Henry)—The Redeiniption of the World. Crown Svo.

is. 6d.

HUNTINGFORD {Rev. E.) E>.C.Z. — The Apocalypse. With a

Commentary and Introductory Essay. Demy Svo. gs.

HUTCHINSON (^)—Thought Symbolism and Grammatic Illu-
sions : Being a Treatise on the Nature, Purpose, and Material of Speech.

Crown Svo. 5^.

HUTTON{Rev. Charles F.)—Unconscious Testimony ; or, the Silent
Witness of the Hebrew to the Truth of the Historical Scrip-

tures. Crown Svo. 2s, 6d.

HYNDMAN {H. M.)—The Historical Basis of Socialism in

England. Large crown Svo. 2>s. 6d.

IM THURN {Everard F.)—Among the Indians of Guiana. Being
Sketches, chiefly Anthropologic, from the Interior of British Guiana. With

53 Illustrations and a Map. Demy Svo. i2>s.

JACCOUD {Prof. S.)—The Curability and Treatment of Pulmo-
nary Phthisis. Translated and Edited by Montagu Lubbock, M.D.
Demy Svo. i^s.

Jaunt in a Junk : A Ten Days' Cruise in Indian Seas. Large crown
Svo. ys. 6d.

JENKINS {E.) and RAYMOND (/)—The Architect's Legal
Handbook. Third Edition, Revised. Crown Svo. 6s.

JENNINGS {Mrs. Vaughan)— Rahel : Her Life and Letters. Large
post Svo. "js. td.

JERVIS {Rev. W. Henley)—The Gallican Church and the Revo-
lution. A Sequel to the History of the Church of France, from the Con-
cordat of Bologna to the Revolution. Demy Svo. 18^.

JOEL (Z.)—A Consul's Manual and Shipowner's and Shipmaster's
Practical Guide in their Transactions Abroad. With Definitions of

Nautical, Mercantile, and Legal Terms ; a Glossary of Mercantile Tenns in

English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish ; Tables of the Money, Weights,
and Measures of the Principal Commercial Nations and their Equivalents in

British Standards; and Forms of Consular and Notarial Acts. Demy Svo. 12^-.

JOHNSTONE {C. F.) JZ^.—Historical Abstracts: being Outlines
of the History of some of the less known States of Europe. Crown Svo.

Ts. 6d.
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JOLLY {William) F.R.S.E. — John Duncan, Scotch Weaver and
Botanist. With Sketches of his Friends and Notices of his Times. With
Portrait. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo. gj.

JONES {C. A.)—The Foreign Freaks of Five Friends. With 30'

Ilhistrations. Crown Svo. 6s.

JOYCE {P. W.) LL.D. dj-r.—Old Celtic Romances. Translated from-
the Gaelic. Crown Svo. 1$. 6d.

KAUFMANN {Rei'. M.) B.A.—Socialism: its Nature, its Dangers, and
its Remedies considered. Crown Svo. 75. 6d.

Utopias ; or, Schemes of Social Improvement, from Sir Thomas More
to Karl Marx. Crown Svo. 5^.

L<^A Y {David)—Education and Educators. Crown Svo. 7^-. 6d.

KAY {Joseph)—Free Trade in Land. Edited by his Widow. With
Preface by the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P. Seventh Edition. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

KEMPLS {Thomas a)—Of the Imitation of Christ. Parchment
Library Edition, parchment or cloth, 6^. ; vellum, 'js. 6d. The Red Line
Edition, fcp. Svo. red edges, 2s. 6d. The Cabinet Edition, small Svo.

clotli limp, IJ-. ; or cloth boards, red edges, \s. 6d. The Miniature Edition,

32mo. red edges, \s.

*^* All the above Editions may be had in various extra bindings.

KENT {C.)—Corona Catholica ad Petri successoris Pedes
Oblata. De Summi Pontificjs Leonis XIII. Assumptione Epigramma.
In Quinquaginta Linguis. Fcp. 4to. 155-.

KETTLE WELL {Rev. S.) Af.A.—Thomas a Kempis and the
Brothers of Common Life. 2 vols. With Frontispieces. Demy Svo.

*^* Also an Abridged Edition in i vol. With Portrait. Crown Svo. 7^-. 6d.

KLDD {Joseph) M.D.—The Laws of Therapeutics ; or, the Science
and Art of Medicine. Second Edition. Crown Svo. 6s.

KLNGSFORD {A9ma) M.L>.—The Perfect Way in Diet. A Treatise
advocating a Return to the Natural and Ancient Food of Race. Small crown
Svo. 2S.

KLNGSLEY {Charles) M.A.—Letters and Memories of his Life.
Edited by his Wife. With Two Steel Engraved Portraits and Vignettes.

Fifteenth Cabinet Edition, in 2 vols. Crown Svo. \2s.

*^* Also a People's Edition in I vol. With Portrait. Crown Svo. 6^.

All Saints' Day, and other Sermons. Edited by the Rev. W.
Harrison. Third Edition. Crown Svo. "js. 6d.

True Words for Brave Men. A Book for Soldiers' and Sailors^

Libraries. Eleventh Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

KNOX {Alexander A.)—The New Playground ; or. Wanderings in
Algeria. New and Cheaper Edition. Large crown Svo. 6s.

LANDON {Joseph)—School Management ; including a General View
of the Work of Education, Organisation, and Discipline. Third Edition*

Crown Svo. 6s.
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LA URIE (S. S.)—The Training of Teachers, and other Educational
Papers. Crown 8vo. ys. 6d.

LEE {RrcK E. G.) D.C.L.—The Other World; or, Glimpses of the

Supernatural. 2 vols. A New Edition. Crown Svo. 155-.

Letters from an Unknown Friend. By the Author of ' Charles

Lowder.' With a Preface by the Rev. W, H. Cleaver. Fop. Svo. \s.

Letters from a Young Emigrant in Manitoba. Second Edition.

Small crown Svo. 3^. (>d.

LEWARD (iv'^7;//(')—Edited by Chas. Bampton. Crown Svo. 7^. dd.

LEWIS {Edward Dillon)—A Draft Code of Criaiinal Law and
Procedure. Demy Svo. 2,\s.

LILLIE {Arthui') M.R.A.S.—The Popular Life of Buddha. Contain-
ing an Answer to the Hibbert Lectures of 1881. With Illustrations. Crown
Svo. 6^.

LLOYD ( Walter)—The Hope of the World : An Essay on Universal
Redemption. Crown Svo. 5^.

LONSDALE {Margaret)—Sister Dora: a Biography. With Portrait.

Cheap Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

LOUJVSBURY {Thomas R.)—]\u^s Fenimore Cooper. With Portrait,

Crown Svo. ^s.

LOWDER {Charles)—P^ Biography. By the Author of 'St. Teresa.'

New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. With Portrait, ^s. 6d.

LUCKES {Eva C. E.)—Lectures on General Nursing, delivered

to the Probationers of the London Hospital Training School for Nurses.

Crown Svo, 2s. bd.

L YALL { William Ro7C'e) D.D.—Prop.edeia Prophetica ; or, The Use
and Design of the Old Testament Examined. New Edition, with Notices by

George C. Pearson, M.A., Hon, Canon of Canterbury, Demy Svo.

LYTTON {Edward Btdtver, Lord)—Life, Letters, and Literary
Remains. By his Son the Earl of Lytton. With Portraits, Illustrations,

and Facsimiles. Demy Svo. cloth. Vols. I. and II. 32^-.

MACAULAY {G. C.)—Francis Beaumont : A Critical Sttidy. Crown
Svo. 5J-,

2IACCALLUM {M. W.) — Studies in Low German and High
Ger>l\n Literature. Crown Svo. 6s,

MA CJIIA FELL/ {Niceclb)—His Life and Times. By Prof, Villarl
Translated by Linda Villari. 4 vols. Large post Svo. 48^.

Discourses on the First Decade of Titus Livius. Translated from
the Italian by NiNiAN HiLL Thomson, M.A. Large crown Svo. 12s.

The Prince. Translated from the Italian by N, H. T. Small crown
Svo. printed on hand-made paper, bevelled boards, 6s.

MACKENZIE {Alexander)—How India is Governed, Being an
Account of England's work in India, Small crown Svo, zs.

MACNAUGHT {Rev. John)—Cqena Domini: An Essay on the Lord's
Supper, its Primitive Institution, Apostolic Uses, and Subsequent History.

Demy Svo. \\s.

\
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MACWALTER {Rei'. G. -S".)—Life of Antonio Rosmini Serbati
(Founder of the Institute of Charity). 2 vols. Demy 8vo.

[Vol. I. now ready, I2s.

MAGNUS {Mrs.)—About the Jews since Bible Times. From the
Babylonian Exile till the English Exodus. Small crown 8vo. 6s.

MAIR {R. S.) M.D., F.R.C.S.E.—The Medical Guide for Anglo-
Indians. Being a Compendium of Advice to Europeans in India, relating

to the Preservation and Regulation of Health. With a Supplement on the

Management of Children in India. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

MALDEN {Henry Elliot)—Vienna, 1683. The History and Conse-
quences of the Defeat of the Turks before Vienna, September 12, 1683, by

John Sobieski, King of Poland, and Charles Leopold, Duke of Lorraine.

Crown 8vo. 4^. dd.

Many Voices.—A Volume of Extracts from the ReHgious Writers of
Christendom, from the First to the Sixteenth Century. With Biographical

Sketches. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, red edges, ds.

MARKHAM {Capt. Albert Hastings) R.N.—The Great Frozen Sea :

a Personal Narrative of the Voyage of the Alert during the Arctic Expedition

of 1875-6. With Six Full-page Illustrations, Two Maps, and Twenty-seven
Woodcuts. Sixth and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. ds.

Marriage and Maternity; or, Scripture Wives and Mothers. Small
crown 8vo. 4^. 6d.

MARTINEAU {Gertrude)—Outline Lessons on Morals. Small
crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

MA UDSLE V {H.) M.D.—Body and Will. Being an Essay Concerning
Will, in its Metaphysical, Physiological, and Pathological Aspects. 8vo. \2s.

McGRATH {Terence)—Pictures from Ireland. New and Cheaper
Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s.

MEREDITH {M. A.)— Theotokos, the Example for Woman.
Dedicated, by permission, to Lady Agnes Wood. Revised by the Venerable
Archdeacon Denison. 32mo. is. 6d.

MILLER {Edward)—The History and Doctrines of Irvingism ;

or, the so-called Catholic and Apostolic Church. 2 vols. Large post 8vo. 25^-.

The Church in Relation to the State. Large crowoi 8vo.
7^. dd.

MINCHIN{J. G^.)—Bulgaria since the War : Notes of a Tour in the
Autumn of 1879. Small crown 8vo. ^s. 6d.

MITCHELL {Lucy M.)—A History of Ancient Sculpture. With
numerous Illustrations, including six Plates in Phototype. Super royal, 425.

Selections from Ancient Sculpture. Being a Portfolio contain-
ing Reproductions in Phototype of 36 Masterpieces of Ancient Art, to illus-

trate Mrs. Mitchell's ' History of Ancient Sculpture.' i'6s.

AIITFORD {Bertram)—Through the Zulu Country. Its Battlefields
and its People. With five Illustrations. Demy 8vo. 14^'.

MOCKLER {E.)—A Grammar of the Baloochee Language, as it is

spoken in Makran (Ancient Gedrosia), in the Persia-Arabic and Roman
characters. Fcp. 8vo. 5^.
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MOLESWORTH ( JV. Nassau)—History of the Church of Eng-
land FROM 1660. Large crown 8vo. 7^. 6d.

MORELL {/. R.)—Euclid Simplified in Method and Language.
Being a Manual of Geometry. Compiled from the most important French
Works, approved by the University of Paris and the Minister of Public

Instruction. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

MORRIS {George)—The Duality of all Divine Truth in our
Lord Jesus Christ : For God's Self-Manifestation in the Impar-
tation of the Divine Nature to Man. Large Crown 8vo. 7.5-. dd.

MORSE (E. S.) E/i.E.—Fi-RST Book of Zoology. With numerous
Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

MULL {Matthias)—Paradise Lost. By John Milton. Books I.-Vf.
The Mutilations of the Text Emended, the Punctuation Revised, and all Col-
lectively Presented, with Notes and Preface ; also a Short Essay on the
Intellectual Value of Milton's Works, &c. Demy 8vo. 6s.

MURPHY {J. N.)—The Chair of Peter ; or, the Papacy Considered
in its Institution, Development, and Organization, and in the Benefits which for

over Eighteen Centuries it has conferred on Mankind. Demy 8vo. i8.r.

NELSON {J. H.) M.A.—A Prospectus of the Scientific Study of
the Hindu Law. Demy 8vo. 9^.

NEWMAN {Cardinal)—Characteristics from the Writings of.
Being Selections from his various Works. Arranged with the Author's
personal Approval. Sixth Edition. With Portrait Crown Svo. ds.

*^t* A Portrait of Cardinal Newman, mounted for framing, can be had, 2s. dd,

NEWMAN {Francis William)—Essays on Diet. Small crown Svo. 7.s,

2S.

New Truth and the Old Faith : Are they Incompatible? By
a Scientific Layman. Demy 8vo. lo^. 6d.

New Werther. By Loki. Small crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

NICHOLSON {Edward Byron)—The Gospel according to the
Hebrews. Its Fragments Translated and Annotated with a Critical Analysis of

the External and Internal Evidence relating to it. Demy Svo. gj-. (sd.

A New Commentary on the Gospel according to Matthew.
Demy Svo. \2s.

NICOLS {Arthur) E.G.S., ER.G.S.—Chavters from the Physical
History of the Earth : an Introduction to Geology and Palseontology
With numerous Illustrations, Crown Svo. 5^-.

NOES {Marianne)—Class Lessons on Euclid. Part T. containing the
First Two Books of the Elements. Crown Svo. 2s. 6a.

NuCES : Exercises on the Syntax of the Public School Latin Primer.
New Edition in Three Parts. Crown Svo. each is.

*^* The Three Parts can also be had bound together in cloth, p.

OATES {Frank) F.R.G.S.—Matabele Land and the Victoria Falls.
A Naturalist's Wanderings in the Interior of South Africa. Edited by C. G.
Gates, B.A. With numerous Illustrations and 4 Maps. Demy Svo. 21s.

OGLE {W.) M.D., F.R.CP.—Aristotle on the Parts of Animals.
Translated, with Introduction and Notes. Royal Svo. \2s. 6d.
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O'HAGAN {Lord) K.P.— Occasional Papers and Addresses. Large
crown 8vo. ^s. (yd.

OKEN (Lorenz) Life of.—By Alexander Ecker. With Explanatory
Notes, Selections from Oken's Correspondence, and Portrait of the Professor,

From the German by Alfred Tulk. Crown 8vo. ds.

CMEARA {Kathleen)—Frederic Ozanaini, Professor of the Sorbonne

:

his Life and Work, Second Edition, Crown 8vo, "js. dd.

Henri Perreyve and his Counsels to the Sick, Small crown
8vo. 5j.

OSBORNE {Rev. W. A.)—The Revised Version of the New Testa-
ment, A Critical Commentary, with Notes upon the Text. Crown 8vo. 5j.

OTTLEY {Henry Bickersteth)—The Great Dilemma: Christ His own
Witness or His own Accuser. Six Lectures. Second Edition. Crown 8vo.

35, 6d.

Our Public Schools—Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Rugby, West-
minster, Marlborough, The Charterhouse, Crown 8vo. 6s.

OWEN{F. ^.)—John Keats : a Study. Crown 8vo. 6i-,

Across the Hills. Small crown 8vo. i^. 6</.

OWEN {Rev. Robert) B.D.—Sanctorale Catholicum; or, Book of
Saints. With Notes, Critical, Exegetical, and Historical. Demy 8vo, 18^.

OXENHAM {Rev. F. Nntcombe)—What is the Truth as to Ever-
lasting Punishment ? Part IL Being an Historical Enquiry into the

Witness and Weight of certain Anti-Origenist Councils. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d,

OXONIENSIS—Romanism, Protestantism, Anglicanism. Being a
Layman's View of some Questions of the Day. Together with Remarks on
Dr. Littledale's ' Plain Reasons against Joining the Church of Rome,' Small
crown 8vo, 3^'. 6d.

PALMER {the late William)—Notes of a Visit to Russia in 1840-41.
Selected and arranged by John H. Cardinal Newman, With Portrait. Crown
Svo. 8j. 6d.

Early Christian Symbolism. A series of Compositions from Fresco-
Paintings, Glasses, and Sculptured Sarcophagi. Edited by the Rev, Provost
Northcote, D.D., and the Rev. Canon Brownlow, M.A. With Coloured
Plates, folio, 42^, ; or with plain plates, folio, 25^.

Parchment Library, Choicely printed on hand-made paper, limp parch-
ment antique or cloth, bs. ; vellum, "js. 6d. each volume.

Selections from the Prose Writings of Jonathan Swift. With
a Preface and Notes by Stanley Lane-Poole, and Portrait.

English Sacred Lyrics,

Sir Joshua Reynolds' Discourses, Edited by Edmund Gosse.

Selections from Milton's Prose Writings, Edited by Ernest
Myers.

The Book of Psalms. Translated by the Rev, T. K. Cheyne, M.A.
The Vicar of Wakefield. With Preface and Notes by Austin

DOBSON.

English Comic Dramatists. Edited by Oswald Crawfurd.
English Lyrics.



1

8

A List of

Parchment Library—continued. .
. .

The Sonnets of John Milton. Edited by Mark Pattison.
With Portrait after Vertue.

French Lyrics, Selected and Annotated by George Saintsbury.
With miniature Frontispiece, designed and etched by H. G. Glindoni.

Fables by Mr. John Gay. With Memoir by Austin Dobson,
and an etched Portrait from an unfinished Oil-sketch by Sir Godfrey Kneller.

Select Letters of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited, with an Intro-
tion, by Richard Garnett.

The Christian Year ; Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and
Holy Days throughout the Year. With etched Portrait of the Rev. J. Keble,
after the Drawing by G. Richmond, R.A.

Shakspere's Works. Complete in Twelve Volumes.

Eighteenth Century Essays. Selected and Edited by Austin
Dobson. With a Miniature Frontispiece by R. Caldecott.

Q. HoRATi Flacci Opera. Edited by F. A. Cornish, Assistant
Master at Eton. With a Frontispiece after a design by L. Alma Tadema.
Etched by Leopold Lowenstam.

Edgar Allan Poe's Poems. With an Essay on his Poetry by
Andrew Lang, and a Frontispiece by Linley Sambourne.

Shakspere's Sonnets. Edited by Edward Dowden. With a
Frontispiece etched by Leopold Lowenstam, after the Death Mask:

English Odes. Selected by Edmund Gosse. With Frontis-
piece on India paper by Hamo Thornycroft, A.R.A.

Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas a Kempis. A revised
Translation. With Frontispiece on India paper, from a Design by W. B.
Richmond.

Poems : Selected from Percy Bysshe Shelley. Dedicated to Lady
Shelley. With Preface by Richard Garnet and a ]\Iiniature Frontispiece.

*^* The above Volumes may also be had in a variety of leather bindings.

PARSLOE {Joseph) — Our Railways. Sketches, Historical and
Descriptive. With Practical Infomiation as to Fares and Rates, &c., and a
Chapter on Railway Reform. Crown 8vo. 6s.

PASCAL {Blaise)—The Thoughts of. Translated from the Text of
Auf.usTE MoLiNiER by C. Kegan Paul. Large crown 8vo. with Frontispiece,

printed on hand-made paper, parchment antique, or cloth, i2s. ; vellum, i$s.

PAUL {C. Kegan)—Biographical Sketches. Printed on hand-made
paper, bound in buckram. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. "js. 6d.

PA UL {Alexander)—Short Parliaments. A History of the National
Demand for Frequent General Elections. Small crown 8vo. 3^-. bd.

PEARSON {Rev. ^.)—Week-day Living. A Book for Young Men
and Women. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. f,s.

PESCHEL {Dr. Oscar)—The Races of ]\Ian and their Geographical
Distribution. Second Edition, large crown 8vo. 9^-.

PETERS {F. H.)—The Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle. Trans-
lated by. Crown 8vo. 6s.

PHIPSON {E.)—The Animal Lore of Shakspeare's Time. Including
Quadrupeds, Birds, Reptiles, Fish, and Insects. Large post 8vo. 9j-.



Kegan Paul, Trench, & CoJs Ptiblications. 19

FIDGEON (Z>.)

—

An Engineer's Holiday ; or, Notes of a Round
Trip from Long. 0° to 0°. New and Cheaper Edition. Large crown 8vo. 7j. dd.

Old World Questions and New World Answers. Large crown
8vo. 7J-. dd.

Plain Thoughts for Men. Eight Lectures delivered at the Foresters'
Hall, Clerkenwell, during the London Mission, 1884. Crown 8vo. is. dd.

;

paper covers, \s.

FOE {Edgar Alia?})—Works of. With an Introduction and a Memoir
by Richard Henry Stoddard. In 6 vols, with Frontispieces and Vignettes.

Large crown 8vo. 6s. each vol.

FOPE (/. Bucliinghavi)—Railway Rates and Radical Rule. Trade
Questions as Election Tests. Crown 8vo. is. 6d.

FRICE {Prof. Bonamy)—Chapters on Practical Political Economy.
Being the Substance of Lectures delivered before the University of Oxford.
New and Cheaper Edition. Large post 8vo. 5^.

Pulpit Commentary (Thej. Old Testament Series. Edited by the Rev.
J. S. EXELL and the Rev. Canon H. D. M. Spence.

Genesis. By Rev. T. Whitelaw, M.A. With Homilies by the Very
Rev. J. F.Montgomery, D.D., Rev. Prof. R. A. Redford, M.A., LL.B.,
Rev. F. Hastings, Rev. W. Roberts, M.A. ; an Introduction to the Study
of the Old Testament by the Venerable Archdeacon Farrar, D.D., F. R. S. ;

and Introductions to the Pentateuch by the Right Rev. H. Cotterill, D.D.,
and Rev. T. Whitelaw, M.A. Eighth Edition. One vol. 15^-.

Exodus. By the Rev. Canon Rawlinson. With Homilies by
Rev. J. Orr, Rev. D. Young, Rev. C. A. Goodhart, Rev. J. Urquhart,
and Rev. H. T. Robjohns, Fourth Edition. Two vols. i8j.

Leviticus. By the Rev. Prebendary Meyrick, M.A. With Intro-
ductions by Rev. R. Collins, Rev. Professor A, Cave, and Homilies by
Rev. Prof. Redford, LL.B., Rev. J. A. Macdonald, Rev. W. Clarkson,
Rev. S. R. Aldridge, LL.B., and Rev. McCheyne Edgar, Fourth
Edition. 15J.

Numbers. By the Rev R. Winterbotham, LL.B. With Homilies by
the Rev, Professor W. Binnie, D.D., Rev. E. S. Prout, M.A., Rev. D.
Young, Rev. J. Waite ; and an Introduction by the Rev. Thomas White-
law, M.A. Fourth Edition. 15^-.

Deuteronomy. By Rev. W. L. Alexander, D.D. With Homilies
by Rev. D. Davies, M.A., Rev. C. Clemance, D.D., Rev. J. Orr, B.D.,
and Rev, R, M. Edgar, M.A. Third Edition. 15^.

Joshua. By Rev. J. J. Lias, M.A. With Homilies by Rev, S. R.
Aldridge, LL.B., Rev. R. Glover, Rev. E. De Pressens^, D.D„
Rev. J. Waite, B.A., Rev. F. W. Adeney, JNI.A.; and an IntroductioD by
the Rev. A. PluMiMer, M.A. Fifth Edition. \2s. 6d.

Judges and Ruth, By the Bishop of Bath and Wells and Rev. J.
MoRisoN, D.D. With Homilies by Rev, A, F. Muir, M.A., Rev. F, W.
Adeney, M.A., Rev. W. M. Statham, and Rev, Professor J, Thomson,
M.A. Fourth Edition, los. 6d.

I Samuel. By the Very Rev. R. P. Smith, D.D. With Homilies
by Rev. Donald Eraser, D.D., Rev. Prof. ChapmAxN, and Rev, B. Dale.
Sixth Edition. 153-.

B3
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Pulpit Commentary (The). Old Testament Series—continued.

I Kings. By the Rev. Joseph Hammond, LL.B. With HomiHes
by the Rev. E De Pressens£, D.D., Rev. J. Waite, B.A., Rev. A,
Rowland, LL.B., Rev. J. A. Macdonald, and Rev. J. Urquhart.
Fourth Edition. 15^.

I Chronicles. By the Rev. Prof, P. C. Barker, M.A., LL.B.
With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M.A., Rev. R. Tuck, B.A.,
Rev. W. Clarkson, B.A., Rev. F. Whitfield, M A., and Rev. Richard
Glover. 155.

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. By Rev. Canon G. Rawlinson,
M.A, With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M.A., Rev. Prof. R. A.
Redford, LL.B., M.A., Rev. W. S. Lewis, M.A., Rev. J. A. Macdonald,
Rev. A. Mackennal, B.A., Rev. W. Clarkson, B.A., Rev. F. Hastings,
Rev. W. Dinwiddie, LL.B., Rev. Prof. Rowlands, B.A., Rev. G. Wood,
B.A., Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, LL.B., M.A., and Rev. J. S. Exell, M.A.
Sixth Edition. One vol. 12s. 6d.

Jeremiah (Vol. I.). By the Rev. T. K. Cheyne, M.A. With Homilies
by the Rev. F, W. Adeney, M.A., Rev. A. F. MuiR, M.A., Rev. S.

Conway, B.A., Rev. J. Waite, B.A., and Rev. D. Young, B.A. Second
Edition. 1 5^.

Jeremiah (Vol. 11. ), and Lamentations. By Rev. T. K. Cheyne,
,M.A. With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M.A., Rev. W. F.
Adeney, M.A., Rev. A. F. Muir, M.A., Rev. S. Conway, B.A., Rev. D.
Young, B.A. 15^.

Pulpit Commentary (The). New Testament Series.

St. Mark. By the Very Rev. E. Bickersteth, D.D., Dean of
Lichfield. With Homilies by the Rev, Prof. Thomson, M.A., Rev, Prof,

Given, M.A., Rev. Prof. Johnson, M.A., Rev. A. Rowland, LL.B,, Rev.
A. MuiR, M.A., and Rev. R. Green, Fourth Edition. 2 Vols. 21s.

The Acts of the Apostles. By the Bishop of Bath and Wells.
With Homilies by Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, M.A., Rev. Prof. E. Johnson,
M.A., Rev, Prof, R, A. Redford, M.A., Rev, R. Tuck, B.A., Rev. W.
Clarkson, B.A, Second Edition, Two vols, 21s.

I Corinthians. BytheVen. Archdeacon Farrar, D.D. With Homi-
lies by Rev, Ex-Chancellor Lipscomk, LL.D., Rev, David Thomas, D,D.,
Rev, Donald Eraser, D.D., Rev, Prof, J. R, Thomson, M.A., Rev. R.
Tuck, B,A,, Rev, E, Hurndall, M.A., Rev, J, Waite, B,A,, Rev, H,
Bremner, B.D. Second Edition. 15J,

PUSE\ {Dr.)—Sermons for the Church's Seasons from Advent
to Trinity. Selected from the published Sermons of the late Edward
Bouverie Pusey, D.D. Crown 8vo. 5x.

RADCLIFFE {Frank R. F.)—The New Politicus. Small crown 8vo.
2s. 6d,

RANKE {Leopold von)—Universal History. The Oldest Historical
Group of Nations and the Greeks. Edited by G. W. Prothero. Demy 8vo.

i6j.

Realities of the Future Life. Small crown 8vo. \s. dd.

RENDELL {J. M.)—Concise Handbook of the Island of Madeira,
With Plan of Funchal and Map of the Island. Fcp. 8vo. \s, M,
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REYNOLDS {Rev. J. f^)—The Supernatural in Nature. A
Verification by Free Use of Science. Third Edition, revised and enlarged.

Demy 8vo. I4J-.

The Mystery of Miracles. Third and Enlarged Edition. Crown
8vo. ds.

The Mystery of the Universe : Our Common Faith. Demy
8vo. lifS.

RIBOT {Prof. Th.)—Heredity: a Psychological Study on its Phenomena,
its Laws, its Causes, and its Consequences. Second Edition. Large crown
8vo. 9J.

RIMMER
(
William) M.B.—Akt Anatomy : A Portfolio of 81 Plates.

Folio, 70J. nett.

ROBERTSON {The late Rn'. F. IV.) M.A.—Ufe and Letters of.
Edited by the Rev. Stopford Brooke, M. A.

I. Two vols., uniform with the Sermons. With Steel Portrait. Crown
8vo. 7^. 6d.

II. Library Edition, in demy 8vo. with Portrait. I2s.

III. A Popular Edition, in i vol. Crown Svo. 6^.

Sermons. Four Series. Small crown Svo. ^s. 6d.

The Human Race, and other Sermons. Preached at Cheltenham,
Oxford, and Brighton. New and Cheaper Edition. Small crown Svo. 3^-. 6d.

Notes on Genesis. New and Cheaper Edition. Small crown Svo.
3J-. 6J.

Expository Lectures on St. Paul's Epistles to the Corinthians.
A New Edition. Small crown Svo. ^s.

Lectures and Addresses, with other Literary Remains. A New
Edition. Small crown Svo. 5^.

An Analysis of Tennyson's ' In Memoriam.' (Dedicated by
Permission to the Poet-Laureate.) Fcp. Svo. 2s.

The Education of the Human Race. Translated from the German
of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d.

The above Works can also be had bound in half-morocco.

*^* A Portrait of the late Rev. F. W. Robertson, mounted for framing, can
be had, 2s, bd.

ROMANES {G. /)—Mental Evolution in Animals. With a Posthu-
mous Essay on Instinct, by Charles Darwin, F.R.S. Demy Svo. \2s.

ROSMINI SERBATI {A.) Founder of the Institute of Charity—\aye.
By G. Stuart MacWalter. 2 vols. Svo. [Vol. I. now ready, \2s.

RosMiNi's Origin of Ideas, Translated from the Fifth Italian Edition
of the Nuovo Saggio. SuW origine dclle idee . 3 vols. Demy Svo. i6j each.

RosMiNi's Psychology. 3 vols. Demy Svo. [Vol. I. now ready, \6s.

RosMiNi's Philosophical System. Translated, with a Sketch of the
Author's Life, Bibliography, Introduction, and Notes, by Thomas Davidson.
Demy Svo. 16^.

RULE {Martin) M.A.—The Life and Times of St. Anselm, Arch-
bishop OF Canterbury and Primate of the Britains. 2 vols. Demy
Svo. 32J.
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SAMUEL {Sydney M.)—Jewish Life in the East. Small crown 8vo.

Zs. 6d.

SARTOEIUS {i:mes^zne)—TH-RKE Months in the Soudan. With
II Full-page Illustrations. Demy 8vo. I4J-.

SAYCE [Rev. Archibald Henry)—Introduction to the Science of
Language. 2 vols. Second Edition. Large post 8vo. 21s.

Scientific Layiman. The New Truth and the Old Faith : are they
Incompatible ? Demy 8vo. los. 6d.

SCOONES ( W. Baptiste)—Four Centuries of English Letters :

A Selection of 350 Letters by 150 Writers, from the Period of the Paston
Letters to the Present Time. Third Edition. Large crown 8vo. ds.

SEE {Prof. Germain)—Bacillary Phthisis of the Lungs. Translated
and Edited for English Practitioners, by William Henry Weddell,
M.R.C.S. DemySvo.

SHILLITO {Ra>. Joseph)—Womanhood : its Duties, Temptations, and
Privileges. A Book for Young Women. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

SHIRLEY {Rev. Orby) M.A.—Principles of the Faith in Relation
TO Sin. Topics for Thought in Times of Retreat. Eleven Addresses

delivered during a Retreat of Three Days to Persons living in the World.
Demy 8vo. 12s.

SIDNE Y {Aigertion)—A Review. By Gertrude M. Ireland Black-
burn e. Crown 8vo. 6^.

Sister Augustine, Superior of the Sisters of Charity at the St. Johannis
Hospital at Bonn. Authorised Translation by Hans Tharau, from the

German 'Memorials of Amalie von Lasaulx.' Cheap Edition. Large
crown 8vo. ^. 6d.

Skinner (James). A Memoir. By the Author of ' Charles Lowder.'
With a Preface by the Rev. Canon Carter, and Portrait, Large crown 8vo.

Ts. 6d.

%* Also a Cheap Edition, with Portrait. Crown 8vo. 3^-. 6d.

SMITH {Edward) MB., LL.B., i^i?.^.—Tubercular Consumption
IN ITS Early and Remediable Stages. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6!-.

SPEDDING {James)—Reviews and Discussions, Literary, Political,
AND Historical not relating to Bacon. Demy 8vo. 12^. 6d.

Evenings with a Reviewer ; or. Bacon and Macaulay. With a
Prefatory Notice by G. S. Venables, Q.C. 2 vols. Demy 8vo. 18s.

STARRER {Pant)—Shakspeare and Classical Antiquity : Greek and
Latin Antiquity as presented in Shakspeare's Plays. Translated by Emily J.
Carey. Large post 8vo. \2s.

STATHAM {F. Regi7iald)—Y^ee Thought and True Thought. A
Contribution to an Existing Argument. Crown 8vo. 6j.

STEVENSON {Rev. W. i^)—Hymns for the Church and Home.
Selected and Edited by the Rev. W. Fleming Stevenson.

The Hymn Book consists of Three Parts :—I. For Public Worship.

—

II. For Family and Private Worship.—III. For Children.

Small Edition, cloth limp, 10^. ; cloth boards, \s.

Large Type Edition, cloth limp, \s. id. ; cloth boards, i.f. dd.

Stray Papers on Education and Scenes from School Life. By B. H.
Second Edition. Small crown 8vo. y. 6d.
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STREATFEILD {Rev. G. S.) J/^.—Lincolnshire and the Danes.
Large crown 8vo. "js. 6d.

STRECKER- WISLICENUS~OT^Gkmc Chemistry. Translated and
Edited, with Extensive Additions, by W. R. Hodgkinson, Ph.D., and A. J.
Greenaway, F.I.C. Demy 8vo. 2is.

Study of the Prologue and Epilogue in English Literature,
FROM Shakespeare to Dryden. By G. S. B. Crown 8vo. 5^-.

SULLY {James) AI.A.—Pessimism: a History and a Criticism. Second
Edition. Demy 8vo. \/^s.

SUTHERST {Thomas).—Death and Disease Behind the Counter.
Crown 8vo. i.f. 6(/.

;
paper covers, \s.

SWEDENBORG {Eman.)—De Cultu et Amore Dei, ubi Agitur de
Telluris ortu, Paradiso et Vivario, tum de Primogeniti seu Adami
Nativitate, Infantia, et Amore. Crown 8vo. ds.

SYME {David)—Representative Government in England : its

Faults and Failures. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo. Gs.

Tacitus's Agricola : A Translation. Small crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

TA YLOR {Rev. Isaac)—The Alphabet. An Account of the Origin
and Development of Letters. With numerous Tables and Facsimiles. 2 vols.

Demy 8vo. 36^.

TA YLOR {Jeremy)—The Marriage Ring, With Preface, Notes, and
Appendices. Edited by Francis Burdett Money Codtts. Small crown
8vo. 2s. 6d.

TA YLOR {Sedley)—Profit Sharing between Capital and Labour.
To which is added a Memorandum on the Industrial Partnership at the Whit-
wood Collieries, by Archibald and Henry Briggs, with Remarks by Sedley
Taylor. Crown 8vo. zs. 6d.

Thirty Thousand Thoughts. Edited by the Rev. Canon Spence,
Rev. J. S. Exell, and Rev. Charles Neil. 6 vols. Super-royal 8vo,

[Vols. L, II., and III. now ready, i6s. each.

THOAI {John Hamilton)—Laws of Life after the Mind of Christ.
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 7^-. dd.

TIDMAN {Paid i^)—Gold and Silver Money. Part L—A Plain
Statement. Part II.—Objections Answered. Third Edition. Crown 8vo.

\s.

TIPPLE {Rev. S. A.)—Sunday Mornings at Norwood. Prayers
and Sermons. Crown 8vo. 6s,

TODHUNTER { Dr. /)—A Study of Shelley. Crown 8vo. 7^.

TRANT
{
?F////^w)—Trade Unions : Their Origin and Objects, Influ-

ence and Efficacy. Small crown 8vo. \s. 6d.
;
paper covers, is,

TREMENHEERE {H. Seymour) C.B,—^ Manual of the Prin-
ciples of Government as set forth by the Authorities of Ancient
and Modern Times. New and enlarged Edition. Crown 8vo. 3^. dd,

TUKE {Daniel Hack) M.D.—Chapters in the History of the In-
sane IN THE British Isles. With Four Illustrations. Large crown 8vo.

\2S.

TWINING {Loinsa)—Workhouse Visiting and Management during
Twenty-five Years. Small crown 8vo. 2s,
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TYLER {/.)
—The Mystery of Being; or, What Do We Know?

Small crovvn 8vo. 3J. 6d.

UPTON {Major R. D.)—Gleanings from the Desert of Arabia,
Large post 8vo. \os. 6d.

VACUUS VIATOR—Flying South. Recollections of France and its

Littoral. Small crown 8vo. y. 6d.

VAUGHAN {H. Halford)—New Readings and Renderings of
Shakespeare's Tragedies. 2 vols. Demy 8vo. 25^.

VILLARI {Professor)—Niccol6 Machiavelli and his Times. Trans-
lated by Linda Villari. 4 vols. Large crown 8vo. 48j-.

VILLIERS {The Right Hon. C. Z'.)—Free Trade Speeches of. With
Political Memoir. Edited by a Member of the Cobden Club. 2 vols. With
Portrait. Demy 8vo. 25^-.

*^* Also a People's Edition, in i vol. crown Svo. limp 2s. 6d.

VOGT {Lieut. -Col. Herma7m)—'Tii's: Egyptian War of 1882. A Trans-
lation. With Map and Plans. Large crown 8vo. 6s.

VOLCKXSOM {E. W. v.)—Catechism of Elementary Modern
Chemistry, Small crown 8vo. 3J-.

VYNER {Lady Mary)—Every Day a Portion. Adapted from the
Bible and the Prayer Book, for the Private Devotions of those living in Widow-
hood. Collected and Edited by Lady Mary Vyner. Square crown 8vo. <^s.

WALDSTEIN {Charles) Ph.D.—Tn^ Balance of Emotion and
Intellect ; an Introductory Essay to the Study of Philosophy. Crown 8vo. 6r.

WALLER {Rev. C. P.)—The Apocalypse, reviewed under the Light of
the Doctrine of the Unfolding Ages, and the Restitution of All Things. Demy
Svo. 12S.

WALPOLE {Chas. George)—A Short History of Ireland from the
Earliest Times to the Union with Great Britain. With 5 Maps and
Appendices. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. ds.

WALSHE { Walter Hayle) M.D.—Dramatic Singing Physiologically
Estimated. Crown 8vo. cloth, price 3J-. dd.

WARD { William George) Ph.D.— Essays on the Philosophy of
Theism. Edited, with an Introduction, by Wilfrid Ward. 2 vols, demy
Svo. 2\S.

WARD { Wilfrid)—The Wish to Believe : A Discussion concerning
the Temper of Mind in which a reasonable Man should undertake Religious

Inquiry. Small crown Svo. 5^.

WEDDERBURN {Sir David) Bart., M. /'.—Life of. Compiled from
his Journals and Writings by his Sister, Mrs. E. H. Percivai,. With etched
Portrait, and facsimiles of Pencil Sketches. Demy Svo. 145.

WEDMORE {Frederick)—T^i^ Masters of Genre Painting. With
Sixteen Illustrations. Post Svo. "Js. 6d.

What to Do and How to Do It. A Manual of the Law affecting

the Housing and Sanitary Condition of Londoners, with Special Reference to

the Dwellings of the Poor. Issued by the Sanitary Laws Enforcement Society.-

Demy Svo. is.
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WHEWELL {William) D.D.—His Life and Selections from his.

Correspondence. By Mrs. Stair Douglas. With a Portrait from a
Painting by Samuel Laurence. Demy 8vo. 21s.

WHITNE Y{Frof. William Dzvight)—Essentials of English Grammar,
for the Use of Schools. Second Edition, crown 8vo. 3^. 6(/.

WILLIAMS {Rowland) D.D.—Psalms, Litanies, Counsels, ani>
Collects for Devout Persons. Edited by his Widow. New and Popular
Edition. Crown 8vo. 3^-. dd.

Stray Thoughts Collected from the Writings of the late
Rowland Williams, D.D. Edited by his Widow. Crown 8vo. 3^-. dd.

WILSON {Lieut.- Col. C. T.)—The Duke of Berwick, Marshal of
France, 1702-1734. Demy 8vo. 15^'.

WILSON {Mrs. E. E.)—The Christian Brothers : their Origin
and Work. With a Sketch of the Life of their Founder, the Ven. Jean.
Baptiste, de la Salle. Crown 8vo. 6^.

WOLTMANN {Dr. Alfred), and WOERMANN {Dr. Karl)—
History of Painting. Edited by Sidney Colvin. Vol. I. Painting in

Antiquity and the Middle Ages. With numerous Illustrations. Medium 8vo.-

2Zs. ; bevelled boards, gilt leaves, 30^-.

Word was Made Flesh. Short Family Readings on the Epistles for

each Sunday of the Christian Year. Demy 8vo. \os. 6d.

WEEN {Sir Christopher)—His Family and his Times. With Origina?
Letters, and a Discourse on Architecture hitherto unpublished. By LucY
Phillimore. Demy 8vo. \Qs. 6d.

YOUMANS {Eliza A.)—First Book of Botany. Designed to cultivate
the Observing Powers of Children. With 300 Engravings. New and Cheaper
Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6J.

YOUMANS {Edward L.) M.D.—A Class Book of Chemistry, on the
Basis of the New System. With 200 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 5^.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC
SERIES.

I. Forms of Water : a Familiar Expo-
sition of the Origin and Phenomena of

Glaciers. By J. Tyndall, LL.D.,
F.R.S. With 25 Illustrations.

Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo. 5^.

II. Physics and Politics ; or, Thoughts
on the Application of the Principles

of ' Natural Selection ' and ' Inheri-

tance' to Political Society. By Walter
Bagehot. Sixth Edition. Crown
8vo. 4f.

III. Foods. By Edward Smith, M.D.,
LL. B., F. R. S. With numerous Illus-

trations. Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo.

IV. Mind and Body : the Theories of

their Relation. By Alexander Bain,

LL.D. With Four Illustrations.

Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. 4^^.

V. The Study of Sociology. By Her-
bert Spencer. Eleventh Edition.

Crown Svo. ^s.

VI. On the Conservation of Energy.
By Balfour Stewart, M.A., LL.D.,
F.R.S. With 14 Illustrations. Sixth

Edition. Crown Svo. '^s.

VII. Animal Locomotion ; or. Walking,
Swimming, and Flying. By J. B.

Pettigrew, M.D., F.R.S., &c. With
130 Illustrations. Third Edition.

Crown Svo. 5^'.

VIII. Responsibility in Mental
Disease. By Henry Maudsley, M.D.
Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. <yS.

IX. The New Chemistry. By Professor

J. P. Cooke. With 31 Illustrations.

Eighth Edition, remodelled and en-

larged. Crown Svo. ^s.

X. The Science of Law. By Professor

Sheldon Amos. Fifth Edition. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

XI. Animal Mechanism : a Treatise on
Terrestrial and Aerial Locomotion.
By Professor E. J. Marey. With 1 1

7

Illustrations. Third Edition. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

:XII. The Doctrine of Descent and
Darwinism. By Professor Oscar
Schmidt. With 26 Illustrations. Sixth

Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

XIII. The History of the Conflict
between Religion and Science.

By J. W. Draper, M.D., LL.D.
Eighteenth Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

XIV. Fungi : their Nature, Influences,

Uses, &c. By M. C. Cooke, M.D.,
LL.D. Edited by the Rev. M. T.

Berkeley, M.A., F.L.S. With nu-

merous Illustrations. Third Edition.

Crown Svo. 5^.

XV. The Chemical Effects of Light
and Photography, By Dr. Her-
mann Vogel. Translation thoroughly

revised. With 100 Illustrations. Fourth
Edition. Crown Svo. 'C^s.

XVI. The Life and Growth of Lan-
guage. By Professor William Dwight
Whitney. Fourth Edition. Crown
Svo. 55.

XVII. Money and the Mechanism of
Exchange. By W. Stanley Jevons,

M. A., F.R.S. Sixth Edition. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

XVIII. The Nature of Light. With
a General Account of Physical Optics.

By Dr. Eugene Lommel. With 188

Illustrations and a Table of Spectra

in Chromo-lithography. Third Edit.

Crown Svo. 5-s'.

XIX. Animal Parasites and Mess-
mates. By P. J. Van Beneden.

With 83 Illustrations. Third Edition.

Crown Svo. 5-f'

XX. Fermentation. By Professor

.Schlrtzenberger. With 28 Illustrations.

Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXI. The Five Senses of Man. By
Professor Beinstein. With 91 Illus-

trations. Fourth Edition, Crown Svo.

XXII. The Theory of Sound in its

Relation to Music. By Professor

Pietro Blaserna. With numerous Illus-

trations. Third Edition. Crown Svo.

XXIII. Studies in Spectrum Analy-
sis. By J. Norman Lockyer, F.R.S.
Third Edition. With six Photogra-

phic Illustrations of Spectra, and nu-

merous Engravings on Wood. CroWn
Svo. 6s. 6d.
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XXIV. A History of the Growth of
THE Steam Engine. By Professor

R. H. Thurston. With numerous
Ilhistrations. Third Edition. Crown
8vo. ds, 6d.

XXV. Education as a Science. By
Alexander Bain, LL.D. Fourth
Edition. Crown 8vo. 5^'.

XXVI. The Human Species. By Prof.

A. De Quatrefages. Third Edition.

Crown 8vo. ^s.

XXVII. Modern Chromatics. With
Applications to Art and Industry. By
Ogden N. Rood. With 130 original

Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown
Svo. S^.

XXVIII. The Crayfish : an Introduc-

tion to the Study of Zoology. By
Professor T. H. Huxley. With 82
Illustrations. Fourth Edition. Crown
Svo. 5^.

XXIX. The Brain as an Organ of
Mind. By H. Charlton Bastian,

M.D. With numerous Illustrations.

Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 5^.

XXX. The Atojiic Theory. By Prof.

Wurtz. Translated by G. Clemin-
shaw, F.C.S. Third Edition. Crown
Svo. 5J-.

XXXI. The Natural Conditions of
Existence as they affect Animal
Life. By Karl Semper. With 2 Maps
and 106 Woodcuts. Third Edition.

Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXII. General Physiology of
Muscles and Nerves. By Prof. J.
Rosenthal. Third Edition. With
Illustrations. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXIII. Sight : an Exposition of the

Principles of Monocular and Binocular
Vision. By Joseph Le Conte, LL.D.
Second Edition. With 132 Illustra-

tions. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXIV. Illusions : a Psychological
Study. By James Sully. Second
Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXV. Volcanoes : what they are
AND what they TEACH. By
Professor J. W. Judd, F.R.S. With
92 Illustrations on Wood. Third
Edition. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXVI. Suicide : an Essay on Com-
parative Moral Statistics. By Prof.

H. Morselli. Second Edition. With
Diagrams. Crown Svo. 5^-.

XXXVII. The Brain and its Func-
tions. By J. Luys. Second Edition.

With Illustrations. Crown Svo. 5^.

XXXVIII. Myth and Science : an
Essay. By Tito Vignoli. Second
Edition. Crown Svo. ^s.

XXXIX. The Sun. By Professor Young.
With Illustrations. Second Edition.

Crown Svo. 5^.

XL. Ants, Bees, and Wasps : a Record
of Observations on the Habits of the

Social Hymenoptera. By Sir John
Lubbock, Bart., M.P. With 5 Chromo-
lithographic Illustrations. Seventh
Edition. Crown Svo ^s.

XLI. Animal Intelligence. By G. J.
Romanes, LL.D., F.R.S. Third
Edition. Crown Svo. 5^-.

XLII. The Concepts and Theories of
Modern Physics. By J. B. Stallo.

Third Edition. Crown Svo. ^s.

XLIII. Diseases of Memory : an Essay
in the Positive Pyschology. By Prof.

Th. Ribot. Second Edition. Crown
Svo. S^.

XLIV. Man before Metals. By N.
Joly. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 5^-.

XLV. The Science of Politics. By
Prof. Sheldon Amos. Third Edit.

Crown. Svo. $s.

XLVI. Elementary Meteorology.
By Robert H. Scott. Third Edition.

With numerous Illustrations. Crown
Svo. $s.

XLVII. The Organs of Speech and
their Application in the For-
mation of Articulate Sounds.
By Georg Hermann von Meyer.
With 47 Woodcuts. Crown Svo. 5^^.

XLVIII. Fallacies : a View of Logic
from the Practical Side. By Alfred

Sidgwick. Crown Svo. 5^.

XLIX. Origin of Cultivated Plants.
ByAlphonsede Candolle. Crown Svo.

L. Jelly Fish, Star Fish, and Sea
Urchins. Being a Research on
Primitive Nervous Systems. By
G. J. Romanes. Crown Svo. 5^.
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MILITARY WORKS.
BARRINGTON{Capt. J. r.)—England

ON THE Defensive ; or, the Problem
of Invasion Critically Examined,
Large crown 8vo. with Map, 7^. dd.

BRACKENBURY [Col. C. B.) R.A.—Military Handbooks for Regi-
mental Officers :

I. Military Sketching and Re-
connaissance. By Colonel F. J.
Hutchison and Major H. G. Mac-
Gregor. Fourth Edition. With 15
Plates. Small crown 8vo. A^.

II. The Elements of Modern
Tactics Practically applied to
English Formations. By Lieut.

-

Col. Wilkinson Shaw. Fifth Edit.

With 25 Plates and Maps, Small
crown 8vo. 95-,

III. Field Artillery : its Equip-
ment, Organisation, and Tactics. By
Major Sisson C. Pratt, R.A. With
12 Plates. Second Edition. Small
crown 8vo. ds.

IV. The Elements of Military
Administration. First Part : Per-
manent System of Administration.
By Major J. W, Buxton. Small
crown 8vo. 7^. dd.

V. Military Law : its Procedure and
Practice. By Major Sisson C. Pratt,

R.A, Second Edition. Small crown
8vo. 4^. 6d.

VI. Cavalry in Modern War. By
Col. F. Chenevix Trench. Small
crown 8vo. ds.

VII. Field Works. Their Technical
Construction and Tactical Applica-
tion. By the Editor, Col. C. B.

Brackenbury, R.A. Small crown Svo.

BROOKE [Major C. K.)—K System of
Field Training. Small crown 8vo.

CLERY (C) Lieut. -CoL—yimoK Tac-
tics. With 26 Maps and Plans.

Sixth and cheaper Edition, revised.

Crown Svo, <^s.

COL VILE {Lieiit.-Col. C. /^)—Mili-
tary Tribunals, Sewed, 2s. 6d.

CRAUFURD [Capt. /^.
'

7.)—Sugges-
tions FOR the Military Train-
ing OF A Company of Infantry.
Crown Svo. \s. 6d.

HARRISON (Lieut. -Col. R.) — The
Officer's Memorandum Book for
Peace and War. Third Edition.

Oblong 32mo. roan, with pencil, 3^'. ()d.

Notes on Cavalry Tactics, Organi-
sation, &c. By a Cavalry Officer.

With Diagrams. Demy Svo. 12s.

PARR[Capt. H. Hallam) C.ALG.—Tn-E.
Dress, Horses, and Equipment of
Infantry and Staff Officers.
Crown Svo. is.

SCHAtV {Col. B.)—The Defence and
Attack of Positions and Locali-
ties. Third Edition, revised and
corrected. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d.

WILKINSON {II. Spenser) Capt. 20th
Lancashire R. V.—Citizen Soldiers,
Essays towards the Improvement of

the Volunteer Force, Crown Svo.

2s. 6d.

POETRY.
ADAM OF ST. F/CrOy?—The Litur-

gical Poetry of Adam of St.
Victor. From the text of Gautier.
With Translations into English in the
Original Metres, and Shorl Explana-
tory Notes. By Digby S. Wrangham,
M.A. 3 vols. Crown Svo. printed on
band-made paper, boards, 21s.

AUCHMUTY {A. C.)—Poems of Eng-
lish Heroism : From Brunanburgh
to Lucknow ; from Athelstan to Albert,

Small crown Svo, \s. 6d.

A VIA—The Odyssey OF Homer, Done
into English Verse by. Fcp. '4to.

155,
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BARING {T. C), M.P.—The Scheme
OF Epicurus. A Rendering into

English Verse of the Unfinished Poem
of Lucretius, entitled, ' De Rerum
Natura.' Fcp. 4to. "js.

BARNES {lVil/iam)—'PoEMS OF Rural
Life, in the Dorset Dialect.
New Edition, complete in one vol.

Crown 8vo. Ss. bd,

BAYNES (Rev. Canon II. ^.)—Home
Songs for Quiet Hours. Fourth
and cheaper Edition. Fcp. 8vo.

2J. 6d.

BENDALL (Gerard)—MusA SiLVESTRls.
i6mo. is. 6d.

BEVINGTON (Z. ^.)—Key Notes.
Small crown 8vo. 5^.

BILLSON (C. y.)—The Acharnians
of Aristophanes. Crown 8vo.

y. 6d.

BLUNT (Wilfrid ^rawtw)—The Wind
and the Whirlwind. Demy 8vo.

\s. dd.

BOWEN (H. C.) i^.^.—Simple Eng-
lish Poems. English Literature for

Junior Classes. In Four Parts. Parts

I. II. and III. dd, each, and
Part IV. IJ., complete 3^.

BRASHER (Alfred)— ?^OYWi.K ; or, the

Viceroy of Valencia. A Comedy in

J'ive Acts, Founded on a Story in

Scarron. Small crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

BRYANT (IV. C.) — Poems. Cheap
Edition, with Frontispiece. Small
crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

BYRNNE (E. /iz?>/a;c)—Milicent : a
Poem. Small crown 8vo. 6s,

CAILLARD (Emma Marie) — Char-
lotte Corday, and other Poems.
Small crown 8vo. 3J. 6d,

-Calderon's Dramas : the Wonder-
working Magician—Life is a Dream
—the Purgatory of St. Patrick. Trans-
lated by Denis Florence MacCarthy.
Post 8vo. \os.

<Camoens Lusiads. Portuguese Text
with English Translation, by J. J.
AuBERTiN. Second Edition. 2 vols.

Crown Svo. \2s.

CAMPBELL (Z^-c;«)~S0PH0CLES. The
Seven Plays in English Verse. Crown
Svo. "js. 6d.

Castilian Brothers (77^^)—Chateau-
BRIANT, WaLDEMAR, THREE TRAGE-
DIES, AND The Rose of Sicily. A
Drama. By the Author of ' Ginevra,'
&c. Crown Svo. 6^.

CHRISTIAN (Cw.-«) -Poems.
crown Svo. 2s. 6d,

Small

Chronicles of Christopher Colum-
bus : a Poem in Twelve Cantos. By
M. D. C. Crown Svo. 7^. 6d.

CLARKE (Ma7y Coivdeti)—Honey from
the Weed. Verses. Crown Svo.

Cosmo de Medici, The False One,
Agramont and Beaumont, Three
Tragedies, and The Deformed. A
Dramatic Sketch. By the Author of
' Ginevra, ' &c. Crown Svo. 5j-.

COXHEAD (Z-^/itf/)—Birds and Babies.
Imp. i6mo. With 33 Illustrations.

2s. 6d.

David Rizzio, Bothw^ell, and the
Witch Lady. Three Tragedies. By
the Author of ' Ginevra,' &c. Crown
Svo. 6^.

DA VIE (G. S.) i7/.Z?.—The Garden of
Fragrance. Being a complete
Translation of the Bostan of Sadi,
from the original Persian into English
Verse. Crown Svo. "js. 6d.

DA VIES
(
T. ZTar/)—Catullus. Trans-

lated into English Verse. Crown Svo.
6s.

DENNIS (J.) — English Sonnets.
Collected and Arranged by. Small
crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

DE VERB (Aubrey)—Poetical Works:

I. The Search after Proser-
pine, &c. 6s.

II. The Legends of St. Patrick,
&c. 6s.

HI, Alexander the Great, &c.
6s.
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DE VERE (^z</;;yj)—continued.

The Foray of Queen Meave, and

other Legends of Ireland's Heroic

Age. Small crown 8vo. 5^-.

Legends of the Saxon Saints.

Small crown 8vo. ds.

DILLON (^;M?/r)—River Songs and

other Poems. "With 13 Autotype

Illustrations from designs by Margery

May. Fcp. 4to. cloth extra, gilt

leaves, \os. 6d.

DOBELL (Mrs. //bra^^)—Ethelstone,

Eveline, and other Poems. Crown

8vo. 6s.

DOBSON (Austin)— 0-LViSSlo-R.i.T)lDY-LLS,

and other Verses. Fourth Edition.

iSmo. cloth extra, gilt tops, 6s.

DOMET (Alfred)—Ra^oi^f and Am-
OHIA : a Dream of Two Lives. New
Edition revised. 2 vols. Crown Svo.

12S.

Dorothy : a Country Story in Elegiac

Verse. With Preface. Demy Svo. 5^.

DOWDEN (Edivard) ZZ.Z).—Shak-

spere's Sonnets. With Introduc-

tion and Notes. Large post Svo.

7j. 6d.

DUTT (Toru)—K Sheaf Gleaned in

French Fields. New Edition.

Demy Svo. 10^. 6d.

EDMONDS (E. M.) — Hesperas.

Rhythm and Rhyme. Crown Svo. 4^.

EDWARDS (Miss Betham) — TOKUS,

Small crown Svo. 3^. 6d.

ELDRYTH (tI/^//^)—Margaret, and

other Poems, Small crown Svo. 2,s.6d.

All Souls' Eve, ' No God,' and other

Poems. Fcp. Svo. y. 6d.

ELLIOTT (Ebejuzer), The Corn La7v

Rhymer—PoEMS. Edited by his Son,

the Rev. Edwin Elliott, of St. John's,

Antigua. 2 vols, crown Svo. 8j.

English Verse. Edited by W. J. Lin-

ton and R. H. Stoddard. In 5

vols. Crown Svo. each ^s.

1. Chaucer to Burns.
2. Translations.
3. Lyrics of the Nineteenth Cen-

tury.
4. Dramatic Scenes and Charac-

ters.

5. Ballads and Romances.

.^AT^-—Gathered Leaves. Small crown
Svo.

EVANS (^wwf)— Poems And Music.
With Memorial Preface by Ann
Thackeray Ritchie. Large crown
Svo. "js.

FORSTER (the late Winiam)~-'U\\MKi>.

Crown Svo. tyS.

GINNER (Isaac Z'.)—The Death of
Otho, and other Poems. Small
crown Svo. 55.

GOODCHILD (John A.) — Somnia
Medici. Small crown Svo. 5.f.

GOSSE (Edimind JF.)—New Poems.
Crown Svo. 75. 6d.

GRAHAM (Willia!?i) — Two Fancies,
and other Poems. Crown Svo. ^s.

GRINDROD (Charles) — V\.ici% from
English History. Crown Svo.

7^. 6d.

The Stranger's Story and his Poem,
The Lament of Love : An Epi-
sode of the Malvern Hills. Small
crown Svo. 2s. 6d,

GURNEy (Rev. Alfred)—Tn^ Vision of
the Eucharist, and other Poems.
Crown Svo. 5^-.

A Christmas Faggot. Small crown
Svo. 5.f.

HELLON(H. C.)—Daphnis: a Pastoral

Poem. Small crown Svo. 3^. 6d.

HENRY (Daniel) >wr. — Under a
Fool's Cap, Songs. Crown Svo.

bevelled boards, 5^.

Herman Waldgrave : a Life's Drama.
By the Author of ' Ginevra,' &c.

Crown Svo. 6^'.

HEYWOOD (7.C.) — Herodias. A
Dramatic Poem. New Edition re-

vised. Small crown Svo. ^s.

HICKEY (E. H.)~-A Sculptor, and
other Poems. Small crown Svo. fj.

HONEYWOOD (/'«//>)—Poems. Dedi-
cated, by permission, to Lord Wolse-
ley, G.C.B,, &c. Small crown Svo.

2s. 6d.
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JENKINS (Rez>. Canotz) — Alfonso
Petrucci, Cardinal and Conspirator :

an Historical Tragedy in Five Acts.

Small crown 8vo. 3^. 6c/.

JOHNSON (^Ernlc S. W.)—\\.\^\^, and

other Poems. Small crown 8vo. ^^s.^d.

KEA TS (Jolm) — Poetical Works.
Edited by W. T. Arnold. Large

crown 8vo. choicely printed on hand-

made paper, with Portrait \Xi can forte.

Parchment, or cloth, \2s. ; vellum, 15^-.

KENNEDY {Capt. Alexander W. M.
Clark) — RoiiERT THE Bruce. A
Poem : Historical and Romantic,

With 3 Illustrations by James Faed,

Junr. Printed on hand -made paper,

parchment, bevelled boards, crown
8vo. \os. 6d.

KING {Edwaj'd)~EcnoKS from the
Orient. With Miscellaneous Poems.
Small crown 8vo. 3.r. 6d.

KING {Mrs. /7(7w//^«)—The Disciples.
Sixth Edition, with Portrait and Notes.

Crown 8vo. ^s.

A Book of Dreams. Crown 8vo. 3^.6^.

KNOX (The Hon. Mrs. O. A^.)—Four
Pictures from a Life, and other

Poems. Small crown 8vo, 3J. dd.

LANG (^.)—XXXII Ballades in Blue
China. Elzevir 8vo. parchment, or

cloth, 5j-.

Rhymes a la ]\Iode. With Frontis-

piece by E. A, Abbey. i8mo. cloth

extra, gilt tops, 5^.

LA IVSON (Right Hon. Mr. Justice)—
Hymni Usitati Latine Redditi,
with other Verses. Small 8vo. parch-
ment, 55.

Lessing's Nathan the Wise. Trans-
lated by E.ustace K. Corbett. Crown
8vo, ds.

Life Thoughts. Small crown 8vo. 2.s.6d.

Living English Poets, mdccclxxxii.
With Frontispiece by Walter Crane.
Second Edition. Large crown 8vo.
printed on hand-made paper. Parch-
ment, or cloth, I2J-. ; vellum, I5j-.

LOCKER (/^)—London Lyrics. New
Edition, with Portrait. iSmo. cloth

extra, gilt tops, 5j-.

Love in Idleness. A Volume of Poems.
With an etching by W. B. Scott.

Small crown 8vo. 5j.

Love Sonnets of Proteus. With
Frontispiece by the Author. Elzevir

8vo. 5^.

LUMSDEN (Lieut. -Col. H. ^r.)—Beo-
wulf : an Old English Poem.
Translated into Modern Rhymes.
Second and revised Edition. Small
crown 8vo. <,s.

Lyre and Star. Poems by the Author
of ' Ginevra, ' &c. Crown 8vo. $s.

MACGREGOR (Dmzeaji)—Clouds and
Sunlight. Poems. Small crown
8vo. 5^-.

MAGNUSSON (Eirikr) M.A., and
PALMER (E. H.) J/.^.—Johan
LuDViG Runeberg'sLyricaL Songs,
Idylls, and Epigrams. Fcp. 8vo.

MDC. Chronicles of Christopher Co-
lumbus. A Poem in Twelve Cantos.

Small crown 8vo. ^s, 6d.

MEREDITH (Owen) [The Earl of
Lyttoni Lucile. New Edition. With
32 Illustrations. i6mo. 3^-. 6d. ; cloth

extra, gilt edges, 4s. 6d.

MORRIS (Zrw/j)— Poetical Works.
New and Cheaper Editions, with Por-

trait, complete in 3 vols. ^s. each.

Vol. I. contains Songs of Two Worlds,
Tenth Edition.

Vol. II. contains The Epic of Hades.
Seventeenth Edition.

Vol. III. contains Gwen and the Ode of

Life. Sixth Edition.

The Epic of Hades. With 16 Auto-
type Illustrations after the drawings by
the late George R. Chapman. 4to.

cloth extra, gilt leaves, 21J.

The Epic of Hades. Presentation

Edition. 4to. cloth extra, gilt leaves,

lOj-. 6d.

Songs Unsung. Fourth Edition. Fcp.

8vo. 6s.

The Lewis Morris Birthday Book.
Edited by S. S. Copeman. With
Frontispiece after a design by the late

George R. Chapman. 32mo. cloth

extra, gilt edges, 2s. ; cloth limp, is. 6d.

MORSHEAD (E. D. ^.)—The House
Atreus. Being the Agamemnon,
Libation-Bearers, and Furies of .-Es-

chylus . Translated into EnglishVerse.

Crown 8vo. "js.
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The Suppliant Maidens of /Eschy-

LUS. Crown 8vo. 3J. dd.

.NADEN {Constance JT.)—SONGS and
Sonnets of Spring Time. Small

crown 8vo. 55.

NEWELL {E. 7.)—The Sorrow of

SiMONA, and Lyrical Verses. Small

crown 8vo. 3J. 6a.

NOEL [The Hon. Roden^—K Little
Child's Monument. Third

Edition. Small crown 8vo. 35. dd.

The Red Flag, and other Poems.

New Edition. Small crown 8vo. 6^.

.O'HAGAN {John) -The Song of
Roland. Translated into English

Verse. New and Cheaper Edition.

Crown 8vo. 5^.

PEEIFEER {Emily)—TviY. Rhyme of
THE Lady of the Rock and How
it Grew. Small crown 8vo. 3J. 6d.

Gerard'sMonument, and other Poems.

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6^.

Under the Aspens : Lyrical and

Dramatic. With Portrait. Crown
8vo. 6s.

PIATT {J. y.)—Idyls and Lyrics of

THE Ohio Valley. Crown 8vo. 5^-.

RAFFALOVICH {Mark A7tdn')—CYRn.
and Lionel, and other Poems. A
Volume of Sentimental Studies. Small

crown 8vo. 35. 6d.

Rare Poems of the i6th and 17TH
Centuries. Edited by W. J. Linton.

Crown 8vo. 5^.

RHOADES {James)—T^iY. Georgics OF
Virgil. Translated into English

Verse. Small crown Svo. 5j.

ROBINSON {A. Mary F.)—A Handful
OF Honeysuckle. Fcp. 8vo. 3^. 6d.

The Crowned Hippolytus. Trans-

lated from Euripides. With New
Poems. Small crown Svo. cloth, ^s.

ROUS (Z2V«/.-C^/.)—Conradin. Small

crown Svo. 2s.

Schiller's Mary Stuart. German
Text with English Translation on
opposite page. By Leedham White.
Crown Svo. 6s.

SCOTT {E. y. Z.)—The Eclogues of
Virgil. Translated into English

Verse. Small crown Svo. 3^-. 6d.

SCOTT {George F. ^.)—Theodora, and
other Poems. Small crown Svo. -^s.6d.

SEAL {W. Z/".) — Tone, and other

Poems. Second and cheaper edition,

revised, crown Svo. jJ-. 6d.

SELI^IR/^ {y. B.)—VoEiis. Crown Svo.

7j. 6d.

SHARP {Wi7//am) — EuvuRKNlA ; or.

The Test of Love. A Poem. Crown
Svo. Ss.

SA'INNER {H. 7.)—The Lily of the
Lyn, and other Poems. Small crown
Svo. 3J. 6d.

SLADEN {Douglas B. ?F.)—Frithjof
and Ingebjorg, and other Poems.
Srnall crown Svo. 5^.

SMITH {J. W. Gilbari)—TwE. Loves of
Vandyck : a Tale of Genoa. Small

crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

The Log o' the ' Norseman,' Small

crown Svo. 5^.

Sophocles : The Seven Plays in English

Verse. Translated by Lewis Camp-
bell. Crown Svo. 75. 6d.

SPICER {Henry)—Uaska : a Drama in

Three Acts (as represented at the

The.ntre Royal, Drury Lane, March
loth, 1877). Third Edition, crown
Svo. y. 6d,

SYMONDS {John Addington)— YAG\-
bunduli Libellus- Crown Svo. 6s.

Tares. Crown Svo. is. 6d.

Tasso's Jerusalem Delivered. Trans-

lated by Sir John Kingston James,
Bart. 2 vols, printed on hand-made
paper, parchment, bevelled boards,

large crown Svo. 2\s,

TAYLOR {Sir //.)—Works Complete in

Five Volumes. Crown Svo. 30J.

Philip van Artevelde. Fcp. Svo.

3^. 6d.

The Virgin Widow, &c. Fcp. Svo.

y. 6d.

The Statesman. Fcp. Svo. 3^. 6d.

7V4 YLOR {Atcgusius) — Poems. Fcp.
Svo. 5^.



Kegan Paul, Tre7ick, & Co.'s Publications.

TAYLOR {Margaret Scott) — 'Boys
Together,' and other Poems. Small

crown 8vo. 6^.

THORNTON {L. ^/.)—The Son of
Shelomith. Small crown 8vo. y.^d.

TODHUNTER [Dr. ^) — Laurella,
and other Poems. Crown 8vo. 6s. 6d.

Forest Songs. Small crown 8vo, 3^.6^.

The True Tragedy of Rienzi : a

Drama. Crown Svo. 3J-. 6d.

Alcestis : a Dramatic Poem. Extra

fcp. 8vo. 5J-.

TYLER (M. C.) — Anne Boleyn : a

Tragedy in Six Acts. Small crown
Svo. 2s. 6d.

WALTERS (Sop k ia Lydia) — K
Dreamer's Sketch Book. With
21 Illustrations by Percival Skelton,

R. P. Leitch, W. H. J. Boot, and

T. R. Pritchett. Engraved by J. D.
Cooper. Fcp. 4to. \zs. 6d,

Wandering Echoes. By J. E. D. G.

In Four Parts. Small crown Svo. ^s.

WA TTS {Alaric Alfred atid Emma Mary
Ho-vitt) — Aurora : a Medley of

Verse. Fcp. Svo. cloth, bevelled

boards, ^s.

WEBSTER {Augusta)—l^ A Day: a

Drama. Small crown Svo. zs. 6d.

Disguises : a Drama. Small crown
Svo. <,s.

Wet Days. By a Farmer. Small crown
Svo. 6s.

WILLIAMS (7.)—A Story of Three
Years, and other Poems. Small
crown Svo. y. 6d.

Wordsworth Birthday Book, The.
Edited by Adelaide and Violet
Wordsworth. 32mo. hmp cloth,

15. 6d. ; cloth extra, 2s.

YOUNGMAN {Thomas a-^?-^*:)—POEMS,
Small crown Svo. ^s.

YOUNGS {Ella Sharpe)—Vpcp\m% and
other Poems. Small crown Svo.

35. 6d.

A Hearts Life, Sarpedon, and other

Poems, Small crown Svo. 35. 6d,

WORKS OF FICTION IN ONE VOLUME.
BANKS {Mrs. G. Z.)—God's Provi-

dence House. New Edition. Crown
Svo. 35. 6d.

HUNTER (i%j)—Crime of Christ-
mas Day. a Tale of the Latin

Quarter. By the Author of 'My
Ducats and My Daughter.' is.

HUNTER {Hay) and WHYTE
(
Walter)

My Ducats and My Daughter.
New and Cheaper Edition. With
Frontispiece. Crown Svo. 6s.

INGELOW {yean)~Ov¥ the Skelligs.
A Novel. With Frontispiece. Second
Edition. Crown Svo. 6s,

KIELLAND {Alexajidcr Z.)—Garman
and Worse. A Norwegian Novel.

Authorised Translation by W. W.
Kettlewell. Crown Svo. 6s.

MACDONALD (G^.)—DoNAL Grant.
A Novel. New and Cheap Edition,

with Frontispiece. Crown Svo. 6s.

Castle Warlock. A Novel. New
and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 95.

Malcolm. With Portrait of the Author
engraved on Steel. Sixth Edition.

Crovm Svo. 6s.

The Marquis of Lossie. Fifth

Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown
Svo. 6s.

St. George and St. Michael. Fourth

Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown
Svo. 6s.

PALGRAVE {W. Giford)—H-ERMMiil
Agha : an Eastern Narrative. Third
Edition. Crown Svo. 6^.

SHAW {Flora Z.)—Castle Blair; a
Story of Youthful Days. New and
Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 35. 6d.

STRETTON {Hesba) — Through a
Needle's Eye. A Story. New and
Cheaper Edition, with Frontispiece.

Crown Svo. 6s.

TA YLOR {Col. Meadows) C. S. I. ,M. R. I. A.

Seeta. a Novel. New and Cheaper
Edition. With Frontispiece. CrowTi

Svo. 6s.

Tippoo Sultaun : a Tale of the Mysore
War. New Edition, with Frontispiece.

Crown Svo. 6s.

Ralph Darnell. New and Cheaper
Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown
Svo. 6s,
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TA FZC>i?—continued.

A Noble Queen. New and Cheaper
Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown
8vo. 6^.

The Confessions
Crown 8vo. 6s.

OF A Thug.

TA FZCi?—continued.

Tara : a Mahratta Tale. Crown 8v >.

6s.

Within Sound op the Sea. New
and Cheaper Edition, with Frontis-

piece. Crown 8vo. 6^.

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG.
Brave Men's Footsteps. A Book of

Example and Anecdote for Young
People. By the Editor of ' Men who
have Risen.' With Four Illustrations

by C. Doyle. Eighth Edition. Crown
8vo. 3J. 6d.

COXHEAD (Z//?^/)—Birds and Babies.

With 33 Illustrations. Imp. i6mo.
cloth gilt, 2.S. 6d.

DA VIES (G. Christopher)
— 'RPMBi.^s

and Adventures of our School
Field Club. With Four Illustra-

tions. New and Cheaper Edition.

Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

EDMONDS {Herbert) — Well-spent
Lives : a Series of Modern Biogra-

phies. New and Cheaper Edition.

Crown 8vo. y, 6d,

EVANS (^/a;'/i')—The Story of our
Father's Love, told to Children.

Sixth and Cheaper Edition of Theology
for Children. With Foar Illus|ra-

tions. Fcp. 8vo. is. 6d.

yOBNSON{ Virginia ^r.)-THE Catskill
Fairies. Illustrated by Alfred
Fredericks. i,s.

MAC KENNA [S. 7.)—Plucky Fel-
lows. A Book for Boys. With Six
Illustrations. Fifth Edition. Crown
8vo. 3^^. 6d.

REANEY [Mrs. G. .S.)—Waking and
Working ; or. From Girlhood to

Womanhood. New and Cheaper
Edition. With a Frontispiece. Cr.

8vo. 3^. 6d.

Blessing and Blessed : a Sketch of

Girl Life. New and Cheaper Edition.

Crown 8vo. 35. 6d.

REANEY {Mrs. G. 5'.)—continued.

Rose Gurney's Discovery. A Book
for Girls. Dedicated to their Mothers.

Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

English Girls: Their Place and Power.
With Preface by the Rev. R. W. Dale.

Fourth Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Just Anyone, and other Stories. Three
Illustrations. Royal i6mo. is. 6d.

Sunbeam Willie, and other Stories.

Three Illustrations. Royal i6mo.
is. 6d.

Sunshine Jenny, and other Stories.

Three Illusti^ations. Royal i6mo.
IS. 6d.

STOCKTON {Frank /?.)—A Jolly Fel-
lowship. With 20 Illustrations.

Crown 8vo. 5y.

STORE {Francis) andTURNER {Hawes).

Canterbury Chimes ; or, Chaucer
Tales Re-told to Children. With Six
Illustrations from the Ellesmere MS.
Third Edition. Fcp. 8vo. y. 6d.

STRETTON {ffesba)—DAYiT> Lloyd's
Last Will. With Four Illustra-

tions. New Edition. Royal i6mo.
2s. 6d.

Tales from Ariosto Re-told for
Children. By a Lady. With Three
IllMstrations. Crown 8vo. 4^. 6d.

WHITAKER {Florence)—(ZYLm^TY's In-
heritance : A London Story. Illus-

trated. Royal l6mo. is. 6d.

LONDON : PRINTED BY

SPOTTISWOODE AND CO., NEW-STREET SQUAKE

AND PARLIAMENT STREET
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